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You Are the Body of Christ
1 Corinthians 12:1-31a
Key Verse: 12:27 

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”
I think it is a safe assumption to say that everybody loves gifts. That is why birthdays; Valentine’s Day and Christmas are some of our favorite occasions. But how many of you can remember what you got for Christmas two years ago? Where are those gifts you received? What did you do with them? What if I told you that you can have gifts that would never go out of style like some clothes you received? What if you could have gifts that could never be misplaced or broke? What if you could have gifts that are more valuable than anything that could be purchased in the mall? Would you want these gifts? Would you value these gifts? Through today’s passage we will learn about the gifts our heavenly Father has given to us and how we should use them as we find our place in the body of Christ. 
I. Spiritual Gifts (1-11)

At this point in his letter to the Corinthians, Paul turns from the Lord’s Supper to the matter of spiritual gifts. When we study the Bible everything must be connected to Jesus because if we don’t it is bound to lead us into trouble. So before Paul expounds upon these gifts, he connects them to Jesus and the Holy Spirit. Look at verse 3. “Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.” It is only through the Holy Spirit that we can confess our faith in Jesus and from the heart call him Lord. And it is through the Holy Spirit that we receive our spiritual gifts. Right before Jesus ascended into heaven for the last time he told his disciples to carry the gospel to the ends of the earth but before they go “… he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." (Act 1:4-5) Through this we learn that the gifts of God are given through the Spirit of God so that the church of God can serve like the Son of God. The whole point of spiritual gifts is to reveal the lordship of Jesus but the Corinthians didn’t really get it. Look at verse 1. “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.” Sad to say that it seems that the Corinthians were ignorant about spiritual gifts and maybe today we’re not much better off. Did you know that as Christians you have two birthdays? We like the sound of that because it means more gifts. We have a natural birth and a spiritual birth in which we were given natural gifts and spiritual gifts. Spiritual gifts differ from natural talents such as athletic ability, musical talent, creativity and artistry, math skills, logic, or an outgoing character just to name a few. What is your natural gift? How has God blessed you? God blessed Michael Phelps with the same gift as a dolphin as the fastest man in the water or Usain Bolt, a Cheetah, as the fastest man on land. But not everyone uses the gifts they were given for God and thus they miss out on the blessings of the spiritual gifts. 
We will explore spiritual gifts in greater detail. Look at verse 4-6. “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.” Through these verses we see the trinity at work; gifts through the Spirit, service through the Lord, and God does the work in all of us. Not only that, we see the great diversity in the body of Christ with all kinds of different gifts, service and works yet at the same time what beautiful unity as they all work together through God. This gives the picture of a sports team that works so well together, where they support and complement each other covering one another’s weaknesses. Like the champion 95 Bulls who had Jordan’s offense, Pippen’s defense, Rodman’s rebounding, Kerr’s outside shooting but all coordinated by Phil Jackson’s coaching. The Bulls had talent but it wasn’t until they had the right coach who could tie them all together so they worked AS A TEAM. Each had different gifts but they didn’t win until they worked together for the good of the team. Likewise in a Christian community, our spiritual gifts are given to benefit the whole church. Let’s read verse 7. “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” No matter what gift we have, the purpose of the gift is to build up and benefit the whole church not just the person with the gift. When a person uses their gift for the sole purpose of their benefit and not the body of Christ, they become selfish and proud and the end result is that divisions arise in the church. Therefore, we need the Spirit of God within us to unite us for the common good. 
Take a look at verse 11. “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.” Through this we see that God is the one who determines WHO gets WHAT spiritual gift. We can’t choose the gift we want. We can’t even choose how much of a gift we have. God is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and he has the right to give the gifts he chooses to the people he wants, for the purpose he plans. There is nothing we can do about it, so there is no point to complain. Still that doesn’t stop us, however when we complain about what gift we’ve received we’re acting like a spoiled child who only moans and groans at Christmas time, “I don’t like my gift. I want what he has.” But the good news we find in this verse is, that to each a gift is given. No one in the body of Christ is with out a gift. Everybody has one. How many of you have thought that you were not blessed with spiritual gifts? According to verse 11 everyone one of us has at least one, and probably many have multiple. What are your spiritual gifts? How has God blessed you? 
In this passage we see some spiritual gifts such as; wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, discernment, speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, teaching and administration. In Romans we see some more; serving, encouraging, giving, leadership, and mercy (ro 12:6-8) and maybe there are even more. What is the gift of wisdom? The gift of wisdom is the ability to have insight into the word of God and apply its principles to the practical matters of life. So those who have this gift know what to do and how to do it based on God’s word. They are kind of like a spiritual coach who helps us to make good choices and avoid foolish mistakes. Jesus was filled with wisdom and even at the age of twelve amazed the scholars of his day with his understanding and wisdom. (Lk 2) Who would like this gift? James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” 
What is the gift of knowledge? The gift of knowledge is the ability to study, research and understand all kinds of subjects. People with this gift love to study and learn not being content with superficial knowledge on the topic. They are compelled to dig deeper and want to know as much as they can. People with this spiritual gift love God with all their mind. (Mk 12:30) Throughout his ministry, Jesus was always quoting the scriptures from memory because he devoted himself to study them faithfully. Jesus rebuked the religious leaders because they studied the Bible but failed to love him, which is the whole point of Bible study. So the gift of knowledge on its own is not always good. So it has to be combined with another gift like wisdom to be really effective. Do you have this gift? Do you love to study the Bible? Do you thirst to know more? 
What is the gift of faith? The gift of faith is the ability to see what needs to be done and to believe and trust that God will do it even though it seems impossible. People who have this gift simply trust God when others are ready to give up. They have hope, in hopeless situations and even though their team is losing 20-0 in the bottom of the 9th, they believe that God can win the victory. They often take the key verse, “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.” In one sense Jesus’ whole life could be summarized as a life of faith because he completely trusted in God for all things. 

The gift of healing is the ability to pray to God and ask for him to heal those who are suffering. People with this gift are drawn to those who are sick and they want to serve them and pray for them. The gift of discernment is the ability to perceive whether things are from God of from another spirit. The list of spiritual gifts continues on, but for the sake of time, I will cut it short. But I encourage you to study all of them and find out as much as you can.  If we have a certain gift does that mean we only serve using that gift? I don’t think so. I think that we have to be open to serve outside our gift as well. For example, your child comes up to you and says, “I’m hungry, can I have something to eat?” You can’t say, “I’m sorry, I don’t have the gift of hospitality, you’re going to have to get used to hunger.” Sometimes we have to do whatever is necessary in order to serve others to help them to come to know Jesus as their Lord. 
What if we have a gift but we don’t want to use it because we are afraid to fail? If you are like this I encourage you to take a look at Moses in Ex 3 & 4. When God called him, he was afraid and thought that he did not have any spiritual gifts. He said to God, “Lord, I have never been eloquent and am slow in speech and tongue. Please send someone else.” Then God said to him, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.” Moses didn’t realize that he had the gift of leadership and faith until he was put to the test. But when trust in God, he will be with us, just as he was with Moses and help us to use all the gifts that he has given us for his good purpose. Have you discovered what your spiritual gifts are? We have to discover our spiritual gifts. And cultivate them, grow them, and exercise them so that we can be the most effective servant reaching as many people as possible. When we do, God blesses us with peace and joy that surpasses all understanding. He amplifies our ability and the work of God spreads like the early Christian church. 
II. One Body, Many Parts (12-31a)
Paul next compares the church to a human body. The big picture that Paul paints is that the church is a diversely gifted group of spirit led people who love Jesus and live life together in such a way that honors Jesus and builds one another up. Through this section we can see four principles. 

First unity. Let’s read verses 12-13. “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.” Our bodies are amazing. We have so many bones, muscles and organs. Each one is different from another, with its own purpose and function and yet they work together perfectly. Just as the various parts of our body work together, so the church is filled with people who work together for the same purpose. This unity exists despite many differences such as race, age, gender, culture, and income. The only way this can happen is because we were all baptized by the same Spirit, which dwells within us. 
Second, diversity. Look at verses 14-16. “Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.” Just as the body has many distinct parts, so the church has many distinct people. Just because there is unity in the body of Christ, we all don’t have to be the same. Unity is not uniformity but diversity brought together by the love and Spirit of God. And like spiritual gifts, we can not choose what part of the body we want to be. Sometimes we may feel inferior to another person in the work of God. Maybe God has made you the hand to serve, but you really want to be the head or the mouth, but according to verse 18, God arranges the parts of the body as he wants. It is according to God’s choice for his good purpose. We must believe that God is good and he loves us as we are and he created us for a purpose. 
Third, interdependence. Look at verses 17-20. “If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body.” Just as God arranged our human body with all its various parts to work together effectively, so he has also arranged the church body with diverse people who depend on one another to work as one. God’s work is not a one man show, just like the body is not made up of one part. But many parts that all work together in unison for the glory of God. This means that we need each other to carry out the mission that God has for us. You may wonder why you are here. You may have thought, “Why in the world did God lead me here?” I don’t believe there are any accidents in God. God brought each of here for His purpose to carry out his mission. And we have to do it together. Each one of us is needed for there are many parts but one body. 
Fourth, worth. Look at verses 21-26. “The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.” Unlike the culture of our day where people are considered more valuable than others because they are more beautiful, smart, talented, rich, gifted, or whatever the church is different. According to Jesus, every Christian is so important and contributes something to the church body as God created them. Much like our own body, the parts of the church that are strong can help carry people who are weak. And, like the parts of our body that are important but are not often seen, there are many people in the church who are not always visible. Just because they are not visible doesn’t mean they are any less important. Think about the colon, who in the world would want to be the colon? Nobody, but I tell you that it still is an important part of the body. Who’s going to take out the trash? In the church of God, every Christian who is willing to function as a part of the body is deemed worthy of love, respect, and participation because they bear the image of God and are filled with the Holy Spirit and are an equal part of the church family, even though they are not always seen. 
Let’s read verse 27. “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” If there was any doubt that you are a part of the body of Christ, it should be erased. All of us, who confess Jesus as Lord, are part of the body of Christ. God gave each of us a gift and we are to use that gift to serve in the church body. Like a piece of a puzzle, we all fit together to make the picture God intended. I believe that when we use and develop our spiritual gifts connected with our natural talent as God intended an explosion happens. And we can be used in ways that we’ve never imagined. When Martin Luther combined his passion for knowledge with his gift of faith, over coming his fear, all of Europe was changed. When William Wilberforce combined his oratory skills with faith he changed England. God used his gift for a greater purpose. Think about John Newton’s musical gift and the impact of his song Amazing Grace which continues to move people’s hearts to this day. Now imagine if in one fellowship, like ours for example, if all of us used our gifts together as one body how powerful that would be. Now imagine it a step further. What if our small UBF chapter combined with all other UBF chapters just think of what could be done. And to go even further, what if all these gifts were combined with all believers everywhere to form ONE body OF Christ. Just think of what kind of impact that would have upon the world. So I ask you, what are your gifts? What is your part in the body of Christ? How will you participate in God’s work here on the IIT campus? Do you have the gift of music, or teaching, or serving, or encouragement? Whatever it is, may we discover it an dhow God may use us for his glory. Lets read verse 27 one last time. “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.”
