The Rare Tribute of Praise
Luke 17:11-19

KV 15,16 “One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.  He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him – and he was a Samaritan.”


One of the most fundamental and important human needs is to be appreciated.  People in history have forsaken money and food for a time, but no one has ever forsaken the need to be acknowledged and appreciated.  Often a person who is not acknowledged or appreciated will be bitter and miserable.  Though it seems to be such an important aspect of our relationships, it seems to be one of the least practiced virtues that we have.  How often do you take the time out to tell someone you love, such as your friend, your brother, your parents, your children or your spouse that you love them?  Some people cringe at the very thought!  But that seems to be the general rule of human nature – and we can see that in today’s passage where 10 men were healed, but only one came back to give praise and thanks to God.  It is more common to see ingratitude in this world rather than gratitude, but through this passage may we learn to offer up praise to God more often than we do today.

Part I: Cry out for Mercy


The passage begins by telling us Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.  In the past few chapters we were traveling along with Jesus, and now we see he is somewhere in the middle of his journey to his final destination – Jerusalem, where he would glorify God through his death and resurrection.  Throughout his journey he would stop in villages carry out God’s work, but here outside the village he was met by ten leprous men.  They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  Leprosy is one of the most dangerous and vile diseases of the skin.  

In the book of Leviticus, the details of leprosy are given as instructions are laid out for priests to handle each case.  It begins with descriptions of infectious skin rashes that are white, yellow or red in color, and the priests are to look for signs of active diseases where the hair on the skin would turn white.  People found with the disease were kept in isolation for 7 days, to determine if it would spread – and if it stopped they were declared clean and could enter back into society, but if it spread they would be kept in isolation longer.  When it was found to spread from head to toe – the disease was diagnosed as full blown leprosy – the people were declared unclean, and forced to live outside society where their disease could not spread and infect others.  Outside the village, they had to keep a distance from anyone who was healthy, cover their mouths, and shout, “Unclean, Unclean!”

Leprosy was an incurable and mutilating disease, and anyone declared a leper could no longer see their family or friends.  They were resigned to live as outcasts for the rest of their lives with a disease that ate at their flesh day after day, and I would imagine every day they would grieve over their situation, longing to go back, but without hope.  As news of Jesus began to spread around the region, the lepers might have heard how he healed a leper from Chapter 5, or how he gave sight to the blind, healed the sick and raised the dead.  Somehow, they knew that the man that was coming was Jesus, and they believed that he would be able to save them from their misery.  Though they were not allowed to approach anyone entering the city, they broke the rules and met with Jesus – still staying at a distance.  Instead of crying out, “Unclean, Unclean,” they cried out, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”

I would like to say that leprosy in this natural world is what sin is in the spiritual world.  When you compare the two, you can see the similarities.  Leprosy disfigures and mutilates the body, as sin corrupts the soul.  Leprosy numbs the nerves, so you can break and ankle, lose a limb, burn yourself and not feel a thing.  Sin does the same thing, and numbs us to increasing depths of depravity, so that our little sins grow worse and worse over time.  Finally, if someone is declared a leper, they are cast out of the city and can no longer contact friends or loved ones and must live in shame and misery.  In eternity it is the same way with sinners.  They will be cast out of the city, never able to contact their loved ones, and live eternally in weeping and gnashing of teeth.
The lepers saw their disease, and they grieved over it.  In the same way, we should grieve over our sin.  Unless we repent, we will grow increasingly numb to our sin, but as we repent, the true ugliness of sin comes to light.  Do you feel in your heart, when you are angry, and when you act in anger against someone, you have murdered them?  Do you feel that when you look at someone lustfully, you have committed adultery with that person?  Do you feel that when you are proud against someone, you have put them down and belittled them, if even in your own heart?  Do you feel that when you covet, greed eats at your heart?  Oh if God could show us the leprosy that is sin which has infected our hearts, we would cry out to him, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on me!”

So they came together, and collectively in a loud voice cried out, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”  And when Jesus saw them he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.”  And as they went, they were cleansed.  How merciful is God, that he healed all ten men!  God has the same mercy toward our sin.  By our sin we were declared unclean, unfit to live in God’s holy city, but by his mercy, we were cleansed and accepted back in.  

Now Jesus did not say directly, “You are healed.”  He did not go near them or even touch them, but by the power of his command, “Go,” they were healed.  They knew what it meant when Jesus told them to go to the priests.  Indirectly, they inferred it meant somewhere along the way they would be healed.  Little did they know the healing was instant.  So all 10 men were healed, but only one came back…

Part II:  The Rare Tribute of Praise


Look at verses 15-16, and let’s read them together: “One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice.  He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him – and he was a Samaritan.”  Out of the ten men, only one was immediately convicted to say, “Hey, wow I’m cleansed, I must give thanks to Jesus, my Master!”  And so convicted was he, that he threw himself, (not gently kneeled), but threw himself at the feet of Jesus.  So full of gratitude was he, that he immediately came back in order to give praise and thanks to God.  
How sweet and how rare is a thankful heart!  Only one in ten came back, but this is a reflection of the way of the world.  Even I am guilty of this.  Each year, my company hosts a Christmas party at the Shedd Aquarium.  It is very elegant, everyone is required to dress up, and they serve a great meal – but how many people who attend send an email back to the CEO to thank him for the party?  I don’t even think he would even receive more than 10 – but that goes to show how rare giving thanks is in the world.  So let’s learn 2 more things about praise: first, the value of praise, and second, the priority of praise.
First, the value of praise.  Earlier we talked about the importance of appreciation, and the satisfaction it brings to our soul, so we know that praise has a value, but what kind of value?  Psalm 116:12 asks, “How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to me?”  The rest of the Psalm talks about how the Lord would be repaid, but now listen to verse 17: “I will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the Lord.”  Thanksgiving and praise are like offerings to God.  It has the value of an offering, and it is how we repay the Lord.  It is a tribute we pay to the Lord.  Going back to Psalm 107:20-22 you will find, “He sent forth his word and healed them; he rescued them from the grave.  Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds for men.  Let them sacrifice thank offerings and tell of his works with songs of joy.”  If thanksgiving were a praise offering, look at how much this man gave back to God.  

Verse 15 tells us he came, back, praising God with a loud voice!  From the depths of his soul he praised God, and shouted to the heavens with his voice!  When we hear of some good news and blessing, sometimes we may say “Thank God,” but there are times when we really need to belt it out, and scream at the top of our lungs, “Glory to God!”  I remember when I was in school, and I felt like I failed the final in one of my core classes, but that day when I saw that I got a D in the class, I ran up and down the house twice, shouting to the rooftops, thank God!  And there was another occasion, this one a little more recent…but the day I received blessings from the leaders of our ministry to enter into a courtship with Mary, pursuing marriage, I thanked God in prayer like a hundred times that night.
  Spurgeon says that we pray a lot, but we do not praise enough.  He puts it this way:  

“At our family altars we always pray, but seldom praise. In our closets we constantly pray, but do we frequently praise?... Praise ought to naturally follow upon the heels of prayer, even when it does not, by Divine Grace, go before it. If you are afflicted, if you lose money, if you fall into poverty, if your child is ill, if chastisement visits you in any form, you begin to pray and I do not blame you for it. But should it be all praying and no praising? Should our life have so much salt and so little sweet in it? Should we get for ourselves so often a drink from the rock of blessing and so seldom pour out a drink

offering unto the Lord Most High? Come, let us chide ourselves as we acknowledge that we offer so much more prayer than praise!”

Of what other value is praise to God?  Some of us may be familiar with the verses from 1 Thes 5:16-18 “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  We actually learn two things here: when and what is thanksgiving.  Thanksgiving is to be done in all circumstances – that means anytime, anywhere, anyplace.  Are you unsatisfied with your lot in life?  Go to God, find reason to be thankful for it, give thanks, and that may cure your unsatisfaction.  

More importantly, giving thanks is God’s will for us.  Sometimes we may ask, “What is God’s will for my life?”  There it is.  Give thanks in all circumstances.  When we give thanks and praise God, not only does this glorify him, but it is the fulfillment of his will and our duty.  When it’s a joyful time, it’s easy to thank him, but when times are hard, thank him also, because you can trust that it is for your benefit that he may be doing a work of transformation in you.  Either way, you can thank him with joy.  To sum up, the value of praise is that is an offering acceptable and pleasing to God, and that it is also God’s will for our lives.  Sacrifice a thank offering in all circumstances – and again, borrowing imagery from Spurgeon - think of it as deposits into a heavenly treasury.

Second, the priority of praise.  When did this man come back?  He came back when he saw he was healed.  He came back immediately.  There is something to be said about timely praise.  A praise that is given late does not have as much as an impact as praise that is given when the event is still fresh in the mind.  Sometimes, we’ll tend to hold the praise back, and say we’ll say thanks later, but half the time, we would forget to give thanks.  Perhaps the other ten thought that they would come back to say thanks later, after they’ve made their offerings to the priests, but this man came back before he went.

Jesus told them to go and show themselves to the priests, so you might ask, since this man came back before that, was he disobeying the word of God?  He actually did obey the command to go, he walked in faith, and thus he was healed.  Immediately after he was healed, however, he did something very special - he came back and said thank you.  Eventually he would go to the priests, that was required before re-entering society, but for now, he stopped to give praise to God.  

How many of us, when we receive some leading, go on ahead without first saying thanks to God?  Are we so fervent to pray for world mission, to pray for Haiti, to pray for this campus, to pray for our families that we forget to just take a step back, slow down and just say glory!  Glory to you God!  Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace! Glory and praise be to your name!  Obeying the word of God is important, but sometimes we place that above praising and worshipping our Lord, so we lose the point of obeying that word, which was to love and serve God.  Next time God sends a new student through our doors, let’s thank him, maybe even thank him that he kind of did half the work for us.

Know the value of praise, that it carries weight in heaven  - and also know the priority of praise – whenever you have the chance, now is the time to praise God.
Part III: Come to the Feet of Jesus and Worship


Look at verse 16: “He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him – and he was a Samaritan.”  The Samaritan man, after he had run shouting praise to God, threw himself at Jesus’ feet.  You don’t just throw yourself at anyone’s feet.  You throw yourself at God’s feet.  Peter recognized this in Acts 10:25, 26: “As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence.  But Peter made him get up.  ‘Stand up,’ he said, ‘I am only a man myself.’”  The Samaritan knew that Jesus was not just a man, but the Lord.  What man could heal a leper with his words?  And Jesus healed 10 lepers at the same time!!  The Samaritan man knew that this man was God come down to earth.  He knew Jesus was God.


In Luke 5, where he called the first disciples, Simon Peter fished all night and had caught nothing.  Then the next day Jesus called out to him, “Put out into deep water, and let down the nets.”  They caught so much fish the nets began to break and the boat began to sink.  That many fish don’t just swim there by themselves – Peter knew he had just come face to face with God, so when he saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”  


When we come face to face with the Lord, we will also fall to his feet and say, “I am a sinful man!”  The Samaritan knew that he had been healed, and after realizing this, he knew he had just met the Lord of all the earth, and he threw himself at the feet of Jesus, realizing his own unworthiness, and magnifying the glory of the Lord.  When you come face to face with the holiness of God, your conscience will condemn you, you will feel the guilt and the shame of your sin.

Your leprosy, your sin, who can cure it?  That which has marred your soul and spirit, who can mend?  Only the blood of Jesus poured out on the cross can heal your soul.  And has God not made the world for our enjoyment and His glory?  Did he not make beautiful sunsets, cascading waterfalls and majestic mountains for us to marvel at his glory?  Yet our sin has corrupted everything.  Your sin required a price, and that price was death, but Jesus came to pay it all for you.  Worthy is the Lamb that was slain for our sins!  Because of his offering, our consciences have been cleansed from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God.  Ask yourself, “How can I repay the Lord for all the goodness he has done for me?”  Praise Him, and worship him.  Give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his wonderful deeds!  

Fall down to the floor, come to the feet of Jesus and worship!  Notice that this man was a Samaritan.  Luke was primarily writing to a Gentile audience, but the general idea was that Jews and Samaritans did not get along.  The Jews looked down on the Samaritans, thinking them a half-bred, defiled and unclean people.  The fact that a Samaritan would come back and give thanks, and be the only one to do so, was shocking for the Jews, but perhaps gave hope for the Gentiles that all men of all nations can come to the feet of Jesus and worship.

Part IV: Faith which pleases the Lord


Look at verses 17-18, “Jesus asked, ‘Were not all ten cleansed?  Where are the other nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?’”  If the other nine men saw one man run back and shout to God at the top of his lungs, would they not have followed suit?  They definitely could have witnessed one of their buddies run back toward the one who cleansed them.  Here we see a striking image of human nature and the ingratitude of men.  
They were all probably overwhelmed with excitement about being cleansed that they began to think about what they would do once they were back in town…they could go visit their old friends, they could be reunited with their families – in their hearts they felt no need to personally glorify God.  Here they were praising God with their lips and not their hearts.  They called Jesus “Master” when they needed him, but once they were healed their hearts were exposed.  
If all they had to do was call Jesus master to get what they wanted, then they would do it.  Once they got what they wanted, they were off on their own, to return to their own lives of comforts and pleasures.  They trusted Jesus, they knew he could heal them, and they obeyed what he told them to do, but once they got what they wanted they abandoned him.  They did not glorify or honor him anymore.  

I once had two Bible students who knew about the power of God.  They saw his work through my life, and saw how God had blessed me to get good jobs outside of college.  The husband was looking for a job, and during their time of searching, they sincerely prayed to God and put their faith in him.  Finally, when the husband was blessed with a good job, the wife’s true colors showed.  She began to get a little snippy during Bible study and finally I asked if she believed in God.  She said no.  But I asked, don’t you believe that he blessed you with a job?  And she said, God didn’t bless us, it was because of you.  I was shocked, and though the husband, because it was his struggle, wanted to believe, he decided to discontinue Bible study because of his wife.
Are we here because we are looking for some benefit?  Are we here because we want something, and heard that the way to get it is to call on God?  Will we be faithful until the point we get what we want?  This is not faith that pleases God.  Are we here to worship?  Are we here to honor God as God?  Are we here to give him glory and praise him?  Are we here to acknowledge and submit to him as Lord?  This is the faith that pleases God.  It starts with praising Him for who He is.  Romans 1:21 says “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.”

The Samaritan saw with eyes of faith, that this is the Lord, worthy of all praise, glory, honor and worship.  He gave God his due tribute, he gave him the sacrifice of his praises.  Jesus rebuked the other nine, asking, “Were not all ten cleansed?  Where are the other nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”  He asked this in the presence of the Samaritan.  Indirectly, this was a compliment to the Samaritan, and a hope for the Gentiles, the foreigners of all nations.  The children of God, the Israelites, did not do what was right, but here, see, this foreigner, returned to give praise to God.  Then Jesus said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”  And now, finally, the foreigner can return to the temple, but unlike the other nine, he could return with a clean conscience and a pure heart.

 A tribute of praise is rare in these days, but let it not be rare in this church.  Let us cry out in mercy, for God to heal us from this leprosy of our souls.  Let us offer sweet praises to God because he has done this miracle, and welcomed us back into his holy city.  Let us not wait to offer praise, but offer it quickly and often, for praise is an offering pleasing to God.  And that praise, let us make it precious, sometimes loudly, but always with overwhelming joy.  
Let us come to his feet and worship him, for he is worthy.  Joyful praise and humble worship – these are hallmarks of a faith which pleases our Lord.  I would like to close with the opening question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism: Question: What is the chief end of man?  Answer: Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him forever.  Praise be to God the Father Almighty!
