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Jesus, “Have Mercy on me!”

Luke 18:31-43

Key Verse: 18:38

“He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!"”

One of the most intriguing subjects that catches people’s attention is prophecies. There have been many people who claimed to be able to predict the future. Those like Nostradamus and others have made many predictions, but often they are nebulous and capable of various meanings. A few of their prophecies seem to have been fulfilled in a general way, but most of them have failed. Prophets, to be legitimate, must stand the test of time. If the prophet was not completely correct 100% of the time then he was a false prophet. Prophecy, to be valid, must predate the event; must be precise enough so as to not be vague; must have enough events described to be beyond human ability to calculate or manipulate; in other words not be something that man could do, without God's guidance that’s why people like Nostradamus have failed because their revelation did not come from God.

For only God knows the future. He is able to "call the things that are not, as though they were." (Ro 4:17) He declares "the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done." (Isa 46:10; Acts 15:18) One of the strongest objective evidences that the Bible is inspired by God is the phenomenon of fulfilled prophecy. The bible is unique among the religious books of mankind in this respect. Others contain a few vague forecasts, but nothing comparable to the vast number of specific prophecies found in the Bible. There have been so many prophecies in the Bible and especially about Jesus. Scholars suggest that there are about 1,000 prophecies altogether in the Bible, around 800 in the Old Testament and about 200 in the New Testament. The Old Testament, written over a 1,000 year period, contains over 300 references to the coming Messiah. All of these were fulfilled in Jesus Christ, and they established a solid confirmation of His credentials as the Messiah; the Anointed One. In today’s passage we’ll take a closer look at prophecies concerning Jesus’ death and resurrection and see their importance as God fulfills his plan to save the world. In hearing this, we’ll then see one man’s response and reflect upon what our response should be as well. May God be with us and bless us as we study his word. 

At this point in Jesus’ life, he was very near Jerusalem, where he would fulfill God’s will through his death and resurrection. Jesus knew what awaited him there. He would be like a lamb being led to the slaughter. However, many of those around Jesus were under an illusion that he would establish Israel as a world power nation with Jerusalem as it’s capital. They followed Jesus as if they were going to a coronation ceremony and inaugural ball. Little did they know that they would be greatly disappointed. Then these very people who had received Jesus’ amazing grace would turn against him. His disciples should be different. They must know the truth and live according to it. But most of all, they have to know who Jesus is and why he came to this world. It is imperative; they must see Jesus from God’s point of view.

Look at verse 31-33. “Jesus took the Twelve aside and told them, ‘We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled. He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him. On the third day he will rise again.’” So Jesus took his disciples aside and had a special meeting with them. He told them, “We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.” Jesus didn’t see himself from a human point of view. Rather, he saw himself in the stream of God’s redemptive history. Through him the words of the prophets would be fulfilled and world salvation would be accomplished.

All three of the synoptic gospels include Jesus predicting his suffering, death and resurrection right before entering Jerusalem (Mt 20:18-19; Mk 10:33-34). But Luke is unique. He wrote from an historian’s point of view and he alone records Jesus’ words, “everything written by the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.” Luke sees Jesus from God’s point of view as one who fulfills prophecy. 

One example of this is when Jesus referred to himself as “The Son of Man.” This indicates that Jesus, who is God, became a human being. It’s amazing that the Almighty God gave up his power, glory and majesty to come to this world as a man. Jesus is God in the flesh and he came to fulfill God’s plan to save the world. The Lord first made this known in Garden of Eden, where God says to the devil, “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head and you will strike his heel.”(Ge 3:15) Not only was it a prediction of Jesus’ final victory, but it told of how the devil would strike his heel hinting to his suffering death by crucifixion. It was the prediction of the coming of a son who would destroy the devil completely. This promise was made more specific as time would go on. To Abraham in Genesis 22:18, God said, “...and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” Jesus fulfilled this by coming to save people of all nations from their sins (Gal 3:8). Again, God promised David that a son from his line would inherit his throne and rule forever (2Sa 7:13). As the Son of Man, Jesus fulfills these promises to be the Savior, and the Blessing to all people, and be the King from David’s line. 
Even Jesus’ suffering was revealed more clearly through the prophets. For example, verse 32 it says, “He will be handed over to the Gentiles. They will mock him, insult him, spit on him, flog him and kill him.” In this verse Jesus is quoting several different prophets and combining their predictions. He said that he would be handed over to the Gentiles, this was foretold in Psalms 2:1-2. And they would mock and insult him was predicted in Ps 22:7, which says, “All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their heads” And Isaiah spoke about the spitting and flogging, “I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.” (Isa 50:6) Isaiah also confirmed that the Messiah would be killed in 53:9. “He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.”

Jesus’ prediction was fulfilled exactly. Jesus was tried by the Jewish leaders and handed over to the Gentile ruler Pontius Pilate to be executed. Jesus was mocked by the soldiers and insulted (22:63-65). Jesus was spit on, flogged and finally crucified (Mk 14:65; 15:19; 15:15). What amazes me is the detail to which God laid everything out. Not only did Isaiah predict his death, but that he would be assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich. How could this be fulfilled? It seems that it should be one or the other, but amazingly Jesus was crucified between two criminals and then put into the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea who was a wealthy ruler. 

It is shocking that the Son of Man would be treated this way. It makes us wonder why did it have to happen. Out of all the prophets, Isaiah understood why the Messiah had to suffer. His poetic description explains its meaning. Isaiah 53:3-6 says, “He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Jesus took the punishment that we sinners deserve. 
Jesus’ suffering and death was not the end. Verse 33 says, “On the third day he will rise again.” Jesus quoted Psalm 16:10 “because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.” Jesus fulfilled this when he rose from the dead! In doing so he defeated sin, death and the devil forever. Jesus opened the way to eternal life in the kingdom of God for all who believe. When we accept Jesus’ death and resurrection, something happens in our hearts. Jesus forgives our sins, cleanses our consciences, and heals us from all the consequences of sin (1Jn 1:9; Heb 9:14). Jesus restores the image of God in us and gives us new life, new hope and new joy.

With all the evidence presented for the disciples to see they were probably overwhelmed, amazed and ready to believe right? Not exactly. Take a look at verse 34. “The disciples did not understand any of this. Its meaning was hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about.” The disciples were not quick to understand what Jesus was telling them. They had the same response to Jesus’ previous prediction of his death (Lk 9:45). It wasn’t because they had a language problem but rather they had a spiritual problem. 
We like to blame the disciples calling them dummies, but Luke doesn’t blame them. He sees them as “disciples in training.” He alludes that the meaning was hidden from them, to be made understandable at the right time. Indeed, this happened. Luke 24:45-49 says, “Then he [Jesus] opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, ‘This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’” As Jesus ascended into heaven, they worshiped him, and then returned to Jerusalem praising God. Spiritual understanding came when they met the Risen Christ personally.

Our story continues as Jesus heals a blind man before entering Jericho. Remember, there is no account of giving sight to the blind in the Old Testament, not by Moses, Elijah or anyone. Nor is there anything reported in the New Testament, except for Paul’s temporary blindness in Acts.  But there are however, more miracles of this type of healing, giving sight to the blind, miracles of Jesus than of any other.  Perhaps it is because giving sight to the blind was not only something that God alone could do, but further, something that the Messiah would do! Isaiah 35:5 foretold, “Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.” And amazingly we get to see this miracle in such detail. 

Take a look at verse 35-37. “As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening. 37They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by."” We can only imagine how difficult this man’s life was. Sight is a precious gift of God. With our eyes, we can see the beauty of God’s world. We can see the flowers blooming in spring and the beautiful blue skies. We can read good books and see the faces of loved ones. But this blind man couldn’t see any of these things. He lived in a world of darkness without light or beauty. But he did not become a victim of his fate. Instead of being withdrawn due to the sin of self-pity, he paid attention to what was going on around him and wanted to participate in society. Instead of feeling inferior, he found how he was superior–having more acute hearing and sharper analytical ability. When he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was happening. If he had not asked this, he might not have received Jesus’ grace.

In response to his question, they told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” Then, this man did something amazing. He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” He called Jesus the Son of David. In all of Luke’s Gospel, he is the only one who calls Jesus the Son of David. It was the title of the Messiah, for whom the people of Israel had long waited. Though this man was physically blind, he had spiritual eyes to see that Jesus was the promised Messiah. And maybe, just maybe he remembered Isaiah’s prophecy in 35:5, about how the Messiah could open the eyes of the blind and that gave him hope in Jesus. With faith in the Messiah, this man called out for mercy. Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet. Their rebuke must have been sharp. He could have easily given in and kept quiet, but he didn’t. He shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” He cried out for the Messiah’s mercy as the only solution to his life problem. He cried out for the Messiah’s mercy as a matter of life and death. 
What happened next, take a look at verse 40-43. “Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 41"What do you want me to do for you?" "Lord, I want to see," he replied. 42Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed you." 43Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God.”

When Jesus heard a blind man’s cry for mercy and stopped. Jesus hears our sincere cries for his mercy. When Jesus asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?” It was a critical moment. 

Here we must realize that obtaining the Messiah’s mercy is one thing and asking for the right thing from Jesus is another. This man had one chance to ask the Messiah for whatever he wanted. What did he ask? He said, “Lord, I want to see.” He asked for the solution of his life problem which would bring glory to Jesus as the Messiah. He asked for what he should ask for from the Messiah. Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When this man was healed, he didn’t run off to the theater or to the shopping mall. Instead, he followed Jesus. He wanted to stay with Him forever. This man longed for the Messiah even more than he had longed to see. By healing this blind man, Jesus had mercy on a needy soul and revealed that he is the Son of David, the promised Messiah, who gives sight to the blind. When all the people saw it, they praised God.

I chose the key verse for this passage to be verse 38. Can we read that together. “He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" Some of you may be wondering why I chose that verse. I don’t know if you remember back in the beginning of 18, Jesus compared the prayers of a Pharisee and a tax collector. The Pharisee was proud and thought very highly of himself, but this tax collector was humble and only cried out for God’s mercy. The blind man and tax collector’s prayer was the same. And it should be our prayer as well. We need God’s mercy because on our own all we do it sin against God. And because of our disobedience, we have become his enemy. So we need the mercy of God and this comes through Jesus. I have heard it said that if we took just eight of the prophecies written about the Messiah, the probability of one man fulfilling them would be about one in 100 trillion. And the chance of one man fulfilling 48 of them would be one in 10157. Now think about the probability of Jesus fulfilling every prophecy written about the coming Messiah, all 300 (or so) of them. How could he do that unless he is the Son of God? And when you come face to face with the Son of God, what should you ask for? We deserve nothing, but God’s given us everything. We must see who we are as we stand in the presence of the powerful Creator God and humble ourselves and ask for his mercy, Jesus, “Have mercy upon me, a sinner.” What’s your response?
