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Resurrected Like Jesus
1 Corinthians 15:35-58

Key Verse 15:49

“And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.”
In 1993, pro golfer Paul Anzinger won the PGA championship. He had it made, sitting on the top of his profession, when suddenly he was diagnosed with cancer at the age of 33. He wrote, “A genuine feeling of fear came over me. I could die from cancer. Then another reality hit me even harder. I’m going to die eventually anyway, whether from cancer or something else. It’s just a question of when. Everything I had accomplished in golf became meaningless to me. All I wanted to do was live.” He is not alone. All people want to live but at one point or another are overwhelmed by the fear of death. And as our days grow shorter this fear intensifies. Death is the enemy of us all. But thank God for Jesus who destroyed death and gave us hope in the glorious resurrection. Let’s take a closer look at the glory of the resurrection. 
Several years ago I had to do an engineering project in Louisiana. Being my first time there something caught my eye. All the cemeteries that I passed had the coffins above ground. With all of these crypts above ground, it made for a very eerie feeling. And I couldn’t help myself from thinking, “I wonder what they look like in there.” And I had the same question as the Corinthians, “How could these bones be turned into bodies?” Take a look at verse 35. “But someone may ask, ‘How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?’” From the beginning of time no one had ever been able to dodge death. You may be able to defy death for a short time but eventually everyone is swallowed up by the power of death. Because of this, the Corinthians, and even people today, had trouble accepting resurrection. However, whether they believe it or not, the resurrection of Jesus was a historical fact and in the end all people will be resurrected. Jesus said, “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice and come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.” (Jn 5:28,29) But some asked how are the dead raised? Basically this question stems from the fear of death. No one wants to die. Even if life is full of suffering, still we want to live as long as possible. Even slaves, as bad as their lives were, they still wanted to live. In every man, the fear of death and the desire to live is so strong. Paul understood the Corinthian’s hearts and rebuked their foolishness, “How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.” (v36) Through his words we find the resurrection principle. The resurrection principle demonstrates that death is the prerequisite to resurrection. Just as calc 1 is the prerequisite to calc 2, something has to die in order to be resurrected. Without death there is no resurrection. Therefore we don’t have to fear death because it is not the end but only a prerequisite. 
Even so, still it’s not easy to accept the resurrection principle. Once the disciple Peter said to Jesus, “You are the Son of the living God.” Even though Peter knew that Jesus was the Son of the living God, whenever Jesus spoke about his death and resurrection, Peter could not accept it and took Jesus aside and rebuked him. To his surprise Jesus rebuked him back saying, “Get behind me Satan! You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.” Then Jesus taught Peter the right attitude toward the resurrection principle. Jesus said, “"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it.” (Mk8:34,35) This is how Jesus became the life giving spirit. (v45) Generally speaking, most people don’t want to suffer to put the resurrection principle into practice. But to have victory, we have to ACCEPT AND APPLY the principle of the resurrection. Think about the Marathon runners. Turn around and take a look at them. The runners you see are at mile 23 of 26. Do you think they want to stop? You bet they do. But they are putting the resurrection principle into practice. They have to if they want to finish the race. Likewise in anything we do we have to put this principle into practice if we want to finish, especially in our race of faith. Paul understood this principle and in last week’s passage he said, “I die every day – I mean that brothers…”(v31) He didn’t mean it literally, that he died every day but that he died to himself and pushed on to carry out the work of God. Sometimes we want to give up but it is at that critical moment that we must remember Jesus and the resurrection principle and deny ourselves and press on.
The other question the Corinthians had was what kind of body they would receive at the resurrection. When I saw those crypts in Louisiana, I imagined the people in them coming to life as zombies. Probably not the way we want to be resurrected coming back as the living dead. Still they wondered what they would look like. Would they finally lose those pounds they had always been trying to loose? Would they come back taller or with a different color hair? Paul compared our physical body to a seed that has been planted. Look at verses 37 and 38. "When you sow, you do not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body." I am not a farmer, nor do I play one on TV, but I have planted a garden before. And from what I have seen, seeds are not very pretty but what comes from them are quite beautiful or delicious, like flowers or tomatoes.

Look at verses 39-41. "All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor." When God created all things, he gave each one its own kind of body with its particular beauty. Likewise, the resurrection body has its own splendor and glory. Since man is both body and spirit, there is physical and spiritual glory. Physical glory is beauty, honor, wealth, and power. These are the glory of the flesh. But none of them can truly satisfy man's soul. Still we exert a lot of effort to achieve the fleeting glory of the flesh. And in the end we die too soon, before we have the chance to enjoy the glory of the flesh. Only the glory of heaven satisfies our soul, because God created man in His image and He knows what we need to be happy. 
So what will our resurrection bodies look like? Look at verses 42-44. "So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body." Isn’t it great to know that one day we will get rid of our dishonorable bodies and be clothed with a glorious resurrection body? If given the chance who would change something about their body? In fact this is the basis of so many graphic novels; where something happens to a man and his weak body is transformed into a strong one; like Spiderman, the Hulk, or Batman. I think we all have the desire to be rescued from our weak bodies. This is the reason Jesus invited all kinds of sinners to come to him. Once, Jesus met a Samaritan woman whose soul was thirsty. She had tried to quench her thirst through five husbands and a boyfriend. Jesus loved her and embraced her until she could accept Jesus as the Messiah, the Savior of the world. Through this event she was changed and no longer despised herself seeking the fallen things of this world but had hope in the kingdom of God. Another time Jesus saw a tax collector named Levi. Jesus said to him, "Follow me." It was an invitation to become one of his disciples but more importantly, it was an invitation to the kingdom of God.  Through that event this dishonorable man was accepted into the kingdom of God with an honorable resurrection body. In the world, we suffer with sorrow and pain. Through the course of life all of us become old and wrinkled. This is because we inherited our body from Adam. Look at verse 45. "So it is written: 'The first man Adam became a living being'; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit." But from the Risen Jesus we received life-giving spirit, that is, a glorious spiritual body. As we received a physical body, so we will get a spiritual body. As Adam came from the dust of the ground and gave us a physical body, the Risen Christ, the second Adam, came from heaven and gave us a spiritual body. (45-48)

Let’s read verse 49. "And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven." One of the human agonies is that each person loses his or her beauty as they get old. The other day I heard the latest fad in Hollywood. In order to stay young looking, some women have been putting bird poop and even placenta on their face. Some people will do anything to keep from looking old. So to make old people feel better we say, "Oh, you look very young," or “You look like you lost weight.” Everyone knows that it is a white lie.  Still, we like to hear it and it always works. Deep down we all want to live as a care free teenager forever. But the reality is, we get old and die. This is the likeness of the earthly man. If there is no resurrection body, our life is too sorrowful to think about. 
But when we have resurrection faith we do not suffer from the fear of death. Rather, we live with a glorious hope. What will we look like? We will look like Jesus. Look at verse 49 again. "And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven." What does it mean that we will bear the likeness of the man from heaven? Will we all be 5’10’’ males with beards dressed in Jedi robes?  When we keep the faith, and fight the good fight, and run the race to the end and die, we will be clothed with the resurrection body. If you remember Jesus’ transfiguration, the disciples got a short glimpse of what Jesus will be like in heaven. They said that the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. (Lk 9:29) And for a moment the weak & perishable body of this world was gone and the strong & imperishable spiritual body appeared. This glorious image was etched into the disciple’s minds forever. When we die, not only are we clothed with the likeness of Jesus on the outside, but our inner person will be like Jesus as well. We will be as humble and gentle as Jesus. We will be as obedient and glorious as Jesus. We die in an ugly weak body; but when we believe in Jesus, the man from heaven, we will be raised up with a glorious resurrection body bearing his image. We shall be like Jesus. We have to, because flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God. (v50) Only by faith in the Risen Jesus can we enter the kingdom of God. 
"Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality." (v51-53.) No one knows when Jesus will come again. When Jesus first came the first time, he came as the good shepherd and Savior of the world, as a friend to everyone who healed the sick and preached the good news of the kingdom of God. But when he comes again, he will not come as a shepherd or friend but as the Judge of the living and the dead. Many people abuse God's patience, saying, "Where is God's judgment? But we Christians live a holy life, as we wait for Jesus’ return. Sometimes it does not seem fair, they get to have a good time and we don’t. They get to sleep in on Sundays and we don’t. But we do it because we have a secret in our heart; that Jesus will return and when he does we will all be changed and join him. Let’s read verses 51-52. "Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed." The coming of Christ means joy and salvation to all who believe. And our greatest enemy death will be destroyed. In Japan, a huge grave had been discovered on the Island of Amakusa containing 11,111 heads. Apparently in 1637, the Japanese emperor ordered all Christians exterminated, and their bodies were to be buried separately. Since the Christians preached about the resurrection, the emperor thought that if they buried their heads separate from the rest of their bodies, there would be no possibility of the Christians being resurrected from their graves. But when Jesus comes again not even an evil Japanese emperor will be able to stop our resurrection. Then Paul cried out in victory, “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?' The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (v55-56)
Look at verse 58. "Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain."  The last words "in vain," have deep spiritual meaning. While worldly people were only making money and living an easy life, Satan whispered to the Corinthian Christians, as he does even to us, "The Christian life is no fun." But Paul says what worldly people do is in vain. They live life cheating and being cheated. They enjoy all the pleasures of life with out concern, but they have no resurrection faith. But often they do these things to take their mind off of their deep inner despair of fear of death and sin. But in Christ, our labor for the Lord is not in vain; we do not despair at our lives because we have faith in Jesus' resurrection. It is this conviction that is the basis of resurrection faith. One who is convinced that his labor in the Lord is not in vain is the one who one day will be clothed in the image of the Risen Christ. And they will receive the kingdom of heaven as his inheritance. 

Do you remember the golfer I told you about? Well, he recovered from his chemotherapy and returned to the PGA tour. But that bout with cancer changed his life. He wrote, “I have made a lot of money since I have been on tour, and I have won a lot of tournaments, but happiness is always temporary. The only way you will ever have true contentment is in a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. I’m not saying that nothing ever bothers me and I don’t have problems, but I feel like I have found the answer to the six-foot hole.” Azinger found hope in the death; burial and resurrection of Christ … have you?  Is your hope in Jesus? We are not in the land of the living going to the land of the dying, we’re in the land of the dying trying to get to the land of the living. And only faith in Jesus can get us there. I pray that each one of us may have hope to enter heaven through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

