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The Trial of Our Lives
Luke 22:63-23:25
Key Verse: 22:70
“They all asked, "Are you then the Son of God?" He replied, "You are right in saying I am."”

These days the trial of Rod Blagojevich is in the news. Except when you see Rod he doesn’t look like he’s on trial. Rather he looks like he is a celebrity, smiling and shaking everyone’s hands in front of the cameras. Even though in public opinion he appears guilty, he is presumed innocent until proven guilty. They will examine all the evidence, hear all the testimony and then the jurors will render their verdict. Over the next few weeks everything will be done according to the law to make sure he will get a fair and just trial. But in today’s passage we’ll see a very different trial. A stark contrast to what we see in the Blagojevich’s case. And through it all we come to understand how Jesus was tried and condemned in our place. 
As we left last weeks passage, Jesus had been betrayed by one of his disciples and arrested on the Mount of Olives. In the dark of night they seized him and took him to the house of the high priest where the men guarding him began to mock and beat him throughout the night. (v63) This is how the trial of Jesus Christ began. And through his trial we will see and learn a few things. First we’ll see two contrasts that better reveal Christ and secondly we’ll learn two lessons about ourselves. 
Let’s consider first how we see Jesus by way of contrast. As we read over the description of what happened that night and the following day, there is something very sinister about the whole scene. It’s like a dark carnival, something that you might see the mafia do. Everything is so ugly. And while much of it is done in the dark of night, all of it is done in the dark of sin. And here we see a collision of good and evil. The Jews have their murderous intentions with Christ, as well as Pilate has his. Herod has his own evil agenda and Judas has his. And there is conniving Caiaphas and stumbling Peter in his denials and lastly the desertion of all Jesus’ closest disciples. And it’s not that they conspired together but rather we see a culmination of all their individual evil desires and in the midst of it all that we see Jesus standing there in his purity, in his holiness, in his innocence. And Jesus stands out in stark contrast from them like a beautiful diamond on black velvet. The night, trial and accusers are dark like the velvet and Jesus shines like the pure flawless diamond. When we contrast these characters with Jesus they help us to get a better picture of who our Savior is. 
Take a look at verse 66. “At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them.” Usually they would let the prisoner sit overnight and start the trial so that the one on trial would be able to give clear testimony. But that was not the case here. While the religious leaders slept nicely in their beds, all night long they beat Jesus and treated him shamefully. They blindfolded him and hit him asking him to prophecy and tell them who hit him. They mocked him as the Messiah and said many other insulting things to him. Then at daybreak after they had their breakfast the religious leaders brought Jesus in to try him. “If you are the Christ, tell us,” they said. (v67) Jesus answered, "If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I asked you, you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God." (v68-69) Jesus knew that their intensions in asking were not to believe, they were using the question like bait in order to catch Jesus. Jesus could see right through their silly masquerade and he gave them a promise that soon he would be sitting at the right hand of God. Intent to get what they were after, ALL of them asked, “Are you the Son of God?” He replied, “You are right in saying I am.” (v70) As they ask him these questions, Jesus has already given them the answer, if fact his whole life testifies to the answer. Actually, these are the questions that all people have to answer for themselves; is Jesus the Son of God? Is he the messiah? Is he the King? And our eternal destiny depends upon how we answer them.
So the charge that they settle on to convict Jesus is blasphemy. Now they have to proceed to the next phase which is execution, which they can’t do because only the Roman could carry out executions. So after they convict him and accuse him of blasphemy they bring him to Pilate. And it is here that they just change everything. Take a look at 23 verses 1 &2. “Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. And they began to accuse him, saying, "We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Christ, a king.” Later in verse 5 the accuse him of stirring up the people and lastly Pilate summarized in verse 14 as inciting the people to rebellion. These are the charges that they are bringing against Jesus; that he is an insurrectionist, a rebel, equivalent to a modern day terrorist or one who stirs people up to be terrorists. How could they just change the charges like that? The reason they suddenly change the charges brought against Jesus is because they know that if they bring Jesus in before Pilate on the charges of blasphemy, Pilate’s going to say, “So what. That’s not against our law.” What the Romans were concerned with was rebellion. The Romans were very tolerant when it came to the religion, customs and culture of the people they conquered. And as long as you paid your taxed and didn’t talk about rebellion you could go about your business. That’s why the religious leaders trumped up these false charges of rebellion against Jesus because that’s one thing that Pilate would take notice of. They do this because they want Jesus dead. Knowing that is what the Romans do to insurrectionists. 
And then in verse 18 we are introduced to another insurrectionist called Barabbas. And it is interesting to note that Barabbas has some parallels with Jesus. There is sort of a pun of a parallel even in his name. Barabbas is an Aramaic name and it means “son of the father,” bar means son and abba means father. It’s an ironic parallel with Jesus who is THE SON of THE FATHER. But their great parallel is that they are both in jail for the same crime. Here is one of the contrasts I was talking about earlier that I’d like to make. Although Jesus and Barabbas are in jail for the same crime, Barabbas is guilty and Jesus is innocent. In the gospels wherever Barabbas’ name is mentioned it has the tone of being guilty; Matthew says that he was a notorious prisoner. Mark called him an insurrectionist, John called him a robber and Luke says that he was a murderer. No one ever advocates for Barabbas, not Pilate, nor Herod, not even the ones who are calling for his release. It’s always that he’s guilty of what he’s been charged with. And that is in complete contrast with Jesus. Although Jesus is charged with the same crime he has the most startling legal representation that you can find. He has a team of lawyers that present his case. The lead lawyer is Pilate, who not once, not twice but three times declares Jesus innocent. He says in verse 4, “Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, "I find no basis for a charge against this man.” Then again in verses 14-15, “and said to them, "You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him.” And then Pilate turns to his co-counsel, “Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death.” And he says it a third time in verse 22, “"Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty.” That’s a pretty good legal team if you’re sitting in Pilate’s court. If you were in Jesus’ shoes you’d think that all is well. And yet despite the fact that one is considered guilty by everyone and the other is proclaimed innocent by the judge of the matter, the guilty man goes free and the innocent man is condemned to death. 

That’s the first contrast to show Jesus’ innocence. The second one is a little more subtle. As we have seen there are bitter ironies in the trial of Christ, one of them is the very thing he is condemned for. Out of all crimes to hang on Jesus, that of being a rebel, an insurrectionist, is the craziest. As we saw last week, when Jesus was praying in the garden about the things that are about to come upon him, he prays, “Father, not my will, but yours be done.” Jesus is the epitome of submission. He submits himself completely to the will of his father even though it meant his death. It’s a bitter irony that the model of submission is arrested and charged with rebellion. 
The bitter irony gets worse when you learn how they secured their prosecution. Here are these accusers charging Jesus with disobeying the rightful authority, and how do they prevail in court? By themselves refusing to submit to the rightful authority. The very thing that they charge Jesus with is the very sin they exercise to convict him. For in verse 4 when Pilate said that he found no charge against Jesus, verse 5 says that they kept on insisting and were not going to accept Pilate’s conclusion. And again when Pilate clears him in verses 14 & 15 and suggests that he will just beat Jesus and let him go, what do they do? Look at v18. “With one voice they cried out, "Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” And when Pilate addresses them again wanting to release Jesus what do we read? They kept shouting crucify him, crucify him! And again Pilate spoke for the third time, they were insistent with loud voices demanding Jesus to be crucified. They even went as far as telling Pilate that if he lets Jesus go, he was no friend of Caesar, for anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.(Jn 19:12) This last attack worked because it hit Pilate right where he was most vulnerable. For Pilate’s job was on shaky ground because the area he governed was unstable due to many uprisings and rebellions and Caesar was unhappy and warned Pilate that if it continued, he would be replaced. So Pilate gave in and the Jews shouts prevailed and the passage ends with a very telling statement; and he surrendered Jesus to their will. Jesus who said, “Not my will but your will be done,” who surrendered himself to the will of the father, who was never in any way guilty of insurrection, is convicted of this false charge by the very exercise of that very false charge, as they refuse to accept Pilate’s authority. 
So we see these two contrasts; the innocence of Christ lays like a perfect diamond against the blackness of Barabbas’ guilt and the submissiveness of Jesus lays along side the blackness of the religious leader’s refusal to submit. Grace contrasting guilt and submission contrasting rebellion. And when we look at it, the beauty of stands out for all to see. But the thing we’ll learn is that we fall into both of these contrasts. How? Let me show you. There are two of them and we’ll call them the easy and the hard, or the bitter and sweet. Let’s take the easy one first. The sweet lesson is that we are Barabbas. Now maybe you don’t find that statement to be a nice thing to be said about you, but none the less it’s true. You and I are Barabbas. You and I are rebels, insurrectionists. You may think that it’s not fair for me to stand up here and call you Barabbas. You may think, “I’m not an insurrectionist like him.” But I will tell you, every sin is insurrection. To take my will over the rightful authority, that’s insurrection. And it doesn’t matter which law you break, for to break the law in one place, is to break all the laws, you are still a law breaker. So don’t try to justify yourself based upon the particular charge. Barabbas stands as a guilty sinner. And we can be seen in him. That’s not the sweet or easy part. The sweet part is what we see illustrated in what happens next. What happens to Barabbas is an illustration of God’s grace given to us. Initially there is no connection between Jesus and Barabbas except they were in jail for the same crime at the same time. Can you imagine what is going through Barabbas’ mind when he’s told that he’s free to go and that Jesus was taking his place? He would have thought, “That’s absurd. It doesn’t make any sense at all because he knows that he’s guilty.” But this is grace. If Barabbas would have thought that he was owed it, or that it was due to him, then it wouldn’t be grace at all. But the fact that he was not worthy of it, he wasn’t even looking for it and yet grace comes to the guilty. It’s exactly what Paul says to the Ephesians that describes our condition in sin; “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature[a] and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” (eph 2:3-5) When we are in sin, when we are guilty and the only thing that we can expect is for judgment to come. For justice to come and the guilty to be punished. But grace is experienced when we receive the mercy of God and that is exactly what Barabbas experiences. He doesn’t understand it, he doesn’t deserve it, he didn’t even expect it and yet grace came to him in his guilt. That is a sweet lesson for us. This is the nature of grace. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” We are Barabbas, guilty in our sin and grace comes to us. We don’t come to grace. Do we respond, do we answer, do we follow? Of course we do, but the imitative and the power lies with God. That’s a beautiful and sweet lesson, that we begin as Barabbas, as good as dead, until God acts in grace and sets us free. 

The second lesson that we draw from this, the hard one is bitter. Identifying with Barabbas isn’t hard especially when it comes to the grace that was given to him. We are Barabbas but we are also Caiaphas or one of the priests. We are the accusers of Jesus. You can think of the two pictures like this; Christ died and we are freed. We like that one. The second picture is like this, Christ died and we killed him. Jesus died and we are his murderers. It is that our voices have been joined together with those who shouted crucify him. Christ was killed because wicked men, in this case, Caiaphas, the priests and everyone with them asserted their will against that which was right and true. And in asserting their will they killed Jesus. But what is every sin but an assertion of our will against what is right and true. When you lust, when you hate, when you steal, when you curse, when you cheat, when you dishonor your parents or other rightful authority, every sin comes down to this; I assert my will against God’s will. And in so doing we stand with these men. Every sin is the equivalent to saying, “crucify him.” What we see in this passage is just the ultimate expression of sin, which leads to death. Every sinner has joined their voice with the crowd that shouted against Jesus that day. Whenever someone says, “I’m going to do something, even though it goes against my conscience and even though I know that it’s wrong,” are they not standing with the crowd against Jesus? They think, “Who can tell me what to do,” “If I want to watch porn, then I’m going to do it,” or “If I want to play games at work instead of working, then I am going to do it,” “If I want to sleep in on Sunday and not worship God, then I don’t have to,” “If I want to gossip about others, or condemn them in my heart, then I’m going to do it.” Isn’t that the same as saying, “Away with this man! I don’t want him intruding into my life!” Or what about me, even after I experienced God’s grace and I give in to my anger, or I give run to my lust, isn’t that the same as me saying, “away with Jesus, give me Barabbas, give me lawlessness?” Isn’t that what we do when we sin? Aren’t we saying that we want lawlessness? We don’t want any rules to hinder us? We might even become like Rod Blagojevich thinking, “Hey, I don’t know why you’re all upset, I didn’t do anything wrong.”
But there is also a third way in which every Christian cries out those words. But this way is different. It’s gentler and has a change of tense. When we acknowledge what we have done is wrong in God’s sight and we repent of our sin and humble ourselves, instead of shouting crucify him, we whisper crucified, I have been crucified with him. Gal 2:20 says, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” What a wonderful and beautiful thing it is that Jesus, God’s precious and only son, was tried in our place because it was through this we could be set free. At first glance it seems that Jesus was on trial, but in reality all mankind is on trial before Jesus. That’s why I titled the message, “The Trial of our lives.” It’s a wonderful thing to experience God’s grace, but after we have experienced it, our lives have to change. Our life of sin has to die? We have been set free, like Barabbas, but should we continue to live like we did before? We have been crucified with Christ, our old nature must die with Jesus on the cross, and the new nature must come because Jesus lives within us now. Hebrew 10:26-27 explains this to us, “ If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God.” If after we have experienced God’s grace, we keep on sinning, we will not have peace in our hearts, only the fear of punishment. 
How many of you have ever been involved in a trial? I’m not talking about traffic court, but a serious trial? Hopefully not many. But I have. Many years ago I was involved in a car accident in which a friend of mine had been seriously injured. His spleen was completely destroyed and he had severe internal bleeding. He was rushed to the hospital and had immediate surgery and that was a good thing because the surgeon said that if he had gotten there any later he would have died. As a result, my friend sued the woman who hit us. And in return she counter-sued me. Due to the severe nature and loss of bodily functions, the court case involved large sums of money and my future was on the line. They talked about liabilities and garnishing my wages because I didn’t have car insurance. I asked my lawyer, “What’s going to happen?” He said, “I don’t know. It’s clear that you’re guilty, now we only have to find out how much.” I tried to argue that I was not guilty, but he replied, “If you’re not guilty, then you would not have been involved in the accident.” I was angry for him saying that because I thought that he’s my lawyer and should defend me. But in truth he was right, I was guilty and I couldn’t deny it. To make a long story short, in the end all charges against me were dropped and I was set free. I still remember that day; it was an emotional roller coaster. But let’s say that I forget about it and go out and just drive crazy all over town. What does that do to the grace that I received in the first place? It’s like I’m trampling it under my feet. My actions declare that I care nothing for the original grace that was given to me. For if I did, I would not continue to do such things. So my prayer is today, that none of us may forget the wonderful grace that Jesus was tried and condemned for us so that we may live our lives not in fearful expectation of judgment but in the joy of our salvation, giving praise to God every day. 
