
- 4 -


The Resurgence of Jesus
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Key Verse: 15:3-4

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures...." 

We live in what is called “The Information Age.” This is a time of unprecedented information unlike any time in history. The average TV is on eight hours a day and the average person spends three hours online and we are constantly bombarded with messages on our phone, billboards, radio, film, email, magazines, iPods, newspapers, and people. With all this information coming at us, what message is the most important? If you could filter out everything except the most important, what would you “digg” or give a “thumbs up?” What would you consider to be the most important bit of knowledge? In today’s message let’s see what Paul valued as “first importance.” 
Look at verse 1. “Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.” What does he mean by “gospel” and why did he want to remind them of it? From the Greek, gospel translates as “good news.” The good news is that God has provided salvation through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In doing this, Paul reveals what was most important to him and what connects all Christians together; it’s the gospel. It doesn’t matter if your Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox, Pentecostal, or Evangelical the one thing that we all agree on is the gospel. This is the focal point of Christianity.

Lets’ read verses 3-4. “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,” Here we see that Paul was not the originator of the message but he was connected to the early Christians, received it from them, and passed it on to Corinth and now to us. What is the most important thing you know? Have you ever thought about that? And why is it important to you? Some may answer, “It was my college admission decision,” or “the results on my mid term,” or “my fiancée finally said, ‘yes.’” But to Paul, the gospel was paramount. It was so urgent, that he was compelled to tell EVEYONE about it as a matter of life and death. So why is the gospel so important? We already said that is it provided salvation for us, but salvation from what? Why do we need to be saved? What would you say is mankind's biggest problem? Global warming? Gas prices? President Bush? Or having to choose between Obama and McCain? The Bible says that man's biggest problem is sin. Why? Sin is not accepting God as our Almighty Creator, nor giving thanks to him. (Ro 1:21) Sin is disobedience to the word of God and rebellion against Him and living without Him. Man is destined to die once and after that to face judgment (Heb 9:27). No one escapes God's judgment (2 Cor 5:10) and the final destination is Hell, the fiery lake of burning sulfur. (Rev 21:8) It’s so horrible that many don't want to think about it but it’s real. Let’s see how this good news brings us salvation. 
First, Jesus died in our place for our sins.

Verse 3 says, “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,” The scriptures that Paul is alluding to are the books of the Old Testament. In the Old Testament there were many prophecies about the coming of one who will save his people from their sins. Seven hundred years before the birth of Jesus the prophet Isaiah promised his coming, “Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” (Isa 7:13) There is no doubt that Jesus lived. It’s a historical fact. His life is recorded in Jewish, as well as, Roman history. But there are some, like those in Islam, that say Jesus didn’t die. No it is a fact, Jesus lived and he died. At his death, a soldier plunged a spear under his rib cage and into his heart sack causing a sudden flow of blood and water to spill out. (Jn 19:34-35) This soldier, who was a professional executioner, testified to the fact that Jesus died. His job was on the line if he didn’t complete the task. 
About 480 years before Jesus was born Zechariah the prophet said, “And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son.” (12:10) Isaiah was an amazing prophet, prophesying about Jesus’ death with great detail and accuracy. He found this meaning in it. “By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken.” (Isa 53:8) “Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.” (Isa 53:12) When Jesus died, darkness came over the whole land from noon, when the sun should be at the highest point in the sky, till 3pm. At the moment of his death the 4 inch thick curtain of the temple was torn in two and the earth shook and rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. After Jesus’ resurrection they came out of the tombs and appeared to many people. This was not the death of an ordinary man. 
Second, Jesus was buried.

Verse 4a says “that he was buried …” After Jesus had died; his body was wrapped in burial linens and spices, like a mummy, and placed in a tomb donated by a rich man. Amazingly even this was also foretold by the prophet Isaiah, “He had done no wrong and had never deceived anyone. But he was buried like a criminal; he was put in a rich man’s grave.” (Isa 53:9) When Jesus’ body had been taken down from the cross, Joseph, a rich man from Arimathea who had become a follower of Jesus, went to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body. And Pilate issued an order to release it to him. Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a long sheet of clean linen cloth. He placed it in his own new tomb, which had been carved out of the rock. Then he rolled a great stone across the entrance and left. (Mt 27:57) When the stone slammed shut, this was the finality of death. It was over, Jesus was dead and buried. It was as if you were looking at someone’s tombstone. Death is so final. In video games you get many lives, at least three, and cats are said to have nine. Kidding aside death is real and is something that no one has EVER over come. Everyone in history, past and present, has fallen under death. Each of us has known someone who has died. Jesus’ burial is the closing curtain in the drama of life.
Third, Jesus rose from the dead.

If the story of Jesus’ life ended with his death, it would be have been another heartfelt yet sorrowful tragedy, like one of Shakespeare's plays. However look at verse 4b. “… that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,” The words "according to the Scriptures," are important, otherwise Paul would not have repeated them. This shows that it did not happen by chance. And it was not a made up story (Gal 1:11) like the Roman and Greek stories of their gods Zeus and Apollo. The gospel is based on fact not fiction and it was planned long ago by God and fulfilled by Him. The events of Christ's death and resurrection are facts of history which fulfill the promise of God in the Scriptures. 
Jesus’ resurrection should not have been a surprise because he told his disciples many times that he had go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he had be killed but on the third day he would rise again. (Mt 16:21) Once when Paul addressed the people in Athens, they sneered and ridiculed his suggestion of a bodily resurrection. (Act 17:32) Even in our day, the idea of someone rising from the dead is pretty outlandish. When we first think of it, we get the impression of zombies. I know resurrection seems a bit hard to believe, but don’t take my word for it, listen to what an eyewitness had to say. Peter proclaimed, "This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.” (Act 2:22-24) Peter was an eyewitness to the resurrection so he could proclaim this because it was true. The prophet Hosea fore saw even how many days it would take before Jesus rose. He said, “After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his presence.” (Hosea 6:2) 
Among those who saw Jesus were his friends, (Peter and the other disciples), strangers (crowds of more than 500), family (His brother James), followers and even enemies like Paul or the Roman soldiers. The resurrection was CONFIRMED by appearances to trustworthy witnesses. These were not dreams or vague appearances, like the folklore or mythology of the time. Peter and the others were eyewitnesses, who could be questioned and testify to the truth. Look at verse 5. “...and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.” As any first year law student will attest, in trials eyewitnesses are key and can convict the guilty or free the innocent. We CANNOT dismiss the accounts of eye witnesses. The words of the two men on the road to Damascus are unforgettable. They told the eleven disciples, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” (Lk 24:34) Mary Magdalene told the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” (Jn 20:18) After she told them Jesus visited them and freaked out ten of his eleven disciples by popping in on them when they were locked inside a room. They didn’t believe him at first and thought he was a ghost. But then he showed them his hands and feet and his side, where he was pierced. But when Thomas (known as the doubter) was with them, he didn’t believe them and wanted to see for himself. So Jesus popped in on them again. This time he showed Thomas the nail marks in his hands and had him put his finger in the hole in his side and then he sat down and ate with them. Thomas, the professed doubter, exclaimed, “My Lord and my God!” Even a Roman officer and the other soldiers at the crucifixion said, “This man truly was the Son of God!” (Mt 27:54) Look at verse 6. “After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.” This was big news. Five hundred people is not a small amount of witnesses. This would have made the front page news. 

Look at verse 7. “Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,” Since this James is listed in addition to the apostles, this is Jesus’ half brother. (mt13:55) James and his three other brothers grew up with Jesus. They knew everything about him. When Jesus said that he was God, they would have replied, “Well you think you are. That’s how all big brothers act.” Their attitude was probably just like the Jews who grumbled, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I came down from heaven'?” (Jn6:41) James did not believe in Jesus before the resurrection. (Jn 7:5) In fact his family thought he was crazy. (Mk 3:20) But after Jesus’ resurrection they worshipped him as Lord and joined the apostles in prayer constantly. (Ac 1:14)  James even became a leader in the Jerusalem church. Only a miracle could change his heart. And the resurrection was that miracle. 

Look at verse 8. “…and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.” As Paul was on his was to murder Christians, Jesus, after he had risen from the dead, visited him. As Jesus appeared to him, he was blinded for 3 days. Then a disciple, Ananias went to him and prayed for him and healed him. At once Paul began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son God. What could change one who murdered Christians into one of the most vocal and successful Christian leaders? The chief priests were worried about Jesus rising so they asked Pilate to post a guard and make it as secure as they knew how. After all this, if Jesus didn’t rise why did the chief priests feel that they had to come up with a back up plan and make up a story that the disciples stole the body? (Mt 28:13) To prove he was dead all they had to do was produce the body? And if someone was going to steal the body why would they leave the burial clothes behind so neatly folded? (Jn 20:7) So how did he get free? An angel came down from heaven, rolled the stone away and the guards were so afraid of him, they shook and became like dead men. (Mt 28) They probably wet their pants at what they saw. These were battle hardened men. They saw men die and they killed their fair share. They don’t get scared easily. What could have made them shake like that?  

The early Christians changed their day of worship from Saturday to Sunday because Jesus rose on a Sunday. What would make them change their day of worship, something that was so important to their way of life? And if all of this is not enough I have one more piece of evidence that Jesus has become the most important person in the history of the world. Time itself is organized around his life – B.C. stands for “Before Christ” and A.D. is “Anno Domini” which means “in the year of the Lord.” Since history began, more songs have been sung, more artwork has been created, and more books have been written about Jesus than anyone who has ever lived. Millions of people worship Jesus as God. No army, nation, or person has changed human history to the degree that Jesus has because he alone has forgiven sin and conquered death. This set of facts about Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection were written when many of the eyewitnesses were still alive who could verify their truthfulness. There could only be ONE answer, Jesus ROSE from the dead! Jesus has risen! Therefore we praise and worship Jesus as God because he has risen!
Fourth, the gospel messengers.

Look at verses 9-11. “For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed.” Paul closes this section on Jesus’ death and resurrection by stating that he and all other Christians are sinners and hypocrites unqualified for God’s love. It is by God’s unmerited loving grace poured out through Jesus that people are both saved from their old way of life and empowered to live a new way of life. Paul realized that he didn’t deserve to be an apostle because he had been a murderer. In his self righteousness he killed Christians because he thought that he was serving God. Paul was not a friend of Jesus. He hated Jesus and despised Christians and his sole mission was to murder them. Even though he was on the other team, Jesus accepted him, loved him, and died for him. This was the wonderful grace of Jesus. This was the gospel at work and it melted his heart so much that he broke down and wept repenting for his sins and finally joined Jesus’ team. 
Some say the disciples made up the whole story of Jesus’ resurrection. Why? What would they gain from it? They were homeless, publically hated, run out of town and eventually all but John would be killed. John would be exiled to an island. What did they gain from proclaiming Jesus’ resurrection? As they were being killed and tortured, don’t you think that at least one of them might have recanted if it were not true? The chances are, the more people who claimed that Jesus had been raised from the dead, the greater the odds someone would recant it. Some will argue that many have died for good causes and maybe they were duped into believing. What about Paul, who was on the fast track to becoming one of the top leaders in his country, why would he suddenly join his enemy and follow a homeless man? Why would a man like Paul tell a lie about something that he is absolutely committed to destroying, something that only condemns him as a fool? Why would he support a lie that profited him no power, no fame, no money, no glory, and only brought him shame, disgrace, and death? What could be the motivation of all the followers of Jesus unless it was true? What Paul is saying here is, “I wouldn’t lie. I wouldn’t have such a change of heart, change of mind, change of life, if the resurrection of Jesus is not true.” He was ship wrecked, homeless, beaten, stoned, left for dead, impoverished, on the run, and imprisoned for one reason, and one reason only, he wouldn’t stop talking about the resurrection of Jesus. It’s simple, Paul experienced the grace of God so deeply that he was FOREVER changed. 

So what should we do: Let’s read verse 2 together. “By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” We must believe and hold on to the gospel. When the people of Peter’s time heard the gospel, they were cut to the heart and said, "What shall we do?" Then Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized and those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. (Act 2:37-41) Many people know about Jesus but they don’t want to accept the gospel because they think as soon as they do, theirs lives are going to be boring living under many rules and regulations. And it conjures up images of nuns with rulers. It’s true if you accept Jesus, you can’t live your old way of life. But Jesus empowers you to live a new way of life. It’s a new life, that frees you from the burdens of guilt/sin replaced by real joy that changes the way you look at the world. If it were not so, why would so many people, throughout history do so? So I ask you today, are you cut to the heart? Do you know Jesus? Have you received this truth? Paul says that we MUST receive it and we must stand upon it for it to be of practical value to us. Do you know Jesus, do you love Jesus, do you belong to Jesus? Is the resurrection of Jesus the most important event in your life? Repent and believe and have eternal life! 

