Once Again, Inquire of the Lord
I Sam 21:1 – 23:6

KV: I Sam 23:4 “Once again, David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him, ‘Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand.’”  


One of the toughest questions we deal with is, “Did the Lord really answer my prayer?”  Sometimes we pray for something to happen, or we pray for a sign, but as the days and weeks go on we might still wonder if God is thinking about it.  We have seen throughout these chapters of 1st Samuel, where God will answer the prayer of David, but will not answer a prayer from Saul.  The reason why is pretty clear from 1 John 5:14: “This is the confidence we have in approaching God; that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”  So then the question is, how do we know if we are asking according to his will?  And sometimes, that is not something we can learn or achieve by ourselves.  As we follow along on David’s journey, we will see how God worked in David’s life to make him a king who is a man after God’s own heart.  

Through the study of David’s journey and the study of Saul’s actions, let us see how God can then shape us and mold us into men and women after his own heart so that when we do inquire of the Lord, we know he hears us because we ask according to his will.  We will look at how David was made nothing, so that he could lean not on his own understanding, but trust fully in God.  We will look at how Saul cut himself off from the word of God, and finally how readily and resolutely the Lord answered when David inquires of him.

Part I: God Transforms David


2 weeks ago we learned that God was with David and gave him success in everything he did.  He was popular, the subject of a certain song that irritated Saul.  He was powerful, and successfully won every battle he was sent off to.  Last week we saw how that he had found a true friend, one who would risk his life for him.  It seemed like David started to have everything, but almost as quickly, things were unraveling.  Saul became jealous when he heard the song about David, and his intent to kill him rose to a point where David had to flee.  David had to leave behind his home, power, prestige, popularity, and sadly, his best friend – it was like God took everything away from him.  So what did David do next?


Look at verse 1: “David went to Nob, to Ahimelech the priest.  Ahimelech trembled when he met him, and asked, ‘Why are you alone? Why is no one with you?’”  David’s first destination was Nob, a town of the Lord’s priests.  The first place where David sought refuge was at the house of God, but what we see next is strange: David speaks lies outright to the priest.  He tells the priest that he was sent on a secret mission from the king that no one can know about, and proceeds to ask for bread.  Here we see two things: first, David did right in going to the house of God, but he was so overwhelmed with fear that this time, he did not depend on God, but depended on a trick, lies and deception to try to save himself.  He might have been fearful that Ahimelech would try to turn him in.


Before we start criticizing David though, think about how you react when you are fearing for your life.  You make irrational decisions, you say things you don’t mean in order to try to protect yourself.  I remember one time I was sliding down my friends staircase and I knocked over a plant and spilled dirt all over the carpet.  In the heat of things I told some story of how I slipped and fell this way, and it really wasn’t my fault.  My friends were quick to turn me in, “That’s not the story I saw.”  Sometimes it’s hard to remain faithful when our lives or reputations are at stake, but we must remember and learn that the lies we tell have consequences.  In David’s case, he was so guilt-stricken by the lie that he felt that he was responsible for the deaths of the entire town of Nob.  There is a saying that goes, “It’s ok to tell a lie to save a life,” but as a Christian, while the lie may save a life, it may not save the soul.

David then asks for bread, and Ahimelech replies that they only have consecrated bread.  By law only the priests were allowed to eat the consecrated bread, but we see here that David took it and ate it.  This is the occasion Jesus refers to in the other gospels, when the Jews were accusing the disciples of breaking the Sabbath – he references this event where David ate the consecrated bread.  Since David was genuinely hungry, and there was no other bread, human need overrides ritual tradition, and therefore he did not sin by eating this bread.  In this we can learn that our God is a merciful God, in the same way that he desires mercy, not sacrifice.

Now let’s look at 21:8, “David asked Ahimelech, ‘Don’t you have a spear or sword here? I haven’t brought my sword or any other weapon, because the king’s business was urgent.’”  Here we see David perpetuating the lie, and keeps it going.  The priest answers him, and tells him that the sword Goliath used is wrapped in linen behind the ephod.  The sword was useless for the priests, but it did serve some purpose for David.  First, it was a reminder of how God was with David, and second, we see that the Lord provides a weapon for David to defend himself.

It is always important to remember what God has done.  The Jews had Passover feasts every year to celebrate the Passover, which is still celebrated today.  In some passages in the Bible, the apostles would recount all that God did, from when he freed the Israelites from Egypt and divided the Red Sea, to how he made a covenant with David that the Holy One would come from his line.  We are very forgetful sometimes, and forget all of the deeds that God has done for us.  God gave David this sword, in which one use was to remember how God was with him and how he overcame impossible odds to slay a giant.  Do you remember what God has done in your life, how he has proved and revealed himself to you?  What a generous and merciful God we have, that he would prove anything to us, when really, we should prove ourselves faithful to Him.

That same day, David fled from Saul and went to Achish king of Gath.  Think about this for a second – David had just acquired Goliath’s sword.  Goliath was from Gath.  David has also, time and time again, beat up the Philistines.  You would think that this is the last place he would want to retreat to – but perhaps things had gotten so bad in Israel, that it might be safer to stay with the enemy.  For one, they might have known that Saul was out to get him.  Combine that with the knowledge that he is a valiant warrior, and they could possible have a valuable servant who would help them fight Israel.  But also, David might have hoped they would not recognize him, which they did – saying, “Isn’t he the one they sing about in their dances: ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his tens of thousands?’”


David again became fearful, this time of Achish king of Gath, so he pretended to be insane in their presence.  This was the ultimate humiliation of David, the ultimate humbling.  He had much to be proud about – he could be proud about the sword he was now carrying around – he could have been proud about his many victories in battle.  But now we see this valiant warrior, near 2nd or 3rd in command of all Israel, acting like a mental patient.  He started making markings on the doors and let saliva run all down his beard.
But in all this, though outwardly he acted like a crazy guy, inwardly, he was of sound mind and wrote Psalm 34.  This was his strategy to escape, and it worked!  In verses 14-15 Achish says, “Look at the man!  He is insane!  Why bring him to me?  Am I so short of madmen that you have to bring this fellow here to carry on like this in front of me?”  David was afraid Achish would be angry and desire to kill him when he found out who he was, but by pretending to be insane Achish pitied him and sent him away.  In this, the Lord delivered David, and he could write in that Psalm (34:4-6): “I sought the Lord, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears.  Those who look to him are radiant; their faces are never covered with shame.  This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; he saved him out of all his troubles.”

“This poor man called. (Psalm 34:6)”  God had made David poor in spirit.  He took away his power, prestige, friends and pride, added on to his burdens suffering and persecution – to what end?  That David may learn to depend only on the Lord – to lean not on his own understanding but to trust in God.  We saw what happened when David depended on his cunning – he ended up making terribly poor decisions (lying, going to Gath).  James 3:16 says, “For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.”  Sometimes God takes some things away from us so that we can learn to go to him and depend on him – sometimes what it takes is to humble us, and make us nothing in the world, so that we can become something like Jesus.  See what this humiliation has done for David:


Let’s read 22:1-2 “David left Gath and escaped to the cave of Adullam.  When his brothers and his father’s household heard about it, they went down to him there.  All those who were in distress or in debt or discontented gathered around him, and he became their leader.  About four hundred men were with him.”  What does David look like here?  He kind of looks like Jesus.  Those in distress, in debt or discontented gathered around him, just as they did with Jesus.  David at this point needed help himself, he needed some strong men or a nice army – but he got humble men at low points in their lives.  However, David did not consider himself, but elected to help these 400 men by becoming their leader.  Eventually they become David’s army, but not an army of his choosing – they are an army of God’s choosing.  How could they stand up to Saul’s army or the Philistines?  Only through God, who chooses to use the weak to shame the strong.

Again see the army God has called to carry out his work: the distress, in debt or discontented.  Jesus says in Luke 5:31, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  Jesus came, and died for all men, that they may come to God.  He did not just die for some, but for all men, meaning, all have sinned are in need to repent.  Those who chase after the world or worldly things, or those who do not believe they are natural born sinners are blind.  They cannot see, and may refuse to see their sin against God.  Because they refuse Jesus, they cannot by any other means come to God.  But the distressed, those distressed from their sinful life, the in-debt, those who understand their debt of love to God, and the discontented, those who are discontent with what the world has to offer – those are the ones God has called.

 From the cave of Adullam David went to Mizpah in Moab and asked the king if his parents could stay there.  David, like a good son, is very considerate of his parent’s welfare.  Probably in old age now, he thought it would be best if they were not on the run with him and his new army.  This is also a peculiar place to go, because Moab is an enemy nation of Israel’s, however, because his great-grandmother Ruth was a Moabite, his parents were able to find refuge there.


Look at v22:5 “But the prophet Gad said to David, ‘Do not stay in the stronghold.  Go into the land of Judah.’ So David left and went to the forest of Hereth.”
  David again was called to leave the safety of a foreign nation and back into enemy territory.  Why he had to go will become evident later – but here we see that David did not complain or make excuses, but obeyed as the Lord commanded.

So finally, we see David is beginning to look like the king God wants him to be – a servant for all men, just as Jesus came not to be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45).  
Part II: Saul Cuts Off God


On the other side and in contrast, we come to Saul who would not submit to the will of God, and is desperately trying to hold on to his kingdom, and establish his dynasty.  David has been anointed by God as the next king over Israel, but Saul is desperately trying to kill him.  He tries to manipulate Jonathan, in the last chapter, v(20:31) – he tells him that he will never reign as long as David is alive.  In his speech in the next few verses from 6-8, we see how twisted his mind has become.  He tries to use anything he can to keep his empire.  He tries to bribe his officials in verse 7 with promises of land and power.  He then falsely accuses his men of conspiracy against them, and twists it even more, saying “None of you in concerned about me.”  And finally, makes up this lie, which he might actually believe – is that David is waiting to ambush him.  Saul, as he continues to seek out his own ambition, has become very crafty, manipulative and wicked.

Look at verses 9-10: “But Doeg the Edomite, who was standing with Saul’s officials, said, ‘I saw the son of Jesse come to Ahimelech son of Ahitub at Nob.  Ahimelech inquired of the Lord for him; he also gave him provisions and the sword of Goliath the Philistine.’”  Doeg has just betrayed the secret of David and Ahimelech to Saul – but notice the deception going on here.  Doeg tells only the half-truth.  Notice that he does not mention what David said – that David lied about being under the king’s orders.  That fact may help Ahimelech prove his innocence, which Doeg may have left out intentionally.


Saul then summons Ahimelech, and questions why he conspired against him.  Ahimelech promptly responds with praise for David – the king’s son-in-law, captain of Saul’s bodyguard and highly respected in the household.  It’s like saying to the Green Bay Packer’s Head Coach what a great man the Bears quarterback is – probably not the best thing to say to Saul.  Yet Ahimelech was completely innocent.  He pleads “Let not the king accuse your servant or any of his father’s family, for your servant knows nothing at all about this whole affair.”  Saul, with no mercy, and no basis for killing these priests, orders that every one of them be executed.

None of Saul’s servants were willing to do that.  I think even they had their limits, their sense of justice & morality, and if not that, a healthy fear of God.  They would not kill God’s servants, innocent priests who had done nothing wrong.  However, there was one man that would do all of Saul’s bidding – it was Doeg the Edomite.  At Saul’s command, he struck down 85 priests, and in what could be one of Saul’s darkest hours, he struck down the entire town of Nob, including men, women, children, infants and even their livestock.  Saul, who was supposed to be the shepherd of his people Israel, was their murderer.


This was the cost for his ambition, this was the cost for his rejection of God’s will.  He had cut off God’s people – he cut off the voices of God, the people whom God spoke through.  He cut off God from himself.  It’s no wonder why we will see in 1 Sam 28, that God does not answer when Saul calls him.  For those who do not repent, they only become more hardened in their sins – and for those who hate the word of God, their hatred continues to grow deeper.  You may find more and more on the news, large public images of the cross or any public group advocating Christianity are getting identified as more and more unconstitutional.

But how about us?  How about our hearts, within ourselves?  When God leads our hearts, do we kill the voice, do we ignore it?  If our conscience says to us, get off the internet now, get off the TV now, remove that discount on your phone plan from HP because you don’t work there anymore…do we heed our conscience, or do we ignore the voice?  But in order to know God’s will and his leading, you have to be in alignment with God, and the more you ignore his call, the less you will be able to hear it, until you turn and repent.  2 Cor 3:15-16 says, “Even to this day when Moses is read, a veil covers their hearts.  But whenever anyone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.”

Saul by killing the prophets has cut off the word of God, but let us treasure his word and seek him through it daily.  If we should expect an answer when we inquire of the Lord, then we should respond when God inquires of us.  
Part III: God Answers David


Abiathar, son of Ahimelech the priest, managed to escape the slaughter and joined David.  It was there he told David that Saul had all the priests killed, and David remembered his actions there.  He took responsibility for the death of all the priests, and told Abiathar that he will keep him safe.


In the next chapter, we see that the Philistines have come to loot the threshing floors at Keilah.  The threshing floors are where the towns store their grains after separating them from the chaff.  Perhaps seeing that the nation was weakened by the fighting between Saul and David, the Philistines took their chance and raided an Israelite town.  But where was Saul to defend his sheep?  


Now we see God’s purpose in sending David out of safety in Moab to Judah – to save this town of Keilah.  David could have let it be destroyed, he could have used this opportunity to escape even farther, or he could have waited for Saul to try and rescue this, but he did not such thing.  Taking on a responsibility as a shepherd for his people, he made a brave inquiry to the Lord.  He inquired, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?”  The Lord answered, “Go attack the Philistines and save Keilah.”  


David’s men, however, the group of distressed, in-debted, discontented men were fearful, so for their sake and satisfaction, David inquired of the Lord again.  Can we all read v. 4 “Once again David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him, ‘Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand.’”  Nothing could be more clear.  David, though he was ready to go, inquired of the Lord a second time for the sake of his men.  In this David showed his love and concern for his men, and we can learn that we could also pray to God for the sake of others.

So the men went to Keilah and saved the town.  Not only that, but there was a bonus – they carried off the Philistine livestock.  David as a shepherd not only protected his herd, but increased it.


Throughout this passage we can see the work of God in David, training him to be a king that would depend only on God.  David remained faithful to God, even as God took him through painful trials – humbling himself so that he would not lean on his own understanding, but could trust the Lord in any circumstance.  He was reminded of how God was with him by carrying Goliath’s sword, and after repenting from lying, sought the Lord for deliverance out of any circumstance.  On the other hand we see the tragedy of Saul who cut off the word of God from his life, and could never get it back.  Finally, we see David carrying out the will of God, shepherding his people and expanding God’s flock.


Through this passage let us learn that this world has nothing to offer, and die to ourselves and the lusts of our flesh.  Let us honor the word of God, and seek God in the Scriptures daily, and let us ask and inquire of him once again, as we are being made in the image of his Son Jesus Christ.  Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”  In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.  Then you can be assured, that when you do inquire of the Lord, when you do come to him and ask of Him, he will answer you.

God had taken me through many trials this week.  On Wednesday I felt bad that I had put aside emails for the Org Fair, for that reason mentioned on Friday: that since I was not involved in it, I didn’t have to read the emails.  But the collective last minute action that Wednesday made me realize I had made myself too busy to inquire of the Lord – so that night I simply spent some time reading the Bible, and a book called “Except Ye Repent” by Harry Ironside, and God showed me Acts 13:48 “When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.”  The phrase “all who were appointed,” hit me – and I realized that God appointed me to eternal life.  It was a joy for me to know such a privilege and it changed my heart from being heavy, to being light and filled with joy.  My prayer for this year is that God would show me what it means to be contrite and lowly in spirit, and I believe he is taking me through some small trials of my own, like King David’s except easier to handle.  May we accept the Lord’s discipline as learning to depend on Him for all things, so that when we ask, he hears us.  For those of us who haven’t done so in a while, let us Once Again Inquire of the Lord.
