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What Excuse Will You Use When God Invites You?

Luke 14:1-24

Key Verse: 14:17 

"At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 'Come, for everything is now ready.'”

Often times we’re asked to do something. Maybe it’s to do a favor, take care of a task or to go somewhere. But what do you do if you really don’t want to do it? Did you know that all of us have a willingness gage? The willingness gage indicates how willing we are to do something. How willing a person is, is directly proportional to the delay in their response to the question you ask them. The next time you ask someone to do a favor listen for how long it takes them to respond. It doesn’t matter what their answer is, the longer the time, the less willing they are. Try it sometime. In today’s passage we’ll see the willingness factor at work. Actually this passage is filled with people who are not willing and give excuses. Not only that, we’ll see the contrast between a banquet given by a Pharisee and a banquet given by God. And from it we’ll see the beautiful heart of God and how he longs to bring us to his kingdom and what a special privilege we have been given being invited to the bountiful banquet in the kingdom of God. 


Let’s begin by taking a look at verses 1-2. “One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. 2There in front of him was a man suffering from dropsy.” As Luke unfolds this account he really exposes the mercilessness of the Pharisees. On a Sabbath Jesus was invited to dinner by a prominent Pharisee. Now Pharisees were already prominent in society, but this Pharisee was one of the elite. He would have been like President Obama, of VP Joe Biden who were not only senators but in the upper echelon of politics. The guests were probably all from high society and the dinner must have been extravagant. Everything would have been business as usual where all the rich people are flattering each other, except at this party one of the guests seemed out of place. Strangely, a man with dropsy was invited and was put right in front of Jesus. Dropsy is known now as Edema which is a condition where the body stops maintaining the balance of fluids and as a result unusually large swelling occurs. Sometimes this is referred to as retaining water, but it’s at an extreme rate to the point where a person’s leg could swell to the size of their waist. It would have made an odd scene, all these rich, elite people and then this poor suffering man with a gigantic leg. So why was he there? Their motive was to use this poor man as bait to trap Jesus. And like hunters with their trap set, they watched Jesus closely to see if he would break their law and heal on the Sabbath. 


The mercilessness of the Pharisees was exposed. Surly Jesus knew what was going on and he was ticked off when he saw that they were using a suffering man for their evil purpose. Jesus made a plea to their humanity by saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” (3) But they had nothing to say. Their silence revealed their guilt. Without wasting time Jesus gets to work, took hold of the man and healed him. Then he sent him away to get him out of the toxic environment. Unlike the Pharisee who made use of the man, Jesus embraced him and healed him. The Pharisees were all about themselves but Jesus was about this man. This is just one example of the Shepherd heart of Jesus. He didn’t lie when he said, "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep," (Jn 10:11) because he knew it was a trap and yet that didn’t stop him. He didn’t care about what happened to himself as long as he could help the man.

However Jesus did more than just heal the man. He also taught the Pharisee, and everyone there, the mercy of God. Look at verse 5. "Then he asked them, 'If one of you has a son or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull him out?'" Surly none of them would waste any time pulling out their son or their ox if they were in trouble. It’s the same with God. He doesn’t want his children to suffer. This event shows how Jesus acknowledged that even this suffering man was a child of God. To the world he was nothing but he was just as much God’s child as anyone else. And God wants to save all men from their sins, and to give life to those who are dying. Our God is a merciful god. What a stark contrast between the merciless Pharisee and the mercy of God. How blessed we are to have such a merciful god. 

As this was going on Jesus noticed how they were all scrambling for the seats of honor. They didn’t care about the man; they only cared about getting the best seat in the house. So to point out their foolishness Jesus tells this parable. Take a look at verses 8, 9. "When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person more distinguished than you may have been invited. If so, the host who invited both of you will come and say to you, 'Give this man your seat.' Then, humiliated, you will have to take the least important place." People love to be honored. It can be one of the love languages, words of encouragement. But taken to the extreme it becomes glory seeking and it can get out of hand. So God's people shouldn’t think this way. I remember at one Christmas worship service that I was presiding at. I was sitting there on the stage with a bunch of others as the place is filling up and I guess one of them wasn’t supposed to be there. So I was asked to go and tell him that he had to leave. What an awkward position I was in. And unfortunately he was humiliated in front of all the others that were sitting there. The Bible says, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." (Ja 4:6) 


Then Jesus rebuked them, "But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he will say to you, 'Friend, move up to a better place.' Then you will be honored in the presence of all your fellow guests." (v10) Generally people are ready to exalt themselves. But if we claim to believe in Jesus, we must learn how to be humble because it doesn’t come naturally. Verse 11 says, “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” We can learn from the example of Jesus, who although he was God made himself nothing. (Php 2:7) We shouldn’t do anything out of selfish ambition, but in humility consider others better than ourselves. (Php 2:3)

After rebuking the guests Jesus turned his attention to the host and revealed his corrupted heart. “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." (v12-14) We see the host’s motive in throwing the party. He wanted to be repaid. They liked to pay honor to each other. Jesus wanted them to learn the shepherd heart of God by taking care of the needy. And to know that they will be paid back by the one who really matters. The one who has eternal checkbook. God remembers acts of mercy. Matthew 25:36-40 says, "'I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me'...'When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' The King will reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'" Giving something to the helpless is the same as giving to our Lord Jesus Christ. Nothing is wasted. They were looking for their rewards in the wrong place. Don’t make the same mistake. 

As Jesus was rebuking them one of the Pharisees at the table said, "Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God" (15b). At first it seems that this Pharisee must have grasped the blessedness of the kingdom of God. But from Jesus’ response we see that this man’s attitude was not quite right. What he said was true, but Jesus is going to point out that although they thought they were serving God in reality they were rejecting Him and trying to convict Him. 

Take a look at verses 16,17. "Jesus replied: 'A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, "Come, for everything is now ready." In verse 17, "those who had been invited," refers to God’s chosen people; the Jews. (Ro 9:1-5) They were chosen by God and he went all out and prepared a wonderful banquet for them to enjoy. Everything was done, the food was made, the room was decorated and the music was playing. They had received the invitations and now it was the time. What happened? All of them rejected God's invitation. What a surprise! One of them said, "I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it, please excuse me." (18b). Another said, "I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them out. Please excuse me" (19). Still another said, "I just got married, so I can't come" (20). The third guy was the rudest one of all because he didn’t even say, “excuse me,” but flat out rejected God's invitation. 

They had a special privilege to be invited. Not everyone is invited. We have to recognize that to be part of God’s family is really a privilege. But so often we are burdened. We are burdened to meet. We are burdened to sacrifice what we want to do and follow God. But instead of accepting God’s invitation, we want him to wait until we are ready to go to his party. In a sense we are saying, “don’t call me, I’ll call you.” We have gotten comfortable in our relationship with God and we like to dictate our lives to him, instead of the other way around. In our modern generation we tend to live our lives by convenience. We do it, if it is convenient for us. One of Satan’s best weapons is to lure us to live convenient lives. 

Notice in verses 16 & 17 – When God put this banquet together it cost him something. He had to make preparations. This was a feast for MANY people. For us to join God in the heavenly banquet, it cost him the life of his Son Jesus. Think about that next time you want to make an excuse. Most people would be ticked off if they hadn’t been invited, but then they think nothing about not coming. Imagine for a moment if all of us had been invited last year to Dan & Viola’s wedding and none of us showed up. The cake was there, the food, the wine, the DJ and of course they were there but none of us showed up. How do you think they would feel after they paid all that money to prepare it? I think I would be pissed. And that’s exactly how the master responded. The master was angry because he went to the expense of preparing but his preparation was sending his only son to die on the cross so that you and I could sit down with him at the heavenly feast. I know that Dan and Viola treated us so nicely but God’s preparation was the ultimate preparation because it cost the life of his only Son. 

Time is a valuable commodity. It’s more valuable that money. When you ask for someone’s time, it’s like asking for a part of their life. Time is the one thing that we can never get back. Their interest was not in God but in land, livestock and ladies. They were all alike. They began to make excuses, one after another. And their excuses were not even good excuses. Shouldn’t you look at the land BEFORE you buy it instead of afterward? Should you try out the oxen BEFORE you buy them? However I can relate to the marriage one. 

The field represents our material things. And what happens is that if we are not careful we can let material things get in between us and God. The oxen represent our career or our job. Again if we are not careful we can let our careers (or job) get in between us and God. Many people I have met were in need of a job to support themselves. So they come to church and many people pray for them to get a job. And you know what happened? God blessed them with a job. And then do you know what happened? Their boss asks them to work on Sunday and they give in because either they don’t want to upset their boss, or they really like the money. Then they justify themselves by saying, “God understands my situation.” Does he really? It doesn’t appear so from this passage. The marriage represents family. If we’re not careful we can let our family get in between us and God. 

What happened next? Look at verse 21. "The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.'" Here, the owner of the house represents God. God was angry because his own people, for whom he had prepared the banquet, rejected his invitation (Jn 1:11). But God did not stop inviting his people; the invitation was extended to the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame. They were undeserving people. They represent sinners such as the tax collectors and prostitutes, (Mt 21:32), the poor and needy, even a condemned criminal. (Lk 23:43) When they were invited, they were surprised that they were invited. They accepted the invitation with great joy because they knew they were sinners who didn’t deserve such a wonderful invitation. They felt privileged to be invited and experienced God's wonderful love through his invitation. Compare that to the Pharisees who thought they were so good, and expected to be invited. Wow, how self righteous the Pharisees had become. Our view of ourselves comes from our view of our sin. Those who know they are sinners are humble and on the other hand, those who ignore their sins are proud.

Look at verses 22-23. The servant said, "Sir, what you ordered has been done, but there is still room. Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full.’" Here we see the heart of God. Our Father God in heaven earnestly desires that the kingdom of God be filled with his precious children. So God opened up the invitation to the whole world and began to invite the Gentiles. This reminds me of St. Paul’s missionary journeys to Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe, Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, Ephesus and Rome. As Paul preached the gospel, the Holy Spirit worked and Gentiles began to believe in Jesus. As a result, fruitful churches were established all over the Roman world. Surely, God loves all people of all nations as a father loves his precious children. God does not want anyone to die, but desires that everyone come to Jesus and be saved. Here is another contrast in the banquets. The Pharisees were exclusive and only wanted the elite to attend. But God wants all people to attend. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Here’s the kicker, when we know and experience the heart of God, then we too can have love for all people of all nations. When we know the heart of God, we can pray for all kinds of people that we normally wouldn’t. Like Muslims in Al-Qaeda, who want to destroy us, or those in Iraq, North Korea or China. God’s love is a beautiful thing when we experience it personally. 

Now here is the point that I want to make today. When I see verse 17 especially the part, “Come, for everything is now ready” It reminds me of God’s invitation to the kingdom of God at the end of days. Even now, Jesus is inviting us, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” (Rev 3:20) Jesus is inviting us to spend eternity with him. Wow, eternity is a long time. Think about this. Think about how God created the world, how much care he put into it. 

In just 6 days he created our world, which is so beautiful, so complex and so abundant. Now think of this, Jesus said that he is going away to prepare a place for us. (Jn 14) and he has been at it for the last 2000 years. If he made this beautiful world in 6 days, just think of what he can do in 2000 years. And one day he will return and say, “Come for everything is now ready.” But if we make excuses, like those in this passage and we are not careful and let other things get between us and God, we are in danger of not even getting a taste of God’s kingdom. Verse 24 says, “I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.” Jesus gives us many invitations but what have been your excuses? I have no time, I’m busy, I’ve got homework, I’m tired, I’ve got to work, or I just don’t want to do. In this passage we’ve seen the wonderful heart of God who loves his children and wants to lavish them with his blessing but what will be your response when God invites you saying, “Come…”
