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Honoring Our Father
Luke 11:1-13

Key Verse 2
“He said to them, ‘When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.’”

What’s prayer? Actually prayer has been somewhat controversial since it has been banned from the public school system, to the point that it school officials have taken it out of valedictorian speeches. But they can’t ban it completely because as long as there are exams there will be prayer. In this passage Jesus is giving His disciples a crash course in prayer. As we pull this passage apart, I would like to think about three points in regard to prayer; privilege, purpose and persistence. 
Take a look at verse 1. “One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."” As this passage opens we see Jesus praying. This wasn’t an oddity but a regular occurrence for Jesus. This was Jesus’ source of strength and where He got His direction. Usually he withdrew alone to secluded places to pray but this time His disciples were with Him waiting for Him to finish. When He’s done they ask Him to teach them how to pray. At first we want to commend them for being so spiritual. But we also know from earlier in Luke that they weren’t usually interested in prayer, they were more interested in food. (Lk 5:33) Maybe now they remembered John’s disciples and they wanted to be like them. Whether it’s spiritual desire, envy or whatever the fact that they wanted to learn to pray is a good thing. And they realized that they couldn’t do it by themselves so they did the right thing and went to Jesus for help.
Let’s read verses 2-4. “He said to them, "When you pray, say: " 'Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.” There is a misconception about prayer. Some think of God as a cosmic piñata that we whack with a magic stick called prayer and we get all the desires of our heart. Untrue. While making requests to God certainly is part of it, prayer is more about our relationship with God. It’s the way we communicate with our Creator. For communication to be effective, it has to go two ways; request and response. We make our requests to God in prayer and He responds through His word. This is the reason reading the Bible is so important. Because if we don’t, our communication with God is one sided. And that’s not a real relationship. It’s really pretty selfish and proud when you think about it.
1. The privilege of prayer 

Jesus starts off praying, “Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.” It’s here where we come to the first point and see the privilege of prayer. In His prayer Jesus calls God, “Father.” But it was more than that. It was an intimate affectionate term like when a child calls out daddy and yet adults could use it too. Now this might not seem like a big deal to you, but back then it was something unheard of. No one referred to God by anything other that the most reverent of names and even that was not recommended. So out of fear they ended up making only a reference to God’s name, such as “your name” or they left it blank. Because of this great fear and reverence of God, people had a very formal relationship with our Creator which wasn’t very personal at all. It was kind of like a relationship between you and the CEO of your company, or the president of your university, or maybe your mother in law. But through His prayer Jesus gives a whole new perspective on our relationship with God. We don’t have to go through some formal protocol to come to Him. We can come to Him as a child goes to their father. Anytime, anyway, anywhere. (Heck Jonah prayed even from the belly of a whale. (Jon 2:1)) My children know that they can come to me anytime they want. There’re very few instances when they can’tThey know that I would accept them and love them. It’s the same with God, we can come to Him because He’s our heavenly Father and He loves us. Dt 4:7 speaks of the wonderful privilege we have. It says, “What other nation is so great as to have their gods near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to him?” Countless people have tried to get appointments with the president and only to fail because he’s so busy and important and they’re not. But isn’t it great that anyone can go to the one who’s more powerful that the president, one who created all things? And we don’t have to make an appointment. We became sons and daughters of our Father God because of the sacrifice Jesus made on the cross. (Ro 8:15) What a precious privilege we have and the sad thing is so many don’t realize it. And they go through life, hurting and alone when their heavenly Father is right next to them. 
2. The purpose of prayer

Next Jesus prays “hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.” This takes us to the second point the purpose of prayer. Although we have such a close relationship with God as our heavenly Father, we still have to remember just who He is. He is God Almighty, Creator of all things, and we have to honor Him as such. What Jesus doing here is He is teaching His disciples that whenever they pray, they must pray for God to be honored. Our prayer must not be self-centered but God centered. We must put God in the first place and give Him the honor He deserves. This means that we should honor God in every area of our lives whether it be at home, at work, or at school, out with friends, or alone, wherever we are we should honor God. This reminds me of 1 Cor10:31, “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” The purpose of prayer is that when it’s all said and done, God may be glorified through every area of our life. 
How? Let’s look at verse 3. “Give us each day our daily bread.” This verse is connected to honoring God. Proverb 30:7-9 explains this beautifully, “Two things I ask of you, O LORD; do not refuse me before I die: Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.” In this prayer this man’s first concern is for the honor of God and secondly for his needs. And what’s amazing (to me) is that as he prays he knows his own heart and limitations. He knows just how weak he is. In his heart he wants to honor God, yet he’s also sinful and knows that he can’t do it without God’s help. So he needs to be God centered all the more. 
Verse 4a says, “Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.” As we need daily bread, we also need daily forgiveness. Jesus is teaching His disciples to acknowledge God over them and to humble themselves before Him and repent of their sins. We are sinners before a Holy God and without repentance, we are His enemy. And that’s not a good place to be. And just as we ask for forgiveness from God, we have to extend mercy to others. If we don’t forgive others, how can we expect God to forgive us? This is where I think there are some problems. People may say they forgive on the surface but deep down they harbor grudges and never forgive. How can we pray like this before God, if we have not truly forgiven others who have sinned against us? We become hypocrites or liars. And if that’s the case can we really expect God to hear our prayer? We must let go, forgive and be forgiven. 
And finally at the end of verse 4 He prays, “And lead us not into temptation.” Through this verse we acknowledge our weakness to temptation and cry out to God for His help for His protection and deliverance. We can’t do it by our selves. We need His help so that we don’t fall into temptation and dishonor that name of our God. How many pastors, priests or so called church people have we seen on the news who have fallen into temptation and disgraced God. So many that they younger generations distrust and are cynical towards organized religion and don’t want to have any part of it. I saw a cartoon that showed a man walking with Jesus and the caption said, “Lord save me from your followers.” Shame on us, if we miss the purpose of prayer and fail to pray that God be honored through us. 
3. The persistence of prayer

Then right after Jesus taught them how to pray, he gives a couple of parables to illustrate the third point which is the persistence of prayer. Take a look at verses 5-8. “Then he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend, and he goes to him at midnight and says, 'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, 6because a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.' 7"Then the one inside answers, 'Don't bother me. The door is already locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can't get up and give you anything.' 8I tell you, though he will not get up and give him the bread because he is his friend, yet because of the man's boldness he will get up and give him as much as he needs.” For a modern example we could use anyone of us as the man who’s in bed M. Daniel, David, Gideon or myself anyone who has kids. But let’s just say Dan goes over to Sam’s house at midnight and knocks on his door. Sam answers, “Don’t you know what time it is?” Dan responds, “The elders are coming over and I don’t have anything to give them. Do you have any bread?” Sam replies “Come on man, everyone’s asleep. If I move Andy and Lydia are going to wake up and when they wake up, I’m not going to get any sleep. Go away.” But you see, Dan won’t give up and he keeps knocking because he knows those elders are going to be hungry. So he says, “I’m not leaving until I get that bread.” And what happens is that Sam might not give him what he wants because he likes him, but he gives it to him because he wants to get Dan off his porch at midnight. 
If we look at this from the point of view of the man in bed, it doesn’t make God look gracious or loving at all. It makes him look kind of like a grumpy old man. But it takes on a different light if we look at it from the man in need. Take a look at 9-10. “"So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” And Jesus wants to get His point across so he tells them twice. Through these two verses Jesus highlights three areas; ask, seek and knock. If we connect Jesus’ prayer and parable together then we see that He wants us to persistently ask that the name of God be glorified in every area of our lives. Of the three, asking is the easiest. We just simply ask God. It’s not hard. But where it starts to get difficult is in the seeking area. We must persistently seek to glorify God in our life. This puts action into our prayer. Jesus’ brother James said that faith without action is dead. (Ja 2:26) And finally persistently knock. Knock and knock and knock like someone who is in real need. This means never giving up. If someone’s in real need they never give up because if they do, they’re done, game over. The thing is when we keep seeking and keep knocking it shows that we believe. God wants us to have this kind of persistence in our life of prayer with a sense of urgency. 
But breakdowns occur in our life of prayer when we don’t value the privilege of prayer or we have the motive behind our prayer or we simply give up praying altogether. Things breakdown when we think that we don’t need God in our life, “I want to be my own man.” Or we pray for things that have nothing to do with glorifying the name of God. And we don’t care what the will of God is and only ask for things that we want and there’s no concern for what God wants. When we are like this we become like a little child with a limited view saying, “I want what I want.” 
Most people understand the asking part but where things breakdown is at the seeking part. And I think this is the reason why people get stuck in same cycles over and over again. Because we pray, “Lord take this from me, I hate this about me, please help me.” But then do nothing about it. Then we expect something magical to happen when we sleep. Most think that they can get out by their own wisdom, but they forget to realize that it was by their own wisdom that got them into that situation in the first place. Sometimes we are embarrassed to admit that there’s a problem and thus end up not doing anything about it at all. So what happens is that we don’t move forward and sit idle only asking over and over again wondering, “why isn’t God doing anything about it.” We fail to make progress because we don’t take the next step and persistently seek and knock. This is because there’s no real desperation or sense of urgency when it comes to spiritual things. And lastly when persistence breaks down. Some think that they are persistent when they’ve asked twice. Abraham, David and Zechariah give us models of persistence. Abraham was told that he would have a son but he had to wait 25 years but eventually he had a son. David was anointed king but then had to spend the next decade running for his life before he became king. If you read his prayers, over and over again he prays for God’s mercy. Zechariah even though he was old, prayed to God for son, eventually God sent him John the Baptist. This is persistence. They kept knocking and knocking believing that God was willing and able to answer their prayers. 

And finally at the end Jesus puts this all in a context where they could understand His love even when His answer might be no. Take a look at verses 11-13. “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” A loving father would never give anything dangerous to his children. When a child reaches up on the stove trying to reach the pot of boiling water, or when they try to put a metal fork in the outlet, a loving father will always say, “no” no matter how much they cry and pout and think it’s a good idea. And no matter how much you try to explain to them why they can’t do this or that the majority of the time it falls on deaf ears. Only a wicked father would give in to such things because he doesn’t really care about the children. But a loving father will give good gifts to his children. So God, our heavenly Father, who is all knowing and infinite in wisdom will at times say “No,” even though we may plead and cry out to Him in prayer. And it’s not because He is angry with us, or because of something we did, or didn’t do. But it’s because He loves us and sees what we can’t see. And the question is do we trust Him as our loving father. The answer to that question is revealed through our prayer life. And just as our explanations sometimes fall on deaf ears to our children, sometimes we don’t understand why God does what He does. But we still have to trust Him through it. We have to trust that God works for the good of those who love Him. (Ro 8:28) We have to trust in the goodness of our heavenly Father because He loves us and He wants to give us good gifts, which are not always what we ask for. 
When Peter was here we prayed for him to get a job and stay in Chicago. We prayed for Mary and Dan to get jobs and for Gideon’s financial problems. We’ve prayed for Abigail and Jae’s visa problem and a Bible house. I prayed for my son to enter a certain set of high schools. But when Peter had to go back to Uganda, and Dan and Mary’s jobs were not what we had hoped for, and Abigail and Jae’s situation didn’t change, my son got denied to all the high schools we applied to and at the time Gideon’s financial problem didn’t go away but seemed to get worse with the news of a new baby on the way, I wondered why? What’s God’s purpose through all of this? But when we pray we need to ask ourselves, what’s our motive behind what we are asking for? Life is full of problems, and some of us are struggling with family problems, job problems, many different kinds of problems. At the end of the day, what we need more than a job, good health, obedient kids, or good grades, more than anything is to see might and power of God. The gospel isn’t that we know Jesus and ask Him for everything we want but that we know Jesus and He will be enough and that He may glorified through our lives. Do you have something that you have been praying about that you don’t want to let go of? Have you prayed about how God will be glorified, how will he be seen, how will he be known through it?  

