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The Lordship of Christ
Luke 19:28-48

Key Verse: 19:34 

“They replied, "The Lord needs it.”

Jesus had been to Jerusalem many times before, but this time would be different. This time would later be labeled as his triumphal entry. It was the culmination of Jesus’ journey and shows us the meaning of why he came into the world. Jesus is the promised Messiah, God’s appointed King. And the way he entered Jerusalem reveals the nature of his kingship. The idea of a monarchy is somewhat foreign to us because there are not that many around but in contrast to the world, Jesus is a wonderful King, one who is worthy of our praise. 

After Jesus told the parable of the ten minas, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. He was going there to fulfill God’s plan to save the world through his death and resurrection. It would’ve been nice to be encouraged by his disciples or better yet get some prayer support from them, but they were in their own world, oblivious to Jesus’ spiritual struggle. Its mind boggling that they were so close to Jesus physically but so far away from him spiritually. 

Look at verses 29-31. “As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, “Why are you untying it?” tell him, “The Lord needs it.” Bethphage and Bethany were suburbs of Jerusalem, like Evanston or Skokie are to Chicago. From the Mount of Olives, Jesus would begin his entry into the city as the promised Messiah. To prepare, he needed a donkey’s colt. He could have gotten one a number of ways but as usual Jesus took this opportunity to teach his disciples something about himself, the Lordship of Christ. This story seems like extra information and you might wonder why it is in here. From this point on, Jesus while he is in Jerusalem, he is headed straight for the cross. And in this transition from teaching His disciples and the Pharisees about the kingdom of God, to the time he is hung on the cross, He’s showing that He’s in control of everything that’s going on. He’s so in control that he knows where to get a colt from, in a town that they haven’t been to yet. And he even knows that the colt has never been ridden and what the people are going to say. 

The colt that Jesus told his disciples to get belonged to someone else, frankly speaking that’s stealing and they would be breaking the eighth commandment if they did it. The only justification for doing it was “The Lord needs it.” But through this event, Jesus taught them that he is Lord of all. How did they respond? Look at verses 32-34. “Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, ‘Why are you untying the colt?’ They replied, ‘The Lord needs it.’” I am amazed whenever I read this text because of the disciples’ faith. They had to go and find an animal they have never seen, they knew nothing about, and then take it without asking. Either they had great faith, or they were stupid, because they could’ve been charged with theft. But amazingly everything happened EXACTLY the way Jesus said it would. It’s amazing; down to the very words the people would say. I don’t know what the owners of the colt were thinking, it’s weird that they just let their colt go with strangers. When the disciples trusted Jesus and obeyed His word, they experienced the Lordship of Christ in a very practical way. 
Jesus wants us also, to believe the Lordship of Christ. He is the Sovereign Ruler of all plants, animals and people including all of us. John 1:3 says, “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” Jesus is the Creator God and his command supersedes any other command. Jesus’ law is higher than any other law. Jesus’ disciples must live by this faith in practical experience. However that does not give us license to steal whatever we want using the excuse “the Lord needs it.” We still have to give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what it God’s. Therefore we need wisdom from God to know what is right and courage to live by faith.

When the disciples brought the colt to Jesus they covered it with their cloaks, put Jesus on it and he entered Jerusalem. Why did Jesus enter Jerusalem like this? Jesus did it to fulfill the prophecy of Zechariah. Zechariah prophesied, “Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” (Zech 9:9) Through his prophecy, Zechariah is telling us something about the coming Messiah. He is giving us insight into the character of our eternal king. And through it, we can learn three things about the nature of Christ’s kingship. 

Firstly we learn the humbleness of Jesus. Worldly rulers use their power and position to rule through intimidation. When Japan surrendered at the end of WWII, General MacArthur held the surrender ceremony on the deck of the huge battleship USS Missouri. It was MacArthur’s way to show his power and intimidate his enemy. But Jesus, who is the Creator of the universe, rode into Jerusalem on a baby donkey. It was almost comical. His feet may have even drug along the ground. It would be like General MacArthur riding into Japan on a tricycle. People would laugh. Unlike worldly rulers, who lord over people and are unapproachable, Jesus came so gently and humbly that anyone could approach him and become friends with him. More importantly, Jesus was humble enough to obey the will of God which meant giving up his life, being tortured as the Lamb of God who shed his blood for our sins. However to some people, Jesus’ humble obedience to God looks like he was defeated, but it was through his humbleness that Jesus crushed the head of Satan and won victory for us. 
Secondly we learn that Jesus is righteous. How many kings or rulers have been righteous? People loved President John F. Kennedy, but there are reports that he was not faithful to his wife. And even King David who was one of the best rulers in Israel’s history and known as a man after God’s own heart was not righteous and fell prey to temptation. The best rulers among men are still sinners. (This is why the framers of the U.S. Constitution established a system of checks and balances on the power of the ruling bodies. This is why church government should be entrusted to a board of elders rather than to one person.) Even the best human beings are prone to corruption by their sinful nature. But Jesus is different because only he is righteous and sinless. When he was tempted in the desert by the devil, Jesus overcame by the power of God’s word. Jesus is not vulnerable to the evil of the sinful nature. His judgment is not clouded by selfish desires. Jesus is holy, pure and full of spiritual wisdom. Therefore, his justice is flawless and his rule is perfect. Isaiah 11:3b-4 says, “He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.”
Thirdly we learn that Jesus is our Savior. Many rulers have wanted to do good, but had no power to do it. However Jesus is really powerful. He created all we know. Nothing can prevent his righteous rule. Jesus has the power to liberate anyone from oppression. Unlike worldly rulers who use their power for their own benefit, Jesus used his power to save his people. Ultimately he saves his people from their sins, the devil and from death. To confirm this, when the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph, Jesus’ father, he said “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins."” (Mt 1:21) Zechariah said all these things more than 500 years before Jesus was born. birth and when Jesus came, he became our gentle, humble, righteous Savior.
So how did the people respond? Let’s look at verses 36-38. “As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 37When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” At first when you read this, it looks so joyful, like a celebration of a king returning in victory, but when you look closer you find the shocking truth. They are singing for Jesus, but some of them are praising him as God and some of them are praising him for the miracles that he did. Which means they’re not really worshiping and exalting Jesus as God in the flesh but rather because He was able to feed them, do miracles and perform magic. They liked him because he could do things for them; like feeding them and healing their diseases, but deep down they didn’t consider him worthy of worship as God. If you’ve ever tried to figure out why some of the people on this day sing “Blessed is the King…” but in four days they’re screaming out “Crucify him!” it’s because the vast majority of them were wicked servants, not good ones, if you know what I mean; remember last weeks passage. It’s just that they haven’t been revealed as such yet. So they’re not following Jesus because he is God; they’re following him because they’re wondering what they can get for themselves. And in the midst of all this, we find the Pharisees telling Jesus to rebuke his disciples. (v39) At first this seemed strange to me, but the reason the Pharisees are rebuking Jesus because his followers are calling him God. And Jesus’ response is, “If I silence them, the rocks are going to be saying the same thing, so let’s just call it even.” God doesn’t need people. If we don’t sing his praises, then all creation will. 
Take a look at verses 41-42. “As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace–but now it is hidden from your eyes.’” In a dramatic change of mood, Jesus expresses his emotion for Jerusalem. When he sees the city he breaks down and weeps. Even though Jesus is king, he is not a tyrant lording over people and laughing as he is about to destroy them. It’s quite the opposite. Jesus’ heart is broken and he is weeping because he knows what’s going to happen if someone rejects him. God is patient, kind and gentle, but his patience is not endless. God’s patience has an end and we see through these verses that if we reject Jesus long enough, eventually it will be hidden from us. 
Jesus wanted the people of Jerusalem to welcome him as God’s appointed King and he wanted to give them real peace. But in the end, through the manipulation of the religious leaders, the people would reject him and it would lead to God’s severe punishment on the city. “The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.” (v43-44) And Jesus was right. Roughly forty years after his death, in A.D. 70, a Roman army under General Titus attacked Jerusalem. Only the early Christians, who had taken Jesus’ warning seriously, managed to escape. Embankments were built, the city was surrounded and invaded. The devastation was horrible. More than one million people died and another hundred thousand taken prisoner. All the buildings were destroyed until not one stone was left on another. According to Jesus’ words, this happened because the people of Jerusalem did not recognize the time of God’s coming to them. Jesus was broken-hearted when he thought about the judgment that would fall upon Jerusalem. (Jesus destroyed the temple for 2 reasons; a. it was no longer needed – after Jesus’ ascension our bodies become the temple of God. b. it had become an idol for them. Even today you can see people worshipping at the wailing wall in Jerusalem – hoping that through it they can be closer to God.)
The heart of Jesus weeps for those who reject his Lordship. In America, we value our personal freedom and sometimes this makes it difficult for us to acknowledge Jesus as Lord. We don’t really understand the concept of a king and lordship. There are some people, especially on the internet and in Hollywood, who simply will not acknowledge Jesus as Lord and Jesus is broken hearted for them. That’s why he sends his servants to them over and over again because he doesn’t want to lose any of them. But in today’s passage Jesus is speaking more to so called believers. These days most believers would never outright reject Jesus' Lordship because we know and believe that there’s a hell and frankly speaking, we don't want to go there. So what do we instead of rejecting him? We do something that may be far worse. We twist Jesus’ Lordship and re-direct what he tells us to do until his commands are something that we’re comfortable with. People who call themselves Christians, who really don't want to submit to Jesus' Lordship, usually give one of three responses.

The first response is, Jesus wants me to be happy, so he would never ask me to give something that I like or do something that I don't want to do. Most people love Jesus or at least the concept of Jesus. But then when it comes right down to it, we don’t want to follow what the Bible shows that Jesus taught. We tend to listen only to the parts we like - for example his blessings and love - and close our ears to parts we don’t like, commands like deny yourself and repent. So we don’t out right reject Jesus’ lordship but we re-create Jesus to our liking so that we only have to do what is easy or comfortable for us. 
The second response is, to re-define God’s grace and mercy. This is very similar to the first one but a little more subtle. (It’s like two sides of the same coin) This comes from more experienced church people. While the first one is more selfish, “Jesus wants me to be happy” this second one tries to look at it from God’s point of view. So we say, “If God is gracious, merciful and loving, why would he ask that of me?” And so we reject any kind of suffering or denying ourselves as God being ungracious or unmerciful. 

The third response is, to substitute one of Jesus’ commands for another. This is the most dangerous and it’s the one that convicted me, although I am guilty of all three. This response comes when we have heard God’s word, either through a message, personal rebuke or Bible reading or study. And our hearts have been convicted of our own sin and we know that God wants us to confess and repent of it but we don’t. And instead of confessing and repenting, we substitute something else in its place. For example, say the Holy Spirit prompts you to confess your lust, stealing, hatred or covetousness and your response is, “Hmm, I don’t want to do that, but how about I get up 30 minutes earlier and read the Bible a little bit more?” And it’s if God is in heaven saying, “Let me think about that and weight it out. Jesus, Holy Spirit, here’s what Bob’s offering. He doesn’t want to be obedient to my commands, but what he has offered is 30 more minutes of Bible reading. That way we can convict him of more things that he has no intention of following.” It sounds funny but I bet a lot of people fall into this category. Where you have been lead by the Holy Spirit about some sin that you need to deal with, but then it becomes easier to not deal with it. And you try to forget about it but you can’t because your conscience convicts you of your guilt. And so instead of repenting of our sin we try to work it off by doing another spiritual act in its place. This is a subtle form of rebellion against Jesus’ lordship. And we think that we know better than God. But what we don’t realize is that what ever spiritual activity we do instead of repenting will not be blessed by God. It’s futile. And this is where people burn out over time because instead of repenting and accepting Jesus’ lordship they keep piling on spiritual activities and it becomes like running on a treadmill. And we are running and running and running but we’re going absolutely nowhere. So instead of being refreshed by the word of God, we only become more burdened.  
And we see this in the last part of this passage when Jesus goes into the temple and rebukes everyone there who were not doing what was right. Instead of using God’s house as a place to talk with God through prayer and have a deep loving relationship with him, they turned it into a place for them to make money. And instead of repenting, the religious leaders do what? They want to kill him. So what do we do with this now in our time? Because the truth of the matter is, no matter what we think or do, God has made Jesus Lord and we are going to submit to his authority one way or another. Philippians 2:9-11 tell us, “Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” The only question is, if the rocks can obey and sing the praise of Lord Jesus can we? If we don’t does that mean we’re dumber than a pile of rocks? The question is will you submit yourself to the lordship of Christ? 

