David’s Immanuel

1 Samuel 18:1-19:24

Key Verse: 18:14

“In everything he did he had great success, because the Lord was with him.”

It’s 2011 and we’re back in the chapel.  Do you know what that means?  It means that it is time to get back to 1 Samuel.  It’s been a while since we had been studying this book; so let me tell you what has been going on up until this point.  At the beginning of the book, the nation of Israel was a loose collection of people.  They weren’t centrally united as one nation.  Everyone did as they saw fit, and what everyone did was wander away from God and worship useless idols, and even the priests served themselves and not God.  However, there was one young man, named Samuel.  God chose to punish the high priest and his wicked sons, and placed Samuel as leader of Israel.  Samuel led Israel in battle against their enemies and was very victorious.  When, Samuel grew old, the elders of the people came to Samuel and demanded that he appoint a king over them.  Samuel was a little peeved at this request, but God told him to listen and led Samuel to Saul, the man to be anointed king.  Saul was a man who was a head taller than anyone else, but he knew little of God and thought often about what people thought of him.  As king, he listened to his men more than to the commands of God, and the Lord rejected Saul as king.  Samuel was, then, sent to the house of Jesse, and anointed Jesse’s youngest son David as king.  Some time later, David is visiting his brothers in battle, and hears Goliath’s taunting of the Israelites.  Everyone was afraid to fight Goliath; he was nine-feet tall!  David decided to go out and face the giant, and defeated him with his faith in God, and a sling and a stone.  The mighty Goliath was defeated and the Philistines were dealt a heavy blow.  It was a great victory for Israel.  Unfortunately, since David was now in the public spotlight, he was also on Saul’s radar.

The joy of victory didn’t last very long for King Saul.  “After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself.  From that day Saul kept David with him and did not let him return home to his family.  And Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself.  Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.  Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David was so successful that Saul gave him a high rank in the army. This pleased all the troops, and Saul’s officers as well.  When the men were returning home after David had killed the Philistine, the women came out from all the towns of Israel to meet King Saul with singing and dancing, with joyful songs and with timbrels and lyres.  As they danced, they sang: ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.’” (18:1-7) After David’s victory over Goliath, Saul really liked him.  He liked David’s courage and ability; the problem was that everyone else really liked David, too.  Saul’s son Jonathan found a kindred spirit and best friend in David.  The soldiers and officers in Saul’s army liked David because every mission that he was sent on was victorious.  Plus, all the people really liked David, too.  While the army was returning home after David defeated Goliath, women came out to meet the king with singing and dancing.  It was time of joy and celebration and had a similar feel to the New Year’s celebration in New York.  There was confetti everywhere.  The women sang a song of victory, “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands.”  The meaning behind the song was that Saul and David had killed thousands, but it is worded in such a way to give more honor to one person.  In this case, since David had slain the giant, the women put greater honor to the shepherd boy than to the king.  That song really made Saul stand up and take notice.

“Saul was very angry; this refrain displeased him greatly. ‘They have credited David with tens of thousands,’ he thought, ‘but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?’  And from that time on Saul kept a close eye on David.” (18:8-9) David had just won Saul a great victory, but Saul was already thinking that David was out to get the kingdom.  David went out to fight for the glory of God and the king, but Saul was filled with jealousy.  A while ago, Samuel said to Saul, “But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him ruler of his people, because you have not kept the Lord’s command.” (13:14) Simply, Samuel told Saul that God sought out a man after God’s own heart to be the new king.  From that time on, Saul must have been looking and waiting for someone to appear, and now, here was this boy that had the hearts of the people.  Now, Saul was suspicious of David.

The very next day, Saul tried to kill David twice, by pinning him to the wall with a spear.  The evil spirit that plagued Saul had returned and ignited his fury and jealousy.  While David was playing the harp to calm Saul, Saul hurled his spear at David, but David, the boy wonder, eluded him twice.  Just the day before, David was the hero loved by all, but now the king was trying to kill him.  What’s going on here?  The Bible says, “Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with David but had departed from Saul.” (18:12) Therein lies the answer.  The Lord was with David and not with Saul.  Saul had repeated disobeyed God and made excuses to why he disobeyed.  When God told him to completely destroy his enemy (that means all the people and animals), Saul kept the enemy king alive and kept the best animals for himself.  Saul said he obeyed God, but obviously, the definition of completely destroy does not mean to keep anything alive.  After that, God just abandoned Saul to his sin.  King Saul didn’t wanted to listen, so God just said to him, “All right, you got your way,” and he sent an evil spirit to torment him.  Paul wrote in Romans 1:28, “Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done.”  When people go against God and seek their own ways, he passes judgment on them in the form of letting their passions run wild.  These people engorge themselves in their passions and what results is what is shown in Galatians 5:19-21.  “The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.”  King Saul, for as much as we ridicule him, only had a subset of what Galatians shows.

When people walk away from God, it leads them to very dark places.  Look around and see.  The Bible shows time and again the torment of those without God.  Starting with Cain, who killed his brother over a jealous rage, there are many people who are given over to their foolishness.  King Herod was so afraid of losing his position that he killed his sons and all the baby boys in Bethlehem.  In our times, the best place to see ungodly people implode because God had given them over to their unrestrained desires is in celebrities.  How many famous people now have broken lives because of alcohol and drug addiction?  How many times have we heard of celebrities destroying their hotel rooms?  They had everything that the world could offer, but by partying too much, their lives are broken and they are now the butts of many jokes.  That is what is happening with King Saul here.  His desire to be loved by the people grew into violent jealousy when someone was loved more than he was.

When the spear missed David, Saul began to plot.  He tried sending David to battle.  Perhaps he would get killed, Saul thought, but David just came back more victorious and Saul became even more afraid. (18:13-16) Then he plotted using his own daughters.  In his depraved mind, Saul used his own family members like pawns in order to snare David.  “Saul said to David, ‘Here is my older daughter Merab. I will give her to you in marriage; only serve me bravely and fight the battles of the Lord.’ For Saul said to himself, ‘I will not raise a hand against him. Let the Philistines do that!’” (18:17) However, David didn’t see himself fit to become the son-in-law of the king, and Merab was given to another man.  Saul tried again with his other daughter Michal.  Michal was in love with David and Saul tried to use that.  He offered her to David and told him that the bride price was to be a hundred Philistine foreskins.  It was extra dangerous.  David would have to battle the Philistines and on the battlefield desecrate their bodies to take their foreskins.  If he did that, David would become enemy number one in the eyes of the Philistines.  That was Saul’s plan.  However, David readily agreed to that task, went out and killed two hundred and brought their foreskins, double what was requested.  King Saul’s plans backfired.  Instead of David getting killed, his fame was growing with every exploit.  He looked like one of those villains from the Saturday morning cartoons.  You know, each week, the bad guys try to take over the world or kill the good guys, but by the end of the show, the good guys were always victorious.  Just think about the coyote and roadrunner.  

To Saul, every one of his plans became an epic fail.  Was the king a bumbling idiot or were the stars just not aligned for him?  Could he not foresee all the possibilities and know David’s chances of survival were pretty high?  David did defeat the Philistine champion.  Shouldn’t it be expected that David would do well in battle?  Saul’s problem wasn’t that he was a fool; his problem was God.  The Lord was thwarting his plans left and right.  God was against Saul and with David.  Look back at verse 12 in chapter 18.  Also look at verse 14, “In everything he did he had great success, because the Lord was with him.”  David is set up to contrast King Saul.  Whereas Saul was very concerned about his own image, David was concerned about the image of God.  David loved God and sought after God.  And in return, God protected David.  The Lord says in Psalm 91:14, “Because he loves me, I will rescue him; I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.”  And God surely does that for David.  Every time that David went to battle, he wasn’t killed; he was victorious.  Verse 14 says that the victories were because God was with him.  Not only did God protect David from his enemies, God used them as an opportunity to grow David as a man, as a leader, and in the hearts of the people.

After seeing that sending David to battle would only win David more victories, Saul ordered that David be killed.  Saul was done with the indirect approach.  If David were the man gunning for the kingship, the entire court would be danger of losing their lofty positions.  It would be in their best interest to have the threat removed.  So, “Saul told his son Jonathan and all the attendants to kill David.” (19:1) But again, here, God was working to protect David.  The king’s son Jonathan didn’t want to have David killed.  David was his best friend and didn’t do anything wrong, so Jonathan went to his father and reasoned with him.  He said to his dad, “Let not the king do wrong to his servant David; he has not wronged you, and what he has done has benefited you greatly.  He took his life in his hands when he killed the Philistine. The Lord won a great victory for all Israel, and you saw it and were glad. Why then would you do wrong to an innocent man like David by killing him for no reason?” (19:4-5) With those words, Saul promised not to kill David and David returned to the royal court.

Not long after that, Saul became enraged again and threw a spear at David one more time.  This time, David fled from Saul and he received help from Michal, his wife and Saul’s daughter.  Once again, God used one of Saul’s children to put a crimp in his plans and to protect David.  David, then fled to Samuel in Ramah, and Saul sent people after him.  However, one by one, they were all overcome directly by the great power of God.  Saul, then, went himself to find David at Ramah. “The Spirit of God came even on him, and he walked along prophesying until he came to Naioth.  He stripped off his garments, and he too prophesied in Samuel’s presence. He lay naked all that day and all that night.” (19:23-24) God directly came to Saul and stopped his rampaging.  He made the king remove all the royal emblems and clothing and lay naked all day and night.  The Lord was again frustrating Saul and embarrassing him among the people.  The great and mighty Saul could not stand in the power of God, he was reduced to an incomprehensible mess that could do nothing but praise God.

There was nothing that Saul could do to harm David.  There was nothing anybody could do to harm David.  Paul wrote, “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31) The Lord is the creator of the heavens and the earth, and he has power over everything.  He directs history and causes nations to rise and fall.  God is the light behind the sun and makes the moon orbit the earth.  The wind blows as he directs and the rain falls according to his will.  If someone like this is on your side, there is no reason to be filled with fear and anxiety, because no one can stop God.  When you have that knowledge and assurance of God’s love, it really gives you peace.  When God’s Spirit rests on you, you are very calm.  Galatians 5:22 and 23 say, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  A life going against God will lead you to torment and misery, like Saul.  He was so jealous all the time.  But, a life seeking God is one of peace, love and joy.  

David, again, is a good example of that.  In this passage, David is fleeing from Saul after many attempts on his life.  We might think that he is freaking out at this time and full of despair, but he’s not.  While on the road to Ramah, David wrote Psalm 59.  On your own, take a chance to read it and see into David’s heart.  There is a refrain in there, “You are my strength, I watch for you; you, God, are my fortress, my God on whom I can rely.” (Psalm 59:9-10) Even in such a tough time, David trusted that God would protect him.  He knew that God was the source of his strength and he waited for God’s redemption.  There is no despair in the Psalm, and there are no why-me’s.  David is still at peace even though Saul is pursuing him.

So, take a look at the two chapters.  Which one of these two would you like to be?  Would you like to be the tormented, paranoid King Saul, who was having fits of rage and murderous thoughts?  Or would you like to be David, God’s new anointed?  Personally, I would like to be like David, but how often are we actually like Saul?  There are many times when normal people are distrusting and resentful of others.  We can get angry inside and want to lash out, and sometimes we actually do.  When that happens, we are usually trying to seek our own desires and not God’s.  We are usually trying to look good in front of others and we try to make others look bad, in order to make ourselves look good.  Right now, many of us are looking for jobs.  What if David was so caught up in looking for a high and prestigious job that when Gideon finds a good job in architecture, he is bitter?  “I have been looking for a job so long,” he might think, “Why does Gideon get to find one and I don’t?  I hate him.  The next time I see him, I’ll embarrass him somehow.  I’ll make him think that his position is not that good.  That’s it.”
When we live in our lives of sin, we live apart from God, like Saul, in disobedience of God’s message to us, and that causes us to stumble and fall into ill moods.  Peter says, “They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.” (1 Peter 2:8) The evil spirit was not Saul’s source of evil.  When Saul’s heart was dark with disobedience, his heart was open to evil spirits.  It was a home that they would love.  The evil spirits didn’t cause Saul’s sin, but they did feed off it and made it worse.  It is no different for us.  When we get into bad moods and sin, it just sort of self-perpetuates and we fall into a downward spiral filling us with more despair.  When we live for ourselves, we live for nothing, because God is against us.

Although we often end up like Saul, we don’t intend to.  We want to be like David, but our nature keeps us back.  We are at war with our souls.  Saul could see the folly of his actions and in his mind, stop himself from attacking David, but more often than not, he succumbed to his rage and jealousy.  This reminds me of something from Romans: “Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  For in my inner being I delight in God’s law; but I see another law at work in me, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within me.  What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body that is subject to death?” (Romans 7:21-24) That’s what we go through.  We are constantly living between Saul and David, and there seems to be little hope of getting to the good side.  What can we do?  The next verse in Romans says, “Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:25)

All this sounds so familiar.  Three weeks ago, the key verse of the Christmas Worship Service was Matthew 1:23, “‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).”  Jesus is God that came to this earth to be with us and save us from our sins.  He died on the cross to do that.  Through Jesus, we are able to come back to God and get those fruits of the Spirit.  To do so we have to repent of going against God.  Acts 3:19 says, “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord.”  If you look at Saul, you can see that he never repented.  He saw that he did wrong, and he tried to fix the problem by his own will, but because he didn’t repent, Saul was stuck as a slave to his emotions and fear.  David, in contrast, acted differently when he sinned.  He cried out to God and mourned for his sins, as he was mourning for a lost loved one.  It physically affected him and drove him to God.  David was truly a man who sought to please God.

I’m pretty familiar with fits of rage.  Now, I’ve not gotten violent and tried to kill someone, but I sure know how to raise my voice to scary levels.  There are many times when I just can’t control it, and I fly off the handle for essentially no reason.  When I get like that, Viola gets scared of me.  I think I feel just like Saul when lost in my rage.  It comes from my sin, in that I think that I know better than others.  My way is the best way and I think that it is obvious.  So, I get frustrated easily and lash out.  After such episodes, though, I am shaking and in tears because I let my emotions get the best of me.  In my pride, I sinned even more.  I hate having to apologize again and again for my rage, and I sit just sort of quiet, not sure of what to do.  Through this passage, I see that my apprehension, fear, and rage are all a product of not being with God. I pray that I might learn from David what true repentance means and seek to please God with humility.  I pray that, through Jesus, I may come to God and find peace, joy and love, like David had.

Saul was so concerned about his own image, that he became obsessed and paranoid about it.  When Saul focused on himself, God gave him over to his desires and he became tormented and full of rage and hatred.  However, God was with David in everything because David loved God and sought after God.  David had his Immanuel, and God protected David, gave him peace even in times of hardship.  David trusted God wholeheartedly, and God did not disappoint.  For us, the only way that we can have the same peace, joy, love and kindness is through our Lord Jesus.  By repenting of our sins and turning to Christ, our sins are made as white as snow; we are clean.  We are constantly bombarded with the concept of polishing our image, like tooth whiteners and self-help books, but instead we should not be consumed by this.  Our hearts’ desire should be for God and wanting to please him.  Look at David and see his heart.  He loved God more than anything.  How about you?
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