GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD

2 Chronicles 20:1–30

Key Verse: 20:21C “Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.”

The first Thanksgiving celebration was held in America by thirty-eight English settlers who arrived at the 
Berkeley

 Plantation in Virginia in 1619. The next recorded celebration is the most famous: Plymouth, Massachusetts, 1621. The first winter the Pilgrims had in the ‘New World’ was a brutal one (nearly half of those who came over on the Mayflower died). Times did eventually grow easier on them though, the following harvest season was so bountiful in fact that the Pilgrims decided to hold a feast for celebration and thanksgiving. This ‘festival’, which lasted three days, included the participation of nearly one hundred Native Americans. Governor William Bradford had invited the natives to show them appreciation, for helping his colony survive through the harsh weather conditions. Finally in 1863, President Abraham Lincoln declared the last Thursday of November as a national day of Thanksgiving.

Thank God for this Thanksgiving Sunday! Today we want to learn how to thank God from King Jehoshaphat. 

	


Last Sunday, we learned that our God looked at the heart of David and anointed him as the King of his own chosen people. David was called as a man after God’s own heart. There were several godly kings who were called Davidic kings because they walked in the ways of their father David. 

King Asa was the first Davidic King. 2 Chronicles 14:2 says, “Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God.” King Asa was a great spiritual reformer. But just like King David, he was not a man without a fault. In his last years, Baasha King of Israel invaded his country Judah. Instead of asking God’s help first, he took the silver, gold and treasurers out of God’s temple and sent them to the king of Aram of Damascus and requested his military support. He won the war, but later God rebuked him for relying on Aram, instead of God (2 Chr. 16:7,9,10). He was angry and his disease was severe, even in his illness he did not seek help from the LORD, but only from the physicians and then soon he died (2 Chr. 16:12-13). 

First, King Jehoshaphat’s Prayer (V1-14)

	After King Asa’s death, his son Jehoshaphat succeeded him as King. 2 Chr. 17:3-6 say, “The LORD was with Jehoshaphat because he followed the ways of his father David before him. He did not consult the Baals 4 but sought the God of his father and followed his commands rather than the practices of Israel. 5 The LORD established the kingdom under his control; and all Judah brought gifts to Jehoshaphat, so that he had great wealth and honor. 6 His heart was devoted to the ways of the LORD; furthermore, he removed the high places and the Asherah poles from Judah.”  In good times, everyone can be good. But at the times of troubles, a truly great man makes a difference. 

King Jehoshaphat was invaded by 3 powerful kings. According to verse 1, the Moabites and Ammonites with some of the Meunites came to wage war against Jehoshaphat. Verse 2 says, “Some people came and told Jehoshaphat, “A vast army is coming against you from Edom, from the other side of the Dead Sea. It is already in Hazezon Tamar” (that is, En Gedi).” The author commented these three allied forces became a vast army. The situation was like that of Winston Churchill whose country was challenged by the allied forces of Germany, Italy (and Japan). In this desperate situation, what did King Jehoshaphat resolve to do? Verse 3 says, “Alarmed, Jehoshaphat resolved to inquire of the LORD, and he proclaimed a fast for all Judah.” Jehoshaphat was alarmed. Yet he did not decide to ask human help from any other nation as his father did. Instead he resolved to inquire of the Lord and proclaimed a national fast. To many people, prayer seems to be the last resort. But to godly people like Jehoshaphat, prayer to God was the first and the only solution. In this situation, most people could have given up even before fighting. But Jehoshaphat resolved to pray to the Lord. What did the people of Judah do? Verse 4 says, “The people of Judah came together to seek help from the LORD; indeed, they came from every town in Judah to seek him.” Thank God for a prayerful leader and prayerful followers! Like King Jehoshaphat, everyone faces seemingly impossible challenges and spiritual wars. When our Founding Father, George Washington faced mighty British army, he knelt down and prayed to God at Valley Forge. Abraham Lincoln explained to a general wounded at Gettysburg: When everyone seemed panic-stricken...I went to my room...and got down on my knees before Almighty God and prayed...Soon a sweet comfort crept into my soul that God Almighty had taken the whole business into His own hands...
Our nation is great because it was founded upon God's Word and prayer. But today prayer has been replaced by political intrigue, materials and a mistaken notion that our private and national affairs can be run without God. 


We all agree that right now our nation is in a great financial trouble. Over 10 million people (nearly 10% unemployment rate) are out of work. Economists are saying that the job prospect of 2011 is not good either. Due to huge national debts and deficits, America is losing her influence globally. Spiritually, secular humanists try hard to remove God’s name in every part of our life. More and more American people support ungodly and unbiblical marriages. Indeed our nation is in great distress. Today we need to resolve to pray for our nation’s spiritual and financial problems. Even our friends here in this ministry have challenges of raising up the disciples of Jesus, final exams, educating children, getting jobs or US visa etc. God gives us these challenges so that we can come to him and pray wholeheartedly.      

Now from King Jehoshaphat, we can learn how to pray. In his prayer, what did King Jehoshaphat say about God? (5–7) 5 Then Jehoshaphat stood up in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem at the temple of the LORD in the front of the new courtyard 6 and said: “LORD, the God of our ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you. 7 Our God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this land before your people Israel and give it forever to the descendants of Abraham your friend? 

According to the verses 5-7, Jehoshaphat’s beginning of prayer was not about asking anything. His prayer started with who God is. God rules over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in God’s hand. Personally I thank God for 1 Samuel Bible study. Through the study of OT, I began to know God more personally and historically. I learned that our prayer should begin with God himself and for God himself. Jesus taught us to pray for God’s Name, his Kingdom and his will first in the Lord’s Prayer.  

In verses 8-9, Jehoshaphat’s prayer teaches us the unique function of the Jerusalem temple? “8 They have lived in it and have built in it a sanctuary for your Name, saying, 9 ‘If calamity comes upon us, whether the sword of judgment, or plague or famine, we will stand in your presence before this temple that bears your Name and will cry out to you in our distress, and you will hear us and save us.” 
God’s temple bears God’s name. In his temple, when we cry out to God in our distress, God will hear us and save us. We pray and believe that our God will provide us with IIT Bible house. The future IIT Bible House will bear God’s name and it will be the house of prayer and Bible study.    

 In verses 10-12a, Jehoshaphat prayed about the injustice of Israel’s enemies. (10–12a) 10 “But now here are men from Ammon, Moab and Mount Seir, whose territory you would not allow Israel to invade when they came from Egypt; so they turned away from them and did not destroy them. 11 See how they are repaying us by coming to drive us out of the possession you gave us as an inheritance. 12 Our God, will you not judge them? 

The people of Ammon and Moab were the descendant of Lot. And the people of Mount Seir were Edomites, the descendants of Esau. According to Deuteronomy 2, Moses and his people did not invade the descendants of Lot and Esau, following God’s command. These people received God’s grace (Dt 2:4-6,9,19). But now they unjustly repay God’s grace by invading Israelites. Therefore, the King asked God’s justice against the invading enemies. 

In verse 12b, the king prayed, “For we have no power to face this vast army that is attacking us. We do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.” Like the people of Judah, we have no power to face and overcome the vast army of post modernism, humanism, materialism and pleasure seeking which influence young people’s heart. Moses and some of our faithful student coworkers struggle hard to keep the lamp of God burning for our IIT Bible Club. But we do not know what to do and how to increase undergraduate Bible students. But we have a mighty weapon. It is to put to put our eyes on God through faithful and persistent prayers. 

When King Jehoshaphat prayed to God wholeheartedly, who else prayed with him? Verse 13 says, 13 “All the men of Judah, with their wives and children and little ones, stood there before the LORD.” Thank God that our JBF & CBF coworkers, Miriam, Barnabas, David, Elizabeth and Brian pray to God along with us. (I was thankful to hear that little Orlando Jr. and Noah prayed for dinner and breakfast when their grandfather forgot to pray before the meals). A vast army was invading. The fate of the Judah was like a candle light in front of strong wind. But when the King and his people prayed earnestly to God, what did God do for them? 

Second, King Jehoshaphat believed God’s answer to his prayer (v15-20)  

The king had such a faith that he believed he would surely receive what he had prayed for. He had faith that Jesus had. Jesus said in Mark 11:24. 24 “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.” Then someone may ask, “How come  I have not received what I have prayed for?” God gives us his answer in 1 John 5:14 14 “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.” The key word is to pray according to God’s will. So our prayer should be about how to glorify God or what will please the Lord. Thus far, all the prayers the King offered was according to God’s will. So he had confidence about God’s answer. 1 John 5:15 says, 15 “And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we have what we asked of him.”
As his answer to King’s prayer, God gave him an encouraging message through his prophet, Jahaziel in verses 15-17.  15 He said: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and Jerusalem! This is what the LORD says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s. 16 Tomorrow march down against them. They will be climbing up by the Pass of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the gorge in the Desert of Jeruel. 17 You will not have to fight this battle. Take up your positions; stand firm and see the deliverance the LORD will give you, Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow, and the LORD will be with you.’” 

God answered their prayers, by his words through the prophet Jahaziel. But someone may ask, “Why God does not speak to us now?” Hebrews 1:1 gives us the answer. “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.” So here we learn that when we earnestly pray to God, he will give us his answer through the words of Jesus.  Through the prophet, God said twice, ‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this vast army. And God assured them that the battle was not theirs, but God’s. So God told them to stand firm and see God’s deliverance. In last week’s video clip, we saw that when Pastor Salavat prayed earnestly for his hungry children, God sent two men, like angels, with an envelope of necessary money. Every one suffers from distress and challenges. Honestly, I worried a lot about America’s economic troubles and my own mortgage. The cover story of last week’s Economist was “China buys the world.” It is nothing against Chinese people. But the worry was that the communist government tries to buy out the world. I also worry about Iran and lawless North Korea. But God took away my worry and fears through his words in today’s passages. Verse 6 says that God rules over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in God’s hand and no one can withstand God. And verse 15b says, “Do not be afraid or discouraged because of this army. For the battle is not yours, but God’s.” 

After hearing God’s message of promise, what did each group of people do? Verse 18-19, 18 “Jehoshaphat bowed down with his face to the ground, and all the people of Judah and Jerusalem fell down in worship before the LORD. 19 Then some Levites from the Kohathites and Korahites stood up and praised the LORD, the God of Israel, with a very loud voice.” When Jahaziel delivered God’s answers to their earnest do-or-die prayers, the king and his people fell down in thanksgiving and worship and praised God with loud voice. The King did not see the victory yet. But he believed that he won the victory based on God’s words. When Mary, the mother of Jesus believed the words of God, Elizabeth said, “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished! (Luke 1:45) When God answered my earnest prayers, for such as Sh. Orlando’s family and John’s moving to near the house of God, Orlando’s VA benefits and my son’s medical school full scholarship, I really bowed down my head and thanked God from my deepest heart. But I am sorry that I did not praise God in songs. By accepting and believing God’s words we can hear God’s answers to our earnest prayers right here on Sundays.  

According to God’s instruction, early in the morning they left for the Desert of Tekoa. As they set out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and people of Jerusalem! Have faith in the LORD your God and you will be upheld; have faith in his prophets and you will be successful.” He asked his people to have faith in God and in his prophets. And he assured them that they would be upheld and successful. Truly the King was a man of faith in God and in his messengers. We are surrounded by such a great men and women of faith, beginning from Abraham, according to Hebrews 11. 

Third, King Jehoshaphat thanked and praised God (V21-30)

Shall we read the key verse 21 together? 21 “After consulting the people, Jehoshaphat appointed men to sing to the LORD and to praise him for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the head of the army, saying: “Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.” 

The King appointed a Praise Band, like IIT …After he offered believing prayer according to God’s will, the king was confident that he already had God’s victory over the enemies. Therefore, he thanked and praised God, saying, “Give thanks to the LORD, for his love endures forever.” 

From the king, we learn two things. Firstly, the King thanked God for his love which endures forever. The king did not mention “victory” for the reason of his thanksgiving. He accepted the promised victory as God’s love. The victory was a small part of God’s great love. God said to Samuel in 1 Sa 8:8, “As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you.” From the day of Exodus, till now, over 400 years, the people of God had sinned before God again and again, by forsaking him and serving other gods. Despite their repeated sins, year after years, today God again forgave their sins and answered their crying out prayers and promised them victory against their enemies. What a great and long patient love of God! So the king and his people praised God saying, “Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever!” God’s love is great and unfailing, yet it is invisible. Simply because we can not see it or feel it, we can not say, “I don’t know God’s love” or “I don’t feel God’s love.” Jesus said in John 3:16, “God so loved the world that he gave his One and Only Son so that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Jesus himself is the best and surest evidence of God’s love. Jesus also said in John 15:13, “Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.” Jesus demonstrated his greatest love when he laid down his own life for you and me. Children sing, “Jesus loves me this I know, for the Bible tells me so!” But in our real life, we still suffer from many problems and challenges which were mentioned before. These problems can plant doubt of God’s love for a moment. But A. Paul convinces us of God’s love in Romans 8:32-35. “He who did not spare his Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?...It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? ” No matter what situation we may be in, we still have one clear reason to be thankful. We can thank God for his love which was demonstrated through Jesus on the cross. Can we really say from our heart, “God really loves me”?  

Secondly, we can learn the King’s faith that gives thanks to God even before the victory. Our Lord Jesus prayed and thanked God first over 5 loaves of bread and two fish, believing God would feed 5,000 people soon. One of the names for the Lord's Supper is Eucharist, which is from the Greek word for "give-thanks."  Our thanksgiving can be three dimensional. Thank God for what he has done, for what he is doing and for what he will do. 

Through this passage, God teaches me to thank God even before I receive his answer. Out of our lack of faith, we only thank God for what we already received. I heard one Christian woman greeted to her neighbor, “Good Morning!” Then with nearly angry voice, her neighbor answered her back, saying, “What’s good about it?” Like this unthankful neighbor, how often we feel like saying, “How pitiful I am, I don’t have many things to thank God for!” I was deeply moved by reading an article written by an American missionary to Korea (Dr. John Lynton). He visited N. Korea many times to deliver medical equipments and supplies. (One funny but sad story of hot water shower: After hours of driving on unpaved road, his head was covered with muddy dust. So he checked in the best hotel in the town which Kim Ilsung had slept one night. Hot water was provided for only 10 minutes, but he could use it only 3 minutes).  So he pleaded the people of S. Korea to be truly thankful for all the blessings, privileges and conveniences, especially hot water shower, freedom of traveling, meeting friends, driving a car and sleeping in a room with heating and cooling system. He didn’t say, but I felt it was implied that we Americans, with more privileges, such as better educational system, should be even more thankful than the people of S. Korea. But I learned from Sh. Bob that we have to thank God for not only good things but also for tough challenges as well, based on 1 Thes. 5:18. “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 

While the King and his people gave thanks and praises to God, what did God do? 22 “As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading Judah, and they were defeated. 23 The Ammonites and Moabites rose up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate them. After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they helped to destroy one another.” What an awesome God! The very moment all the people of Judah was thanking and praising God, what did God do? God made the three enemies destroy one other until all were dead (maybe out of confusion, power struggle or distrust). A vast army became a vast field of full of dead bodies! It was a great miracle during thanksgiving and praise. What else did God give his people as bonus? 25 “So Jehoshaphat and his men went to carry off their plunder, and they found among them a great amount of equipment and clothing and also articles of value—more than they could take away. There was so much plunder that it took three days to collect it.” What a gracious God is! He is truly worthy of our thanks and praise!    

What did they do on the fourth day? (v 26-28). They assembled in the Valley of Berakah and praised the LORD. Then, led by Jehoshaphat, all the men of Judah and Jerusalem returned joyfully to Jerusalem and went to the temple of the LORD with harps and lyres and trumpets. 

After this event, the fear of God came on all the surrounding kingdoms when they heard how the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel. God gave peace and rest to the kingdom of Jehoshaphat. 

Last night, at our US Sr. Staff meeting, all of them shared many thanks-giving topics from their hearts. I shared my own thanksgiving topics. I said, “I thank God for our beautiful love relationship and unity among our IIT coworkers!” We thank God for many faithful and committed leaders in our ministry! We thank God for this best, nearest and safest worship place for us! We thank God for new house church between Mike and Mary after Dan and Viola. We thank God for sending out many coworkers from IIT! We thank God for great Bible messengers, Sh. Bob, Dan and Mike! Thank God for Moses and our student coworkers keep serving IIT Bible Club! Thank God for great women coworkers who are gospel center and prayerful. I don’t have enough time to mention how much God has loved us and blessed in 2010! 

Learning form King Jehoshaphat, may God help each one of us to give thanks to God for his love endures forever! Shall we read our key verse 21C together? “Give thanks to the Lord, for his love endures forever.”  
