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Self Delusion
Luke 13:22-35

Key Verse: 13:24
“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.”
Self delusion is an incredibly powerful thing.  It’s capable of enabling total blindness to basic beliefs of physical reality.  And at the same time, it’s capable of causing others to believe something so deeply that they’ll think and act in ways precisely in line with what the delusion demands, almost as if they’re following a script.1 For example recently I saw a video about a self professed Kiai Master. Kiai is a martial art that requires no physical contact with one’s opponent. The wielder harnesses his or her Kiai (or Chi/Ki) energy to fight instead of using their hands and feet.  This particular Kiai Master is an instructor and he has a big following with plenty of students who believe exactly what he says — and evidently, so does he. He is so sure that his power is real that he offered a $5000 challenge to anyone willing to fight him.  Unfortunately for him, someone took him up on it. And within minutes it was clear that the Kiai Master’s skill was no match for the challenger’s mixed martial arts. You could see the look of confusion on the Kiai Master’s face as he did his best to stop his opponent only to have him punch him in the face. As he tries again and again and again to attack his opponent without touching him he wonders why it doesn’t have the same effect as on his students. And moments later he’s lying on the mat unable to move in an utterly humiliating loss with a bank account $5K lighter. In this case of self delusion the only thing that was hurt was the guy’s face, his pride and his bank account all of which can heal, but what about eternal matters? Can you really risk self delusion when it comes to eternity? In today’s passage Jesus deals with the self delusion of believers. He’s speaking to every self professed Christian and he gives us a solemn warning regarding our relationship with Him. This is something I think we all need to be aware of . 
Let’s begin today at verse 22-23. “Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 23Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”” Through the past several chapters Jesus has been giving the tough message that unless we accept the gospel internally we can’t enter into the kingdom of God. No matter how well we follow the law on the outside, if we don’t accept it in our heart we won’t be saved. So while Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem someone in his group asks, “Is this is it? Are only a few of us going to be saved?” It sounds like a legitimate question but how does Jesus respond? Let’s read verses 24-30. “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. 25Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside knocking and pleading, 'Sir, open the door for us.' "But he will answer, 'I don't know you or where you come from.' 26"Then you will say, 'We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.' 27"But he will reply, 'I don't know you or where you come from. Away from me, all you evildoers!' 28"There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves thrown out. 29People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who will be last.” When this guy asked him if only a few are going to be saved, maybe he shared a common thought that the Israelites had. They believed that the Jews would be saved simply because they were Abraham’s descendants and all Gentiles would be condemned simply because they weren’t.
But shockingly Jesus turns to him and says, “Some of you aren’t even in.”

A while back, when my son Mikey was a little baby, maybe a week old, Julia and I had to take him in for his week old check up. And then this other couple walks in with their little girl. And as I am looking at them suddenly I realize who they are. Sitting a few feet from us is Steve McMichael. Can you believe it? Now you are probably wondering who the heck is Steve McMichael. Maybe you know him better by his nickname, Mongo? Still nothing? Well he played defensive tackle for the superbowl champion Chicago Bears. Arguably one of the best defenses of all time and he was one of their stars. So I lean over to Julia and I say proudly, “Do you know who that is? That’s Steve “Mongo” McMichael.” Those of you who know me, know that I’m a huge football fan and of course the 1985 Chicago Bears are my favorite team. That year they went 15-1 and just destroyed every other team in the playoffs. They had back to back shutouts and beat the New England Patriots 46-10 in the superbowl. They were great. And there was probowler Steve “Mongo” McMichael the heart and soul of that championship defense sitting a few feet away from us. So Julia says, “Why don’t you go over there and take a picture with him?” “Naw, I’m too cool for that. I don’t want to be like one of those kind of people.” But deep down I wanted to meet him. You are probably wondering, “Why is he telling me this.” Now here’s the point I want to make. I can tell you a lot about Mongo. I can tell you that he was drafted out of Texas in 1980, and that he wore the number 76 on his jersey, his career lasted 14 years and one of which he led the Bears with 11.5 sacks and 108 tackles, and boy could he destroy quarterbacks. So I know a lot about him, but I don’t know him. And if I went to his house right now and said, “Hey mongo, remember me from the hospital? I don’t think he’d invite me in, he might call the cops, but not invite me in. I know a lot about him, but I don’t really know him. 
And my fear is that a lot of Christians know a lot about Jesus like I know a lot about Steve McMichael, but Jesus says that’s not adequate. To just be around Jesus and know about him is not enough. This isn’t the only place in the Bible where Jesus says this. In fact it’s everywhere. For example take Mt 7:21-23 says, “Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'” Does anyone find this text terrifying? In these verses we see people doing a lot of things. They prophesied, they drove out demons, they even performed miracles but notice what they’re not saying. They’re not saying that they know Jesus. So what we see here is that they have been conformed to a pattern of religion but not transformed by the Holy Spirit. They have been conditioned to live a certain way and still don’t know Jesus. Doesn’t that scare you? The fact that there will be people living what seems like holy lives and never ever know Jesus personally? These people don’t really have any affection for Jesus, no worship of Jesus, no desire to know Jesus, and certainly no submission to Jesus. The only thing they have is a list of things they’ve done. 
Here is another example in 1 Tim 4:1-2 says, “The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron.” What Paul’s saying here is that there will come a time when there will be people in, and around, the church whom are considered brothers, but when they hear the word of God they don’t want to follow it and instead they abandon the faith and follow the doctrine of demons because their consciences are dead. So what does Paul tell Timothy to do about it? In verse 16 Paul tells him, “Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers.” Paul is such a wonderful shepherd and he knows Timothy so well and he’s worried about him so Paul urges him to watch his life (that’s how he lives) and his doctrine (that’s his principles – what he believes) closely. Why? Because if Timothy doesn’t, he just might end up like one of those who are near Jesus but don’t know him. We can fall so easily into self delusion. We tend to think that we’re better or stronger than what we really are. People will lure themselves into a false sense of security and they will fall into self delusion. For example one actress, who is in her 60’s, said just this week that she finally realized that she’s a lesbian. And this must be the reason that her 4 previous marriages failed. She has let herself fall into the delusion that there’s nothing wrong with her, it can’t be her fault that her previous marriages didn’t work out. Therefore the problem must be something else. And then they fall prey to deceiving spirits that lead her to believe a lie. Or when we don’t do as well as we thought in a class. It can’t be my fault, that guy is a terrible professor. Or when one’s life doesn’t turn out they way they thought, they say it’s not my fault, I had bad parents. That’s self delusion.
Let’s take another example. Matthew 25:31-46 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. …. 41"Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. And then the sheep go on to eternal life while the goats go on to eternal punishment. It’s clear from this passage, as well as the two previous ones, that there’s evidence in the Bible that there are people who are partakers at some level at what is right and good but in the end they are not believers in Jesus Christ. 
This theme is all over the Bible. How about the parable of the 10 virgins in Mt 25? Five were wise and five were foolish. And on the outside they all looked the same. All of them were virgins, all of them had lamps and all of them were waiting for the bridegroom. But in the end when they tried to enter in, five of them were told, “I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.” Doesn’t that scare you, that’s a 50% failure rate? I could go on and on but I think you get my point. There will be those who are around Jesus, or around the church, who have great attendance records, who know a lot about God but in the end God will say to them, “I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.”
What happens next? Take a look at v31. “At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, "Leave this place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” The Pharisees were fed up and wanted Jesus to leave so they tried to scare him off. But Jesus isn’t afraid and says “Go tell that fox, 'I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.' 33In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!” (v32-33) They said, “you’d better get out of here because Herod wants to kill you,” but Jesus clarifies: “Herod’s going to kill me, but not until I get to Jerusalem.”

And look at how Jesus laments starting in verse 34. “"O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 35Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.” Jesus is not condemning them – in fact he’s doing the opposite, he’s crying out to them. Jesus’ heart is breaking for his people. And he’s weeping, “Why aren’t you listening? Why do you choose to do what you’re doing? Can’t you see that your house is deserted, without hope?” Jesus is longing protect them, to take care of them, to ease their burden, to love them. 
So here’s the question that’s laid before us today. Do you know Jesus personally or do you just know a lot about him? Because if not, Jesus is warning that in the end there will be those who think they know him, but he’s going to say to them, “What’s your name? Where do you come from? I don’t know you.” And what’s scary about this in the context of Luke, is shortly after this, Jesus will not address Israel again. He’ll only speak to His disciples. So in a sense he closes the door and spends the rest of his earthly life preparing his disciples for what’s to come. And all people will fall into one of three groups: Those who know Jesus, those who think they know Him, and those who don’t want to know Him. And for those in the last group I just want to implore you to seek Jesus because he died to save us from our sins so that we could once again have a right relationship with our Father God who created us and all things. But for those who think they know Jesus I ask one last time, do you know Him, or do you just know about Him? How do you gage that? You have to answer these questions: do you genuinely love Jesus? Do you hate your sin? Do you desire to grow in a deeper fellowship with Him? Do you read the Bible so that you can get to know Him? Do you have in your heart a longing for him, do you have a need for him? Is prayer a reality in your life or is it just something you think you should do? Do you confess your sins and share all your burdens of life with Him? Do you share your joys, hopes and dreams with Him? And here’s the biggie, do you submit your life to Him and obey His commands?
When we read this passage we acknowledge that this happens in the church but we then go on to say it won’t happen in our ministry, not in my church, and never with me. Then we have to ask ourselves when did Judas decide to betray Jesus? Was he always that way? He changed when he realized that he didn’t want to do what Jesus was doing. His issue was money, but what’s your issue, what area in your life don’t you want to submit to Jesus? Usually we fall into spiritual self delusion either through ignorance when we don’t know God’s word or through out right disobedience as was the case with Judas. Let’s come back to our key verse 24. Are you honestly making every effort to enter through the narrow door? I’m not talking about doing a lot of things like in Mt 7. But are you making every effort to know Jesus? If you knew what was coming at the judgment, you would try. The thing that scares me is in all the parables Jesus tells about this, the people involved find out only at the end, when it’s too late, and there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. We all say it won’t happen to me, those are famous last words. Because the same people who shouted “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,” were the same ones who shouted “Crucify him, crucify him!” May God have mercy on us and help us to have the desire and decision to make every effort to know Jesus. 
