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Luke 23: 26-56

KV 46: “Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’  When he had said this, he breathed his last.”


Last week we learned about the unfair trial against our Lord Jesus Christ.  The religious rulers brought him before Pilate and Herod, and they could find no basis for a charge against him, but the shouts of the people prevailed, and Pilate granted their demand to crucify Jesus.  The true colors of sin are revealed in the fact that the people wanted Jesus killed.  Oswald Chambers writes in the June 23rd entry of his daily devotional: “We have to recognize that sin is a fact, not a defect; sin is red-handed mutiny against God.  Either God or sin must die in my life.”


This means that sin is not something that can be fixed like a defect.  We cannot fix our sin by being a kinder person.  We cannot fix our sin by being a more generous person.  Sometimes we might even find that our plans backfire.  For example, I want to love and visit my father more often, but sometimes I’m resentful because I feel like I am not getting any benefit.  Sin, no matter how hard I try to be good, always ruins my plans.  In order to truly win the victory over sin, it must be put to death in my life.

We must remember we are powerless to overcome it – but God has provided only one way to defeat sin, and that is through his only son, Jesus Christ.  From this passage, we will learn about the agony of sin, the atonement for sins, and the acceptance of the Savior, which is the only way sin in our lives can be put to death.
Part I:  The Agony of Sin


Agony means suffering, and sin is the cause of much grief and pain.  In verses 26-31, we can see the agony of sin on several different levels, including the physical agonies of sin, the emotional, the agony over the victims of sin and the agony over our sins and the sin of others.

Let’s all read v. 26: “As they led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus.”  The climax of sin is that it crucified Jesus Christ (Chambers), and here we see that we are very near the height of sin.  Jesus had suffered so much throughout the night – he was beaten, flogged, mocked, spit on and struck on the face.  What would make men want to hurt or harm one another?  It is sin in us that causes us to do evil – and would you agree that it is worthy of punishment?  How ironic it is here, that Jesus, who was innocent this whole time, should be punished in such a way.  He was abused and beaten to the point where he was too weak to carry the cross, and they forced a passer-by, Simon from Cyrene, to carry it for him.


A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him.  They were weeping for Jesus, but Jesus wanted to re-direct their concerns to something more important.  Look at v 28-30, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children.  For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the barren women, the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then, “’they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’  

Jesus was telling them about the coming destruction of Jerusalem, which would be their judgment for crucifying the Son of God.  In Deut 28:53-57, the judgment for a disobedient city would be that during a siege, people will eat their children for food, and even the most gentle and humble people will have no care or concern for their wives, their mothers, their brothers or sisters.  The judgment would be so bad that even a curse to be a barren woman would be seen as a blessing, and to be buried alive is considered better than living in the city during that time.  Many of the people in the crowd would be alive to witness these events, as Jerusalem was destroyed almost 40 years later around 70 AD.

Despite being beaten, mocked and insulted, Jesus’ concern was not about himself, but for his people whom he loved.  He urged them not to weep for him, but to weep for themselves and their children, so that they could repent.  Jesus wept over Jerusalem in his triumphal entry and said “If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace – but now it is hidden from your eyes.”  Oh how he loved them, but lamented that they did not know God.

Jesus teaches us that we should weep for ourselves and for others, we should have the agony for our sins and the sins of others.  We should not have the agony that comes from committing sin and its consequences, but we should have the agony of sin that leads to repentance, and we should have the agony for the sins of others which lead to intercession for them.  The Lord’s heart breaks when we sin and rebel against him, and when we have this same heart, our heart will also break over the sin in our lives and the sin in others.  
Part II: The Atonement for Sin


We learned that sin is a fact of life, not a defect, so in verses 32-46 let us see how God deals with sin.  First, we will find forgiveness.  Second, we will find a demonstration of redemption through repentance, and third, we will find the full payment for sins.

First, forgiveness.  Let’s look at v32-33: “Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed.  When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals – one on his right, the other on his left.”  My friends, we have come to the climax of sin – and here, Jesus has been nailed to the cross and lifted up for all to see.  He was numbered with the transgressors (Isa 53:12).  These criminals were no ordinary criminals – they were sinners who earned the death penalty, and Jesus was placed in the center, considered to be the worst offender.  This was an incredible dishonor and insult to our Lord.

He may have been tempted to curse his accusers and condemn them for what they did to him.  He may have been tempted to call down fire from heaven to punish his enemies, but instead, what did he say?  Can we all please read v. 34 “Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing’ And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.”  Such love, such wondrous love!  That God should love a sinner such as I, how wonderful is love like this!  In all of heaven, who would God surely listen to?  There is no one God would listen to more than his Son, and what request has the Son made?  He said, “Father, forgive them.”  He made intercession for all sinners.

So what did he mean by, “for they do not know what they are doing?”  Perhaps, had they known this was the Son of God, they might have thought twice about crucifying him, but this knowledge was hidden from them.  In Matt 27:20 the religious leaders persuaded the people to release Barabbas instead of Jesus.  The Roman soldiers who did not know Jesus may also have just been “following orders.”  Jesus prayed that they would be forgiven, and his prayers were answered not too long later in Acts 2, when Peter converted 3000 people.  Some of those people may have been here at the crucifixion.


  Jesus gives us an example of how to pray while on the cross.  First he said, “Father.”  Because we are forgiven, we can come to God boldly, as a little child comes to his father.  Second, Jesus prayed for forgiveness, so we should also pray daily for forgiveness for ourselves and others.  And finally, Jesus prayed for those who crucified him – so we should not only pray for ourselves and those we love, but for our enemies as well.


Second, there is a demonstration of redemption through repentance.  Like a movie preview, where you see some of the best clips of the movie before watching it, or a sample, like a sample of really good pizza that makes you buy the whole box at a grocery store, there is a demonstration of the power of God through the sacrifice of Jesus.  (I apologize if the examples are trite).

In verses 35-43, we see two types of people.  Most of the people mocked Jesus, saying “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen One.”  Only one person repented, one of the criminals, but through his repentance there is a mighty demonstration of God’s power to save.  I’d like to highlight and underscore the importance of repentance toward God.  When we harden our hearts, and do not repent, we can never grow – but when we do repent, that’s when we flourish.  That’s when a seed becomes like a flower, or a popcorn kernel like a popcorn.

Here’s what the 1-dimensional unrepentant criminal says, look at verse 39: “One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  He sounds just like everyone else.  The world wants to see a demonstration of power by saving his life in the physical realm, but God demonstrates his power by saving a life in the spiritual realm.  The irony is that if Jesus saves himself now, he can never save and redeem the world.  You might think that after being punished and walking down the road to be crucified, that this criminal might have some understanding or camaraderie with the other criminals, but he was hardened to the very end.


Now, let’s look at the other criminal, and see what God has given him through repentance.  Let’s read v40-41: “But the other criminal rebuked him.  ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the same sentence?  We are punished justly for we are getting what our deeds deserve.  But this man has done nothing wrong.’”  First, the other criminal received a sense of righteousness.  He rebuked the first criminal for insulting Jesus.  His next statement was profound: “Don’t you fear God?”  I’m not sure when a criminal worthy of the death sentence receives a fear of God, but this one suddenly did.

Next he acknowledges his sin and the punishment for it.  He says they are being punished justly, and getting what their deeds deserve.  We should also have a right understanding, that our sins are deserving of punishment.  After this the criminal acknowledges Jesus’ innocence, that here was a man who was indeed righteous, and without sin.  And his final statement is the most profound, let’s read v 42 together: “Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’”  Notice first, ‘your kingdom.’  He must have been there when everyone was mocking him and insulting Jesus.  He must have known that everyone thought he was a false Messiah, a pretender king – but by God’s revelation, he acknowledged Jesus’ kingdom, and what did he ask?

He simply asked, “Remember me.”  What a reverence he had for the Lord!  He did not ask for a particular position in heaven, as the disciples did.  He did not even say, “Save me,” or, “Bring me to heaven.”  All he asked was that Jesus would “remember him,” and he felt that that was enough to satisfy him.  Let us learn such a trust and faith in Jesus, that when we pray, all we need to ask sometimes is “Jesus, remember me…” and know that it is enough to satisfy our needs.


And so, how did Jesus respond?  Let’s all read v43: “Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.’”  Jesus saved him.  And so here we see a demonstration of God’s power to save.  By looking at Jesus on the cross, believing he is the Son of God in repentance he became the first person to be saved through Christ.  A criminal who earned the death penalty was changed on the cross and saved through the sacrifice of Jesus.  His hope was not to be saved in this life, but in the next life, which was paradise.

Third, we will find in v 44-46 the full payment for our sins.  Look at v44-45: It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining.  And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.  In Mark’s gospel 15:34, it was a the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachtani?” – which means “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”  So for 3 hours, darkness covered the whole land.  I can only speculate, that this may have been the time God turned his back on Jesus, and cut himself off from him.  It’s like a father who disowns his son, and kicks him out of the house.


As we know, this relationship between God and Jesus was much more intense.  We have gone through Luke, and seen how God spoke from heaven, “This is my Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  We see how much time Jesus spends with God the Father in prayer every day, and now, God has left him alone to die in the world.  The world, and the universe is held together by God, and if God were to leave it, everything would fall apart.  This relationship, the thing Jesus cherished the most, was now broken, and there was no agony in his heart greater than this one.  No pain, no agony, nothing in all the universe can compare with being cut off from the love of God.  Jesus suffered this, and experienced for us the pains of hell so that we would spared from them.  Even sinners in this world are blessed by God, he sends the rain to believers and unbelievers, gives them all the joy of marriage and children, but one day, for those that reject him, he will remove himself far from them, and they will spend the rest of eternity without him, in weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The time for mercy is now, and the time for salvation is now.  God has opened the way for us.  Look at verse 45b: “And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.”  That which separated God and man has been torn in two – we now have free and open access to God.  The way had been opened up for the whole world – for Jews and Gentiles alike.  No longer do we have to worship in the temple, no longer do we need to offer blood sacrifices every year, no longer do we feel guilty for our sins, for they have been forgiven and forgotten.  


To what do we owe this thanks, how was this all accomplished?  Let’s all read verse 46: “Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’  When he had said this, he breathed his last.”  

“Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.’  When he had said this, he breathed his last.”  


The price for our sins, has now been paid in full.  There was no other price worthy in God’s eye except the life of his son.  Jesus put his life into God’s hands, he gave his life to God, and his spirit left this world.  His lifeblood was poured out for the sins of the world, and he died.  “When he had said this, he breathed his last.”  Let us be reminded of John 3:16: “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  You see, Jesus could not save himself, because he needed to give all of himself, he needed to die, for you and for me.  The price for our sins was paid in full – so now sin has no more sting, sin has no more victory.  Through the death of Jesus, sin was put to death.  Hallelujah, Praise God!
Part III: The Acceptance of the Saviour, Jesus Christ


So now, how can we claim this victory, how can we receive this power?  Sin, as we know, is a fact, not a defect.  There is no good works which can fix them.  There is no amount of money you can pay to take them away.  No, the only way to defeat our sins is to accept and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, the sacrifice which God has provided to take them away.  In the remaining verses, we will see reactions to his death, and evidence of his death.  

These are important to know because it was his death which paid the price for our sins, and we must accept the fact that had really died.  Notice in v47 to the end, none of the disciples were to be found.  Earlier in Jesus’ ministry, the disciples did not want to accept the fact that he had to die.  When Jesus predicted his death in Luke 18, they did not understand anything he said, because it was hidden from them, and perhaps it was hidden from them, because they did not want to believe it.
So first, the reactions of the witnesses to his death.  Look at v 47-49: “The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely, this was a righteous man.”  When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what had took place, they beat their breasts and went away.  But all those who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things.  All three witnessed the same thing, and each had their own reaction to it.  The one who stood the closest, the battle-hardened soldier who may have witnessed dozens of executions praised God.  There were probably no criminals he could call righteous, except for this one man on the cross – Jesus.

Then there was the crowd, who suddenly fell silent, and as they witnessed the supernatural events and the cry of Jesus, they may have been convicted in their hearts, but all they did was beat their breasts and walk away.  There was no more reverence, no more time spent with the Lord, so they did not fully grasp the meaning of his death.  It’s like those who hear the word of God on Sunday, receive it with conviction and joy, but Mon-Sat they go back home as if they had not learned anything.


And finally, there were those who knew the Lord, including the woman who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a distance, and watched these things.  They were kind of like Peter, who kept their distance to avoid being associated with the Lord, but this was to fulfill prophecy, in Ps 38:11 “My friends and companions avoid me because of my wounds; my neighbors stay far away.”  Despite their fear, we can still see the sovereignty and the plan of God at work.  They loved Jesus, and remained there.

Another prophecy, Isaiah 53:9 says that he was assigned a grave with the wicked and rich in his death.  The fulfillment of this prophecy came in the most unexpected of places – out of the Council that had condemned Jesus.  But God had kept one man in there for himself, and used him to carry out his will.  None of the disciples had the courage to ask for Jesus’ body, and none had the means to bury him in a rich tomb, but the Lord had raised up Joseph of Arimathea, who had secretly not consented with the other leaders and was waiting for the kingdom of God.

Let’s read v. 52-53: “Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body.  Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no one had yet been laid.”  This is the real evidence that Jesus died – the body was wrapped in linen and in John’s gospel, 75lbs of myrrh and aloe were applied to it.  These are things you don’t do when someone is alive: you don’t wrap them in linen, apply 75lbs of spices to them and bury them in a tomb.  And to provide further evidence of his death, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it.  They were probably closer to the disciples, and could tell them that it was true, the Lord had died.  This now, would set the stage for something far more glorious, which we will hear about next week.  Stay tuned…

 So today we learned about the agony of sin, and how having an agony of sin can lead us to repentance and intercession for others.  We talked about the atonement for sin, in which the Lord forgave us, demonstrated his power, and paid the price for us by putting his son to death.  So now, in order to claim victory over sin, let us acknowledge that Christ died for our sins, and put our sins to death with him, burying them in the tomb.

I was once a slave to lust, to alcohol and yes, even to dancing.  I felt no need to quit these things, nor did I want to, however, they were eating up my time, energy and money.  Giving up alcohol and dance were fairly easy, but it was hard to put away lust.  You may remember I made an accountability sheet to check if I had indulged in adult videos, drinking or smoking – but I can say with confidence that all of this year and maybe even back until last October, I have a perfect record.  With the lust issue I had tried accountability for almost 10 months, slipping here and there, but it greatly reduced my tendencies, and by the time I began to pray for Mary my lust had finally been put to death altogether.  And I never went back to it, but I must say that it was not by my efforts that I was able to put my sins to death, but by faith that God put them to death by his grace, a grace I need every day.

So this is not to say that you will never sin any longer, as long as we are in these bodies of clay we will always face sin – but for believers in Christ we do have a way out every time.  New sins may reveal themselves, but old sins must die.  Let God live in your heart in faith, and he will pour out his grace on you, and he will put your sins to death.  Always remember and be encouraged that all sin was put to death through Christ, and he is the only way to put them to death in your life.
