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Do Everything in Love

1 Corinthians 16:1-24

Key Verse: 16:13-14
“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. Do everything in love." 

This morning we wrap up our five month study of the book of 1 Corinthians. It has been an interesting study to say the least. From the beginning we have touched some of the most controversial issues such as divisions, incest, lawsuits, fornication, getting drunk at communion, spiritual gifts, love, feminism, tongues, and the resurrection and we are still standing so that is a good sign. In this last chapter Paul shares his father like love for the people in Corinth. May God bless us as to hold on to his word. 
I. To give or not to give that is the question (1-4) 

Look at verses 1-4. "Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem. If it seems advisable for me to go also, they will accompany me." What’s the first thing Paul talks about? Money. I know money is your favorite subject especially when it has to do with you giving it away. So I know you’re going to like this. To most people money is important, especially in these uncertain economic times. As a result they usually bring up the subject of money first. But Paul waits to the end of the book to talk about the collection. The purpose of the offering was for the saints in Jerusalem who were in need possibly from a famine. (Ro 15:25-27) Paul saw this as an opportunity for the Gentile Christians to express their love for their Jewish brothers, and to acknowledge their spiritual debt by giving materially. It was more than a relief offering and had a deeper spiritual meaning for it served to unite Jew and Gentile in Christ. 

This was not an isolated event only for the Corinthians but we see in verse 1 that Paul had previously told the Galatian churches to do the same. Paul said, "On the first day of the week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made." The first day of the week was Sunday, the Lord's day which was the day of Christian worship. The offering was to be presented as part of their worship of God. It was not just a relief offering for other people; it was their offering to God. 

Why should we offer to God? Does God need our money; is he hit by these hard times too? No, but He is the creator and owner of all things (Psalm 50:11, 12) and He commanded us to give tithe offerings in the Old Testament (Nu 18). Dt 16:10 says, “Then celebrate the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God by giving a freewill offering in proportion to the blessings the LORD your God has given you.” The world belongs to God and we have to obey his commands in order to have a right relationship with Him so we must freely give back to God. To expound this further, according to the prophet Malachi, the tithe belongs to God; it is not ours. And withholding it is like robbing God. (Mal 3:8) Several years ago I worked for a law firm and one of the accountants was caught embezzling money. There is one thing that you don’t mess with when it comes to lawyers and it’s their money. Think about what 450 ticked off lawyers could do to you. They dug into that guy and made sure that he paid for his crime. Now imagine what God the creator could do to us if he caught us stealing from him. If God wanted to he could destroy us in an instant, but instead He promises to bless those who offer tithes to him. Malachi 3:10b says, "Test me in this, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it." There are many who testify that God keeps his promise. When Abraham won a great victory over enemies, he offered a tithe to God and gave a tenth of all he had. (Gen 14:20). In American history, John D. Rockefeller was faithful in giving a tithe to God throughout his lifetime. He confessed that his great success was God's blessing because of his tithing. 

Verse 2 says, "On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made." From this verse we see that giving to God should be first; it should take priority in one's budget, and should be done regularly, not just once every presidential election. Not only that, it says that each one should participate in it. Our offering is part of our worship of God. Giving is one of our spiritual gifts and if we have that gift, we are to give generously. (Ro 12:8) When we go out to eat, usually we give a 15% tip but if the service is bad maybe we give 10% or nothing at all. So what does it say about us when we are willing to give 10% for bad service and struggle to give God a tenth? It also says that we should set aside a sum of money, preparing in advance--not shuffling through our pockets at the last minute as the offering basket comes around. This means to think ahead and have God in our hearts. Christian giving should be willing and joyful, with a deep sense of God's grace. It shouldn’t be legalistic. The Bible says, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor 9:7) Since Christ died for us, to forgive our sins and give us eternal life, we owe everything to Christ. When we offer materially, it should be with a sense of gratitude and worship. 

Look at verse 3. "Then, when I arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to Jerusalem." The Corinthians should choose faithful men to take the offering to Jerusalem (1 Cor 4:2). They were not just giving money, but making a spiritual relationship with the Jerusalem believers, by the help of Paul (4). Here we learn that giving is not only a part of our worship, but also sharing in the suffering with our fellow believers in their time of need. This brings spiritual unity to the body of Christ. I thank God for everyone who participated in the special offerings to help our brothers from Indonesia attend the summer conference and for John Lee from Paraguay when he was shot. Let's give all the more as an act of worship to God, and for the blessing of our dear brothers and sisters in Christ. 

II. Stand firm and do everything in love (5-24) 

In verses 5-9 Paul give his upcoming itinerary. He would go through Macedonia, Corinth and Ephesus. He had a great love for the people and a shepherd’s heart for them. He devoted his life to God and serving them. His main point and encouragement to them can be found in verses 13-14. Let’s read them. "Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of courage; be strong. Do everything in love." From these verses Paul gives us five challenges.  

First, "Be on your guard." In a sword duel the first thing they say is, “On guard.” They do this because they are about to attack. Likewise Paul gives a warning so that they would be ready for when the devil attacks. Paul knew that our struggle is not with people, but with the devil. (Eph 6:12) The devil prowls around like a roaring lion, trying to drag people away from God and enslave them. As hard as we may fight, we are no match for Satan. For example take a look at verses 8&9. “But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, because a great door for effective work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me.” If you read Acts 19 you will find that God opened the door for Paul to go to Ephesus. When he did he found a handful of disciples already there. However, they did not have the Holy Spirit. So Paul shared the good news with them and baptized them in the name of the Jesus. Then they received the Holy Spirit and began to speak in tongues and prophesy. Within two years, all the Jews and Greeks in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. God worked powerfully and many repented publicly by burning their expensive sorcery scrolls to renounce their evil deeds. But as we know where there is the work of God, Satan is not far behind to tear down what God builds up. And soon a silversmith caused a riot because his was losing money due to poor idol sales. They were afraid that Paul might be killed in the riot. Through this we learn that we should not be discouraged when we are persecuted or receive opposition while we are doing the work of God. Opposition to God’s word in the world is normal because Satan is the prince of the air. (Ep 2:2) When it happens, and it is not a matter of if but of when, what should we do? 

Second, "...stand firm in the faith...." We should not be disheartened when Satan attacks but draw near to Jesus and have faith all the more. Christian faith is that, “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures and that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures..." (15:3,4) Nothing will ever change this. Christ saves those who believe in him from all the consequences of sin. Christ gives us eternal life and an inheritance in the kingdom of God. Christ will raise our bodies from the dead and give us glorious resurrection bodies. God gives us everything in Christ. Satan will attack us whispering, "Faith is useless. Have some fun." We must NEVER doubt but stand firm in our faith. Then God gives us his Holy Spirit, joy and peace, and eternal victory. 

Third, "...be men of courage...." Men must be courageous. Women don’t have to be, but men must be courageous. They must be warriors. I am always inspired by King David’s courage when he faced the giant Goliath. “David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head.” (1 Sa 17:45-46) The courage David displayed comes from his faith in God. It is the courage to boldly sacrifice for God. Our labor in the Lord is not in vain. It will be richly rewarded by God. May we not be wimps, but men of courage and sacrifice to the end. 

Fourth, "...be strong." In this time of spiritual war, we can’t afford to be weak. A weak mind cannot overcome the attacks of Satan and serve God. So we must be strong. How can we be strong? Shall we work out regularly by lifting weights and jogging? Sure. But it’s not enough. We must be strong in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Ti 2:1). 2 Cor 12:9-10 says, “But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.” Our strength does not come from us but from Jesus. When we repent of our sins and receive the grace of forgiveness, we can be really strong--strong enough to bear God's mission and fight against the devil. 

Finally, Paul says to "Do everything in love." The love of Christ should be in our hearts at all times as our motive and life source. Whatever we do, we should do it in love. Whether it is setting up for worship service, Bible study, serving, cleaning up etc, it all should be done in love. In verses 10-18 Paul mentions some men who were good examples of ones who did everything in love. There was Timothy and Apollos, who were with him and Stephanus, Fortunatus and Achaicus who were in Corinth. All of them were men of encouragement and had devoted themselves to the service of the saints. Through them we can see what a blessing it is to have such good co-workers. We can not carry out the work of God alone. It’s simply to big and demanding. We need to co-work together. But sometimes working together is not easy and in the course of serving there are differences and someone may get offended, intentionally or unintentionally. When this happens we must pray and be like Jesus. We must accept one another, pray for one another, and serve one another in order to build up the work of God. At my work, I have had the pleasure to work with some good people and some bad people. And I have found that a good coworker is worth their weight in gold. Because of these men everyone in Corinth was refreshed. Paul recognized their leadership and urged the Corinthians "to submit to such as these and to everyone who joins in the work, and labors at it." The funny thing is that when we realize that someone loves us, we don’t have a problem submitting. Many people think that Paul was fruitful because he was a spiritual superman. But the secret to Paul’s success was that he did everything in love and co-worked with many people to serve God. In all that we do, it is imperative that we learn to co-work with others, appreciate them, and honor those who deserve recognition. 
In verses 19-24 Paul gives some final greetings from churches in the province of Asia, from Aquila and Priscilla and their house church, and from all the brothers. Paul said, "Greet one another with a holy kiss." This revealed the extent of Paul’s love for them. He truly had a deep spiritual love for all the brothers and sisters in Christ. Sometimes it is easy to take another for granted or forget about them. Thus we have the saying, “out of sight, out of mind.” That is why I ask our prayer servants to pray every week for those who have gone out from IIT. At the very least we should remember them in prayer. When was the last time you called or emailed, Mike, Ison, Rocio, Tim, Sarah or Johan and so many others? We must show them that we love them and remember them and greet them with a holy kiss. 

Look at verse 22. At first it looks as if Paul is cursing unbelievers. But he is not. Actually he is explaining that only Christ can save us from the curse. Without Christ, everyone is will fall under God’s judgment. But for those who believe, they long for God. So Paul cried out, "Come, O Lord!" He loved Jesus. Finally Paul says, "The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love to all of you in Christ Jesus. Amen." Though Paul had said many things to them in his letter, some of which were hard to accept, he ends with the grace of Christ, and love. Verse 21 says, “I, Paul, writhe this greeting in my own hand.” Who was Paul? Originally he was the enemy of Jesus but now he loves Jesus. This remarkable change could only have come about by the grace of Jesus. The grace of Christ is greater than all our sin. The love of God unites us in the body of Christ, even though we have many weaknesses and problems. As we finish the study of 1 Corinthians, let's pray that we may do everything in love.
