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True Friendship
1 Samuel 20:1-42

Key Verse: 20:42
“Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.’” Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.”
Starting this message I was reminded of the band Queen who many years ago wrote their hit song “best friend” and one of the verses said, “Whenever this world is cruel to me I got you to help me forget. You’re the best friend I’ve ever had. Oh You make me live.” So it got me thinking about my high school and college days and the best friend I had. We did everything together. We hung out, we were roommates and we even worked at the same places. I look back on those days with fond memories. However those days didn’t last forever when I decided to give my life to Jesus, something changed in our relationship. I had this new door open in my life and I wanted to share it with him but when I tried, he didn’t want any part of it. After that we just slowly grew apart as our lives went down different paths. It broke my heart. I thought our friendship would last forever but it didn’t. So we come to today’s passage and I ask you what is true friendship? Have you ever experienced it? Who or what comes to your mind when you think of your best friend? Through today’s passage we will explore the relationship between David and Jonathan who can only be described as true friends. Through them we will see a relationship that goes deeper than just emotional friendship because it is rooted in the Lord. May God bless us through His word. 
As chapter 20 opens it’s hard to recognize David as the hero who confidently defeated a giant. Different threats take different tolls on people and while David could fearlessly face an powerful warrior like Goliath, he seems unnerved by the open hostility of the king of God’s own covenant people. So when Saul came to Ramah, David fled back to Gibeah to see his friend Jonathan. Take a look at verse 1. “Then David fled from Naioth at Ramah and went to Jonathan and asked, “What have I done? What is my crime? How have I wronged your father, that he is trying to take my life?”  David is dismayed because he has done nothing wrong and yet he is being attacked. He wants to find out what’s going on from a person he can trust Jonathan.  After hearing David’s plea Jonathan responds, “That’s not true! You’re not going to die. My father always tells me everything he’s going to do, even the little things. I know he wouldn’t hide something like this from me. It just isn’t so!” (v3) At first you might think that Jonathan was being naïve or just trying to see his father in a good light by denying Saul’s intention, however what’s probably more likely is that he was still trying to come to grips with the terrible situation he was in because the truth about his father hadn’t quite sunk in yet. 

But David wasn’t convinced by Jonathan’s optimistic outlook and he answers insightfully in verse 3. “Your father knows that we are the best of friends. So he says to himself, 'Jonathan must know nothing of this. If he does, he'll side with David.' But it's true—as sure as God lives, and as sure as you're alive before me right now—he's determined to kill me." Seeing David’s distress Jonathan says, "Tell me what you have in mind. I'll do anything for you." (v4) So David proceeds to tell his friend of the plan he concocted to find out Saul’s motives. He says, “Tomorrow we celebrate the new moon festival. I’ve always eaten with the king on this occasion, but tomorrow I’ll hide in the field and stay there until the evening of the third day. If your father asks where I am, tell him I asked permission to go home to Bethlehem for an annual family sacrifice. If he says, ‘Fine!’ you will know all is well. But if he gets angry and loses his temper, you will know he is determined to kill me.” (v6-7) Through this plan David hoped to discern Saul’s intentions. I have read that some commentators say that David’s plan was a lie and that he shouldn’t have said it, but David wouldn’t be the one saying it. However in one aspect I think that David does set a good example. In his distress, he went to someone who he knew was a godly man and sought safety in covenant promises that had been given to him. If you remember from last weeks passage Jonathan had made a covenant to David in chapter 18 so this is why he’s coming to Jonathan for help. Whenever we are confused or in trouble, we also should go to the people we trust and hopefully they are godly people. For David this was Jonathan. And David appealed to Jonathan based upon their covenant take a look at verse 8. “As for you, show kindness to your servant, for you have brought him into a covenant with you before the LORD. If I am guilty, then kill me yourself! Why hand me over to your father?” The New Living Translation says, “Show me this loyalty as my sworn friend—for we made a solemn pact before the Lord—or kill me yourself if I have sinned against your father. But please don’t betray me to him!” David knew that he would find solace in his covenant friend. 
Of course Jonathan promised good will and support to his friend but David wondered how he would find out about Saul’s response. Jonathan took David out to a field where they made their arrangements. This is where Jonathan gets serious and he begins to speak in the formal language of a covenant oath. The Message Translation tells verses 12-13a this way, “As God, the God of Israel, is my witness, by this time tomorrow I'll get it out of my father how he feels about you. Then I'll let you know what I learn. May God do his worst to me if I let you down! If my father still intends to kill you, I'll tell you and get you out of here in one piece.” Notice how Jonathan responds in this difficult situation. He isn’t able to manage all the variables or even reconcile his own loyalties. On the one hand he’s Saul’s son and is duty bound to his father the king, and on the other hand he’s also David’s close friend who he’s made a special promise to. What’s more is, that he himself stands to lose a lot should things go the wrong way. In the best case, the least he loses is his kingdom but in the worst case he could lose his life. And I believe that we see a major shift in Jonathan’s attitude at this point in passage in verses 13b-15. Jonathan says “May the LORD be with you as he has been with my father. 14 But show me unfailing kindness like that of the LORD as long as I live, so that I may not be killed, 15 and do not ever cut off your kindness from my family—not even when the LORD has cut off every one of David’s enemies from the face of the earth.” I’m not sure how Jonathan knew what God’s plan was. The Bible doesn’t tell us directly how Jonathan learned that God appointed David to succeed Saul as king, maybe he was there when Samuel revealed it, or maybe Saul told him, I don’t know, but it’s clear from these verses that Jonathan was aware of God’s plan. This meant that Jonathan wouldn’t follow his father and take the throne. So Jonathan has to make a choice. Does he ignore God’s will and follow his father and take the throne for himself or does he accept God’s will and give up his right to be king? It’s a very difficult position to be in. What would you do it you were standing in his shoes? Jonathan must have been tempted to take the kingdom for himself, like Golem in the Lord of the rings. I’m sure that it must have crossed his mind. But in this passage we don’t see any hint of it. Jonathan obeys God’s will instead of fighting it and he put God’s glory before his own and was determines to serve on the side of the Lord. Knowing that it was God’s will to make David king, he decides to do his best to serve that cause. This is huge. It’s a life changer. But Jonathan is clearly on God’s side no matter what the cost is to him personally. And what’s amazing to me is that Jonathan doesn’t feel a sense of lose as this goes down. I think the reason for this is because he realized that it wasn’t his in the first place, everything belongs to God and God does with it what He wants and secondly the kingship was being given to his closest friend and he was ok with his friend getting the blessing. 
Then Jonathan makes a covenant with David, saying, “May the LORD call David’s enemies to account.” 17 And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself. (v16-17) It’s done they have just pledged their loyalty to one another. It’s like the became blood brothers or spit brothers or something. So then Jonathan tells David of his plan to shoot the arrows in verses 18-22. What I think is significant is at the end Jonathan says, “then you must go, because the LORD has sent you away. (Jonathan wanted to be clear that it wasn’t him sending David away but it was the Lord’s plan) 23 And about the matter you and I discussed—remember, the LORD is witness between you and me forever.” (v22b-23) Jonathan was like, “don’t forget the Lord is witness to what we just did.” He is holding David to a higher power than himself, he was held by God above. And I think that this is the difference between just emotional friendships and covenant, godly friendships. In a covenant godly friendship we are held to a higher standard which requires us to go beyond our emotional limits. It’s a stronger bond and a much deeper friendship. And I think that all of us need friendships like these in our lives and in our ministry. 
So David goes and hides in the field and Jonathan went to the dinner party as they planned. And as you might expect Saul noticed that David’s seat was empty. Saul wondered where David was and he thought that David must have done something to make him ceremonially unclean to make him miss this religious event. Still Saul kept it to himself. Then the second day of the festival Saul noticed that David was missing again and this wasn’t a religious event so there was no reason for David not to be there and this time he decided to ask Jonathan about it. “Why hasn’t the son of Jesse come to the meal, either yesterday or today?,” Saul asked. 28 Jonathan answered, “David earnestly asked me for permission to go to Bethlehem. 29 He said, ‘Let me go, because our family is observing a sacrifice in the town and my brother has ordered me to be there. If I have found favor in your eyes, let me get away to see my brothers.’ That is why he has not come to the king’s table.” Jonathan must not have been a very good liar because Saul goes ballistic, “and he said to him, “You son of a perverse and rebellious woman! Don’t I know that you have sided with the son of Jesse to your own shame and to the shame of the mother who bore you? 31 As long as the son of Jesse lives on this earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be established. Now send and bring him to me, for he must die!” (v30-31) This was the first time we see Saul’s anger aimed at his own son and he basically calling Jonathan  “you stupid son of a Bi$%&!” It was a terrible insult. And Jonathan experiences the limits of a father’s love. Saul has really degenerated into an unpredictable irrational man. In Saul’s tirade we see how he use three evil spears to pierce Jonathan’s heart to get his to do what he wants. Saul first tries to shame him by saying “to your shame and your mother’s nakedness.” Secondly Saul tries to manipulate Jonathan through guilt by saying he’s the son of a perverse and rebellious woman. And lastly Saul appeals to the nature of greed by saying that neither him nor his kingdom would never be established. With these poisoned barbs planted in Jonathan’s heart, Saul issued his demand: he must bring David to be killed. At this point David was so vulnerable being alone in the field. Jonathan could have cracked under this intense pressure and gave him up. 
Not everyone can keep their promises. Unless we’ve experience this kind of parental and kingly manipulation we can’t imagine the pressure Jonathan’s under. The movie Braveheart depicts a similar intense situation between the young Scottish lord Robert the Bruce and his father. And the father overwhelms and convinces Robert the Bruce to betray William Wallace, and Scotland, and ride out with the King of England instead of the Scottish soldiers. The weakness of the Bruce showed under the influence of his wicked father is matched only by the shame on his face when later he is recognized by William Wallace on the battle field. But thankfully Jonathan doesn’t succumb to his father’s pressure and instead defends David saying “Why should he be put to death? What has he done?” (v32) This was it Saul was at his breaking point and lost all control and tries to kill his own son with his trusty spear. It was then Jonathan knew that his father intended to kill David. (v33) Then Jonathan gets up from the table in fierce anger and didn’t even eat anything the next day because he was so upset. (v34) He must have been upset about his broken family and the fact that his father, who he loved, just tried to kill him but again amazingly the Bible doesn’t record any of that, only that he was grieved at his father’s shameful treatment of David. 

The next day Jonathan goes out to field and gives David the signal. After the boy leaves David comes out and bowed low to the ground three times because he realizes all that Jonathan has done for him. Without Jonathan, it would have been difficult for David to establish his kingship. And they kissed each other and they weep together. This isn’t gay sexual love, it’s real sincere brotherly love. And they knew that they may never see each other again. After this, they would only see each other 1 time briefly. But from now on they would be on opposite sides and this tore their hearts apart. And then Jonathan says something amazing to David in verse 42. Let’s read it together. “Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each other in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD is witness between you and me, and between your descendants and my descendants forever.’” Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the town.” How could he say “go in peace” when they both knew that they were going to be on opposite sides of a coming conflict? It meant that they were at peace with each other. And no matter what happened they would always remain as true friends. Nothing would come between them because they had made a promise to one another and it was witnessed by God. 
What made their relationship special was that they included God in their relationship together. In fact it was David’s desire to defend God’s honor that first caught Jonathan’s attention. David and Jonathan were connected together a common bond; their love for God and wanting to defend God’s honor. Jonathan fought against great odds and David fought a giant. Both risked their lives for God. This was just the beginning of their relationship. How was Jonathan a good friend to David? He gave up his claim to kingship. He put himself into danger for David. He defended David. He helped David to get away. He even laid down his life for David. It says that he loved him as himself. For the first three years of our ministry we have taken key verse about loving God and loving one another. I think that this is our highest command and Jesus even summarized the 10 commandments in this way in Mark 12:31 “The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.” Jonathan gives a wonderful example of how to love someone as yourself. It means to serve them above our own needs, above our own desires, above our own future. How wonderful it is to have a friends like this. I don’t think that we come across people like this very often. I thought I had it in college but it wasn’t. People like this are rare, maybe once in a lifetime. Still we need good solid friendships in our life. But even if we don’t have a friend like Jonathan we can have someone better. Thank God that we have a friend in Jesus. In many ways Jonathan was a shadow of Jesus. Like Jonathan, Jesus gave up His kingship in heaven for us. Jesus defends us against our enemy Satan and Jesus laid down his life for us. Jesus is our mediator with God and we can “Go in peace” because we are not at war with God any more because we have sworn friendship with Jesus and the Lord is the witness of this. And just as David could find solace in his covenant friend, if we believe in Jesus we can find solace in Him based upon the blood covenant he made with us. (Heb 8:12)

And just as Jonathan faced life’s challenges and remained faithful to the promises that he made, let’s do our best to be faithful to the promises that we’ve made. Like the promises in our marriages to love and respect and be faithful till death do us part. Or what about the promises that we made to love one another in our ministry or what about our love covenant with our Lord and Savior. May God give us the strength to be faithful to all the promises we make before the Lord. 

