Pride, Humility & Repentance


Luke 22:24-62

Key Verse 22:26

“But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.”

Pride has a hold over the hearts of men.  Pride drives people to perform great feats and causes their own downfall.  Napoleon conquered nearly all of Europe, and he thought he could even conquer Russia.  In his pride, he did not calculate the Russian winter into his conquest plans.  Thousands died in the harsh winter and his army had to limp home and not long after that, Napoleon suffered his final defeat and was routed from power.  Pride puffs up the soul and gives people the sense that they are God.  Pride has been in people since the fall of man.  Adam and Eve succumbed to pride and wanted to have God’s wisdom.  They thought that they could handle all the knowledge that God had, but instead they fell from the glory of God and became broken and cursed.  The way of pride has been man’s way ever since, but Jesus came to show us a different way.  Today’s passage is filled with pride, but in the midst of it, there is Jesus in beautiful humility.  Let’s learn from him.

Pride fills every person’s heart at some point and Jesus’ disciples were not immune to bouts of pride.  While in the upper room, during the Passover time, the disciples were having a discussion and it turned into a dispute. “Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest.” (24) In the passage just prior to this one, Jesus was warning the disciples that one of them would betray him.  Then, they started talking amongst themselves about whom it was, but it quickly turned into a competition of who is the greatest.  It probably started along the lines of, “It can’t be me, Jesus asked me to prepare the Passover.”  “I helped too.”  “Well, I’m the one who brought Jesus the colt to sit on.”  “That’s nothing.  Jesus promised me to be at his right hand when he comes into his kingdom.”  “That’s not true!”  “Yes it is because I’m the greatest!”  “No, you’re not.  I am!”  And, there it goes.  The disciples’ pride reared its head in a discussion about greatness.  There’s no better way to become puffed up in pride than to talk about how great you are. 

But the disciples’ way of doing things was no different than the rest of the world.  “Jesus said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors.’” (25) In the world, people build up their own pride by pushing down other people.  The Benefactors that Jesus refers to are politicians that wanted to move up the ranks of Roman government.  To do that, they would promise the constituents public improvements: new roads, aqueducts, great structures, and temples.  The people would love the officials because the officials were doing things to benefit society, hence the name Benefactors.  However, the irony was that in order to create these public works projects, these Benefactors would tax the people into the ground and force the people to build them.  To build up their own pride in great projects, the Benefactors would break the people’s backs through taxes and hard labor.  This sounds like today.  When Mayor Daley wanted to bring the Olympics to Chicago for 2016, it was a lofty goal and it would be one that would benefit his own place in history.  The biggest question that was being floated around was, “How is this going to be paid for?”  There were promises of private funding for everything, but it was widely assumed that the taxpayers would be footing the bill.  The great glory of the Olympic games would be foisted on the general public.

But Jesus tells his disciples a different story, “But you are not to be like that.  Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.  For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves?  Is it not the one who is at the table?  But I am among you as one who serves.” (26-27) Jesus told his disciples that pride is not the secret ingredient to greatness; it’s humility.  To prove his point Jesus uses himself as an example.  He is the great and mighty God, but Jesus chose to serve instead.  While in the upper room, Jesus washed the dirty, crusty, nasty feet of each of his disciples to show his full love for them.

Unfortunately, the disciples didn’t respond well to Jesus’ example.  Although they thought that they were strong, they were in fact very weak and Jesus knew it.  Jesus warned Peter, “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.  But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail.  And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” (31-32) That’s a pretty startling statement that Satan asked to sift Peter as wheat.  Satan wanted Peter to fail like Judas.  It’s scary that Satan goes around like this trying to get us to fail, but it is comforting to know that Satan cannot act without God’s permission.  Even though Satan wants to destroy God and his work, Satan still has to ask God his permission to do anything.  His authority is limited.  But here Jesus says the he prayed for Peter that his faith may not fail and that after he turned back he would strengthen the other disciples.  Jesus knew that Peter would be attacked by Satan and stumble, but he prayed that Peter’s faith wouldn’t completely fail.

Jesus was trying to encourage Peter, but instead he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” (33) Peter was so sure of his own strength he essentially denied needing to have to turn back.  “I won’t fall away, because I will follow you.”  Peter was puffed up believing the lie that he was stronger than Satan.  Jesus, on the other hand, tried to bring Peter back to earth, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me.” (34) Not only would Peter deny knowing Jesus but also it would happen only a few hours from the time Jesus was speaking – that would be just a couple of hours after Peter’s strong statement, “I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.”
Jesus knows these guys so well.  He recognizes that they will be in a tough time very soon.  In just a few short hours, he would be arrested, then tried, and then crucified.  They would be tempted to completely abandon Jesus.  In light of this, Jesus wanted his disciples to be ready.  “Then Jesus asked them, ‘When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack anything?’  ‘Nothing,’ they answered.  He said to them, ‘But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don't have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one.’” (35-36) The time that was coming was different from when Jesus sent them out earlier.  Before, Jesus wanted the apostles to rely on God for everything, but now he wanted them to be prepared for anything.  He uses harsh language to illustrate the severity of the times.  Unfortunately, the disciples took him seriously and said, “Hey we already have two swords.”  

Right here I can see Jesus rubbing his forehead and doing a facepalm, shaking his head, “That’s enough.”  The disciples were really off the mark.  In their pride, they thought they would be Jesus’ defenders, but what Jesus really wanted them to do was to pray.  You can see it in verse 40 when Jesus tells them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.”  This is the real preparation that Jesus was alluding to.  But in their pride, Jesus’ disciples did not pray.  They felt confident enough to fall asleep.  They weren’t worried about an attack.  They weren’t worried about temptation and they fell asleep.

Sure enough, they were not prepared when the time actually came.  Not long after waking up, the betrayer Judas comes with a large crowd of chief priests, temple guard and elders brandishing swords and clubs and torches.  It was like one of those mob scenes in a monster movie where the town comes to kill the monster.  But instead of a monster, this crowd was coming for Jesus.  “When Jesus' followers saw what was going to happen, they said, ‘Lord, should we strike with our swords?’ And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear.” (49-50) When Jesus’ disciples saw the armed mob of around 600 men coming for Jesus, the two guys with swords asked, “Should we attack them with our swords?”  We have two country dudes, who probably never held a sword before, going against 600 strong fighters with swords and clubs.  The odds aren’t with them, but in their pride one of them doesn’t wait for a response.  He just goes off and tries to strike a man, but just takes off his ear.  It’s like two nerds that play Call of Duty on their Xbox going off to war alone.  They think they have experience because they played the video game, but they don’t even know how to pull the trigger on a gun.  They would be very proud to think that they know anything about how to fight and that is exactly what the disciples were doing.

Thank God that Jesus puts an end to it, but in the process Jesus is arrested and he is taken to the high priest’s house.  Peter follows Jesus from a distance and is a bit dismayed.  You see, he was the one whipping around his sword and Jesus put an end to his great battle, besides it wasn’t all that great.  His pride took a hit, but Peter’s pride was about to come crashing down.  “But when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them.  A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, ‘This man was with him.’” (55-56) While Peter was hanging around the courtyard, a servant girl recognized him as being with Jesus.  “But he denied it. ‘Woman, I don't know him,’ he said.” (57) Strike one.  Peter just denied knowing Jesus to a servant girl.  The man who told Jesus that he would go with him to prison and death just denied him to a servant girl.  This girl had no power or authority.  Her testimony was not valid in a court.  She was a slave and Peter was a free man, but Peter’s weakness came fully into the light.

“A little later someone else saw him and said, ‘You also are one of them.’  ‘Man, I am not!" Peter replied.” (58) Strike two. “About an hour later another asserted, ‘Certainly this fellow was with him, for he is a Galilean.’  Peter replied, ‘Man, I don't know what you're talking about!’” (59-60) Strike three, Peter’s out.  And, to call that out, the rooster crowed just as Peter finished his sentence, just like Jesus told him he would do.  Man is proud, but pride always leads to a fall.  It is inevitable.  Jesus mentioned back in Luke 14:11, “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled.”  Peter was so puffed up and full of himself that he did not recognize how weak he actually was.  Jesus warned him of this very instance, but he didn’t listen.  Instead, Peter puffed himself up even more by yelling lies with the hope of making it true, but he just looks like a bigger fool because all balloons pop or spring a leak.

I don’t mean to pick on Peter, but what we see in this passage is prime example of pride puffing up.  Peter is not alone in his pride.  It infects every man, woman and child with a false sense of power, strength and authority.  We claim that we are able to handle anything, but actually we’ll collapse at the slightest of breezes.  My parents have a dog, named Misty, and she likes to play the tough dog routine.  She loves chasing small animals like squirrels and rabbits.  She’ll see them in the yard and chase after them and the rabbits and squirrels would run away.  One day, Misty spots the golden retriever puppy that the neighbors brought home.  Golden puppies are not huge and Misty runs from the far end of the yard to chase off the puppy, but unlike the rabbits, the puppy does not run off.  In fact, the puppy starts coming towards her and she stops in her tracks and take off in the other direction.  It was a puppy and Misty was still bigger than the puppy, but at the slightest resistance, Misty was now the one running away.  That’s the type of pride I am talking about.

We here are just as susceptible to pride as Peter.  Honestly, I’m the one up here talking about pride and the inevitable failure that goes along with it, but I’m not immune to pride’s effects.  In fact, I am very familiar with it.  I stand up here on a regular basis preaching the word of God, give presentations, have Bible studies and offer Biblical advice.  I make strong statements about faith and what should be done, but in many ways I fall short of my own words, let alone the Word of God.  It’s been mentioned a number of times before about how much my parents don’t know about my faith.  I tell them very little and withhold from them so much.  They don’t even know that I am standing here right now sharing this message.  My family is like my very own version of the servant girl.  What could possibly happen by telling them?  And yet, I hold back.  I can stand up here saying how much I love Jesus and talk about his salvation, grace, power, and the importance of sharing our faith, but I deny that salvation, grace, power, and the love I have for Jesus when sit by and say that I only attend church.  I make excuses for it, like my family wouldn’t be interested or they wouldn’t understand, but in reality, I flat out deny the very love and power of Jesus.  I am proud and say that I can tell anyone about Jesus, but I’ll deny him to a servant girl.

The way of pride isn’t the only way.  You are probably wondering why I didn’t talk much about Jesus, yet.  I left a lot out, but Jesus is the other side of the story.  He’s the pattern we should follow.  Back in verse 26, Jesus says, “But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.”  Instead of a life of pride and putting other people down, Jesus offers a life of servitude…a life of humility.  That doesn’t sound like a lot of fun, but the fact of the matter is that we are weak and if we live in pride, we live in a house cards and it will fall down with the smallest of breezes.  

Jesus uses himself as an example.  Jesus is God.  Think about that: Jesus is God.  He has all the power, authority, ability, and holiness that we associate with God because he is God.  But the Bible says of Jesus, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,   but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.   And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:6-8) Even though Jesus is God, he chose to set the power and glory aside and became nothing – he became a servant.  God became a man.  Why?  “For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.” (Hebrews 2:17-18) Jesus became a man to rid us of our sins and weaknesses that go along with them.  He chose the lower route to understand the temptations that we face and he faced all of them.  When he told his disciples to “pray that [they] will not fall into temptation” (40), he was showing them what they need because he knows.  Jesus was facing the exact same temptation.

And how Jesus deals with the temptation is beautiful.  Just like the disciples, Jesus is tempted to deny God.  We see it in his prayer: “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (42) Jesus doesn’t want to take the cup of suffering that would come from going to the cross.  It is really a hard thing to do to bear the sin of the entire world.  That’s a lot of sin and, honestly, who would want to bear it?  However, if Jesus doesn’t take the cup, then there wouldn’t be any salvation and Jesus would be a sinner because he disobeyed his Father’s will.

Thank God that that didn’t happen.  Jesus came to the Father in humility.  Jesus didn’t want to go through with the crucifixion, but the last words of the prayer say “yet not my will, but yours be done.”  This is the true mark of humility.  When the world thinks of humility, it thinks of a person lifting others up while putting himself down, but that is not humility.  True humility is putting your thoughts and will under that of God’s.  Jesus is God the Son, but he chose to take the likeness of a man and willingly put the authority he had under God the Father’s will.  It wasn’t an easy task to do so.  “And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.” (44) It was so hard for Jesus to give himself to God in this matter.  He didn’t want to take the sin of the world.  At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, Satan tempted Jesus to take the easy way out and it must have been going through his mind right then, but he resisted and prayed even harder.  Jesus was in anguish; he had serious temptation.  Jesus couldn’t stand and he had already fallen to the ground, but by this point, he was sweating profusely and it was like drops of blood.  I don’t even know what that looks like, but there is a lot going on there.  This is Jesus in his humility.

Contrast Jesus’ humility with our own actions.  Jesus is God and he was in terrible anguish trying not to fall into temptation, so he prayed.  The disciples and all of us shrug off prayer and fall asleep instead.  We let temptation take us.  We’re not God and we think we can handle things better than Jesus who is God.  That’s definitely pride.  There is also a difference between Jesus’ humility and what we should do.  Jesus is God and chose to put himself under God the Father.  We are, by definition, below God already and our humility starts with realizing that we are so much less than God.  The Lord created the heavens and the earth and we make a mess.  That’s hardly the standard for being anywhere near the level of God.  For us to be humble, we have to see that disparity between the almighty God and our frail existence.  After that, we then choose to put our will under God’s, like Jesus did: “yet not my will, but yours be done.”  Honestly, if Jesus, who was perfect, had to struggle, then we, who are imperfect, will probably have to struggle even more.  We have to battle the sinful nature that Jesus didn’t have.

However, Jesus was tempted in all the ways that we might be tempted.  We have an example that we can follow.  It is not out of reach and that is because, when we put ourselves under God, God promises to build us up.  The other part of Luke 14:11 reads, “and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  And Paul writes in regard to what is gained, “For when I am weak, I am strong.” (2 Corinthians 12:10) That is kind of strange.  When you are weak, then you are strong?  When you realize that you are weak and rely on God, then God himself becomes the source of your strength and you can see it in Jesus.  

As Jesus prays, the Bible says that he is strengthened. (43) After his prayer, when Judas has come with the crowd of people to arrest him, Jesus is entirely in control of the situation.  He is not a whimpering man trying to hide away in the shadows or run away.  When Peter lops off an ear from one of the men, Jesus is the one who says “No more of this!” and he heals the man’s ear. (51) Jesus confronts the people who have come for him and he brings them to shame.  They came with 600 men to capture one man who was a very public figure.  “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs?  Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on me.  But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” (52-53) Jesus is the man who is in charge and not any of the people who came to arrest him and it is because he humbled himself before God and God gave him the strength he needed to endure.

There is a big contrast with how we live (the way of pride) and how Jesus lived (the way of humility).  It’s actually impossible for us to go from pride to humility, but God has a way of doing so.  Peter was proud and he failed, but he also remembered what Jesus told him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” (61) When he remembered that, he wept bitterly. (62) Peter’s bitter weeping is a sign of his repentance.  His tears and feeling bad are not repentance.  He feels bad because he did something bad, but his repentance happened when he turned back like Jesus predicted.  It is not in this passage, but Peter went back and put his life under God.  He finally saw how weak he actually was and that he definitely was not better than God.  Peter’s heart and mind about himself changed and that is the repentance.  

And you can see the fruit of it.  In his pride, Peter denied Jesus to a servant girl, maybe a girl about the age of Liz or Miriam.  But in his humility to God, Peter stood before the most powerful men in Jewish society and said, “The God of our fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.” (Acts 5:30-32) Peter had found true strength and stood before the very men who created the plot to kill Jesus and proclaim Jesus to them.  That’s change…that’s hope.  If there is hope for a proud man like Peter, then there is hope for all of us.  We don’t have to be proud and broken, we can be humble and strong like Jesus and like the man Peter became.  

So here comes the question, have you wept bitterly over your pride?  Has it come crashing down around you in more ways that you can count?  I know that I have on more than one occasion and I know that I need to do even more weeping.  I have been a model of pride, like Peter was, and I pray that I may put all my thoughts and plans under God, like Jesus did, and become a man of strength by God’s grace and according to his will, like Peter became.  But, how about you?  Take a look at your life and ask yourself, “How am I proud?  Where do I not put myself under God’s authority?  When do I see myself as better than God?”  Do you shrug off prayer?  Do you use the Word of God harshly and lop off someone’s spiritual ear?  Take a good hard look.  Jesus already knows.  Let it go and give it to God.
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