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The Pursuit of Happiness
Luke 10:1-24

Key Verse: 10:20
“However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

Have you ever heard this before? “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” Where is it from? Yep, the Declaration of Independence. American fore fathers thought that among man’s rights were life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Why did they say, “The pursuit of happiness” and not simply “happiness?” 

Albert Schweitzer once said, “Happiness is nothing more than good health and a bad memory,” and Aristotle said, "Happiness belongs to the self-sufficient," and finally John D. Rockefeller said, "I can think of nothing less pleasurable than a life devoted to pleasure." So are you happy? What makes you happy? Through today’s passage we will see what should make us happy as well as what made Jesus happy. 

I’m not sure if you remember but about four weeks ago at the beginning of Luke 9 we heard a message a similar scenario when Jesus sent His disciples out. Last time He sent the twelve, now He sends out a larger group, six times larger. The secret of happiness will come to the disciples in an unexpected time; right after they finish a short term mission trip. It happened this way; take a look at verse 1. “After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go.” Jesus appointed seventy-two others and sent them out two by two. This time the Twelve weren’t with them. The disciples needed to watch the work of God from the side line, like 2nd string backups, because they missed the point of what He was trying to teach them and they started arguing about who was the greatest. While the earlier mission of the Twelve represented the gospel going to the twelve tribes of Israel, this mission represented the gospel going to the whole world. (To all the nations listed in Genesis 10) Jesus could have been discouraged because of the immaturity of his disciples but He wasn’t. Instead He showed them that He didn’t need them to carry out God’s work. They needed to learn that it was a privilege to be a part of God’s work, not a right. 

Luke points out that Jesus sent them “two by two.” This was God’s wisdom. Ecclesiastes 4:9,10 shows us that, “Two are better than one...If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!” Did you ever wonder why we do things in ubf two by two? It’s right here. The reason is that two people are stronger than one. Its one thing to go with Jesus but to be sent ahead of Him alone that’s more challenging. So they needed to go in pairs. (And what about two by two prayer? Matthew 18:19 says, “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.”) 

Before Jesus sends the journey team out He gives them directions. Look at verse 2. “He told them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’” When Jesus looked at the world, he saw that it was ripe for harvest, and that the harvest would be plentiful. But the problem was the lack of workers. There were so many sheep and not enough shepherds. But before they should start Jesus calls them to prayer. Because of the abundant harvest, lack of workers and potential dangers, more than anything, the disciples needed God’s power and help. It’s the same in our day. There are so many students but not enough people who want to serve as shepherds and Bible teachers. And when we see all that has to be done we wonder how can such a small group like us have any impact upon the campus or world? Faced with such an overwhelming mission like this we need to pray and to listen to God for He will give wisdom to all those who ask. (Ja 1:5)

In verse 3 Jesus says, “Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves.” Now I’m not a farmer, probably Simon knows a lot more about these things than I do, but I don’t hear many stories of wolves getting beaten by sheep. If a wolf and a sheep go head to head, I don’t think the sheep is going to come out on top. And the 72 disciples are like sheep. There’re not well trained, or equipped. They’re spiritually young and immature and they’re going among the wolves. They needed God’s help more than ever. Jesus continues his directions in verse 4. “Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.” Basically this means that they should depend on God for their provision and not on themselves by carrying a bag with food and clothing. Also they shouldn’t get side tracked from their mission chit chatting on the side of the road. Through this whole passage Jesus has a sense of urgency. From the beginning of the harvest (because there is a short time to gather the crops while they’re ripe) to the woe’s near the end. Jesus is urgent to get to God’s work and the disciples had a job to do with a small window of opportunity to get it done. So He’s telling them to stay focused to the task at hand.

Jesus moves along in verses 5-7. “When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' 6If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. 7Stay in that house, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house.” The offer of peace here is more than just a greeting. If you compare it to verses 10-11 it represented the invitation to the kingdom of God. And the “man of peace,” was one whose heart was ready to receive Jesus. Jesus wanted His disciples to stay in the house of believers and have fellowship with them, building a sense of community. And they shouldn’t feel guilty about being served by them (some people feel funny about being served) but eat with joy because they deserved it for they were doing God’s work. Yet at the same time, Jesus didn’t want them to get a sense of entitlement and hop from house to house looking for something better. No they should stay where they were and be thankful for what they received. 

What should they do while they were there? Look at verse 9. “Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God is near you.’” This was their main mission. Healing the sick reveals the love of God. Believers are the hands and feet of God. God is concerned about everyone and He wants to extend his love to each one in a personal way so that they feel loved and taken care of. And their message, “The kingdom of God is near you,” refers to Jesus himself. The kingdom of God was really close to them because the disciples went ahead of where Jesus planned to go. He would be there soon so they should prepare their hearts to meet Him.  

But Jesus warned them in verses 10-15 that not everything was going to go smoothly. He said, “when they were not welcomed,” not “if they were not welcomed.” What did this mean? If they didn’t take a purse or bag, they were not going to have anything to eat, or a place to sleep for the night. But that was part of the job. This was why they should be thankful to those who opened their doors to them and gave them something to eat. Looking through verses 10-15 we see those who reject the invitation to the kingdom of God. This is not to be taken lightly because Jesus is serious about it. The cities of Korazin, Bethsaida and Capernaum were where Jesus spent most of His time during His Galilean ministry. While He was there, He healed the sick, drove out demons and proclaimed the good news of the kingdom of God. But the people didn’t want accept Jesus or repent their sins. So Jesus gave this solemn warning, a warning we shouldn’t miss. Jesus said that it would be worse than Sodom for those who reject God’s invitation. And FYI, it went really bad for Sodom. Fire fell out of the sky and killed everyone. It was not something you wanted to go through. Without repentance and faith in Jesus, no one can enter the kingdom of God. Instead, they will be put into eternal punishment in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. A lot of people only want to think about God’s love. It’s so nice and comforting. At the same time they don’t want to consider that God will punish sin. One guy I studied with for three and a half years finally came out and said that he didn’t believe in hell because he didn’t want to repent of his sinful lifestyle. But we can see clearly what waits for those who won’t repent and believe. Notice in verse 16. Jesus says, “He who listens to you listens to me; he who rejects you rejects me; but he who rejects me rejects him who sent me.” Those who reject God’s workers are rejecting Jesus and ultimately God himself. So we shouldn’t take rejection personally. We’re just here to deliver God’s message. We’re like the mail men. You don’t see the mail man getting sad when they bring your bills do you? So we shouldn’t either. 

So the disciples took all this in, and absorbed it like a sponge. Then they went out and did it. And you know what? When they followed Jesus’ direction, they were successful. So much so they were amazed. Take a look at verse 17. “The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ‘Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.’” The seventy-two disciples experienced the great power of Jesus. When they rebuked evil spirits in the name of Jesus, the demons submitted. They were so happy they couldn’t believe it. Even though the seventy-two had been like lambs among wolves, they had power and protection when they lived by the power of Jesus’ name. 

Jesus was also happy but for a different reason. Jesus enjoyed the victory over Satan seeing his kingdom suffer defeat once more, just like when Satan fell from heaven. (18-19) This had been promised by God from the beginning. (Ge 3:15, Isa 14:12) The disciples were happy because they could do some pretty awesome things. Also verse 19 seems like pretty good news doesn’t it? The fact that nothing can harm them sounds like a reason to celebrate but Jesus wanted them to know where true happiness comes from. Let’s read verse 20. “However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” What Jesus is saying here is, “It’s great that you had victory, I gave you that ability. But don’t rejoice in the things you have done. Rejoice because you have salvation.” Jesus isn’t trying to be a kill joy. But He is trying to get their joy centered on the right things because in doing God’s work there are many highs and just as many lows. So in life we let our situation determine our happiness. 

After a conference we are high, but after a rejection we are low. After a victory at work or school we are floating on air, but after a defeat we sink to the bottom of the ocean. If we get 21 people to sign up at the org fair we rejoice, but when none of them show up at the first club meeting we despair. But if our joy depends on what happens in life or in how God’s work is going, our happiness will go up and down like a yo-yo. That’s no way to live. Emotionally we can’t take it.

In verse 20 Jesus gives us the secret to a happy life. Jesus teaches us to find our joy in our relationship with him, not in the success or failure of what we do. God has given us a wonderful gift. And that gift is the grace of forgiveness through Jesus. Jesus saves us by his grace, not because we are successful in doing his work. We can always rejoice that our names are written in the book of life which is in heaven. And the great thing is, is that God writes in ink. Why is that great? Because you can’t erase ink. What I’m getting at is that once God writes our names in the book of life, he doesn’t erase them. 

Sometimes we feel that our salvation depends upon what we do and if we’re not good enough we can’t get to heaven. But can I ask a time line question? How many of your sins were future sins when Jesus was nailed to the cross? Unless you have been around since the beginning of time, I assume all of them. So if Jesus died for all your sins before you were born, why do you think that you can surprise God with a new sin? Wouldn’t He know all that has been committed and what is to come? It’s why Jesus went to the cross. “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Co 5:21) “And if righteousness could be gained through the law, then Jesus died for nothing!” (Gal 2:21) “Therefore while we were still sinners, Jesus died for us.” (Ro 5:8) Just for a moment, think about the darkest sin that you have ever committed up to this point in your life. Do you remember it? For some it was the darkest point of your life, for others it might not have occurred yet. But at that moment, at your darkest time, that’s the reason Jesus died for you. That’s when He was beaten, whipped, tortured, and finally nailed to the cross where He screams, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” That’s why He came, to die for our sins. So there’s no reason to beat ourselves up for it. In fact, when we do, it’s somewhat arrogant because we’re saying that God doesn’t have the power to do anything about our sin and we’re somehow beyond the cross. Instead we can rejoice that our names are written in the book of life. This is where true joy comes from. It doesn’t come from ANYTHING that we can get in the world but from the fact that we are members of the kingdom of God.

And through verses 21 & 22, Jesus was overjoyed because He same how God worked in and through His disciples even though they were completely unqualified to do so. And “Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see. For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.’” (v23-24) The prophets of long ago longed to see Jesus, to know Him, and to experience Him but they couldn’t. Even though the disciples were on probation, were privileged to live during that time and to see and know Jesus. Likewise all of us have been given a very special privilege to know Jesus. We should not take it for granted. 

I think the reason that our fore fathers said, “the pursuit of happiness” instead of “happiness” is because happiness can’t be guaranteed. Just like salvation some will have it and some won’t. So remember, your happiness doesn’t depend on whether you get a good job or not. Or if you get into an elite school or not. Or if you are in Chicago or not. Your happiness depends upon one thing and one thing only, and that’s if your name is written in the book of life or not. That’s it. Nothing more. Because when you have salvation everything else is secondary.

