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The Faith of Simeon and Anna
Luke 2:21-40 

Key Verse: 2:25
"Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him." 
As we have studied these past few weeks, finally the birth of the Messiah happened, just as Father God had planned so long ago at the time of the fall of man. Mary bore the baby Jesus in Bethlehem. There was no fan fare, no ticker tape parade, just an angel giving the message to some shepherds in a field at night. But it was the sign that the Messiah, the Savior, had been born. The proclamation of Jesus’ heavenly identity continues in our passage today as two prophetic messengers, Simeon and Anna, join the angel in announcing his arrival. 
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived. (21) God had commanded first Abraham, and then the nation Israel, to circumcise every male child on the eighth day. (Ge 17; Lev 12) Circumcision was essential, to be considered as an authentic Jew and it represented the child’s incorporation into God’s covenant community. And they gave him the name Jesus, which means “The Lord Saves.”

About 40 days later, when the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord"), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a pair of doves or two young pigeons." (22-24) Because of childbirth, Mary was considered ceremonially unclean and had to wait 40 days before they could bring Jesus to the temple to be dedicated to the Lord. No one should appear before the Lord empty-handed. (Ex 23:15b) According to the law, Joseph & Mary had to bring a yearling lamb as a burnt offering and a young pigeon, or dove, as a sin offering. (Lev 12) But if they could not afford a lamb, they could bring two pigeons instead. Mary and Joseph had nothing and could only offer a pair of pigeons, which was considered, "the offering of the poor." This shows the sad state of Jesus’ situation. Jesus was not born into a rich and influential family. In fact it was quite the opposite. This reminds me of 2 Corinthians 8:9 which says, "For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich." 

What makes someone rich? People think that having a large net worth makes a person rich. However having a lot of money does not make a person rich. Strangely, it makes him more selfish and stingy. But when we have Jesus in our hearts we become truly rich. Before he was converted, Andrew Carnegie was extremely selfish. He demanded hard work from his employees and did not pay them proper salaries, barely enough to survive. He was a materially rich man, but a spiritually poor man because he did not believe in God. However after conversion, Carnegie’s attitude changed and he began paying proper salaries to his workers. He also gave away 99% of his income to the church and for social welfare. Still, he was the richest person in the country. Jesus gave up his throne in heaven and was born into such a poor circumstance so that we could become spiritually rich.  Hebrews 2:17 says, “For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people.” Through this we can see that Jesus became like us in every way. He was born of a woman, and lived according to the Law undergoing circumcision, purification, and dedication. Jesus, the Son of God, was humiliated before all of heaven so that he could take upon himself the impurity of his people, and save us from our sin and guilt. 

Look at verse 25. "Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him."
Since God had been silent for the previous 400 years, the world was dark. And when the world is dark and evil, the most ominous characteristic is that people become godless. Because when people do not believe in God, they live randomly according to their feelings and become immoral and violent. It is a very chaotic and fearful time when many fall into despair. Simeon’s time was like this. Nationally speaking, the tragic situation of Israel in those times was appalling. Israel was oppressed by Rome and people suffered under cruel conditions. Under the Roman rule they were fearful, hungry, angry, and powerless to do anything about it. It seemed as if people had given up hope. But then we find this man Simeon. At first glance one may think that Simeon was no more than a sad old man who worried about when he would die. On the surface there doesn’t seem to be anything special about him, but as we will see there was one thing that made him different. 
What kind of person was he? According to God, Simeon was a warrior of faith. At a time, when most people were just struggling to survive, it didn’t seem to matter if you were immoral or not. When people thought that it was pointless to obey God, Simeon was righteous, observing the Law of God. At a time when people thought that it didn’t matter to which god you prayed, they were just happy to make it through another day. Simeon was devout, devoted to the one true God. He was earnest and sincere in his worship of God. Even after so many years, he did not waiver. He stood his ground and did not give up his life of faith. He really was a warrior of faith, because warriors don’t give up. 
What drove Simeon to be different than most?  It’s because he had faith in God. Simeon had faith that God would keep the promise he made to mankind. Simeon had faith that he would even see this fulfillment with his own eyes. For the previous 1,000 years, so many prophets and devout people had believed God’s promise to send the Messiah and they waited for him to come with hope. This hope had sustained their faith. Simeon had the same kind of hope. Verse 25 says that he was waiting for the consolation of Israel. Simeon had hope that God would send the Messiah. And when the Messiah came, his people would be consoled for all the sorrow and pain they endured living as God’s people. In the midst of despair all around him, he believed God's promise that the Messiah would come and comfort and save his suffering people. As Noah wholeheartedly built the ark, Simeon whole heartedly studied the Law of God. And through his Bible study, he received God’s word and found His promise to send the Savior of the world and he held on to this promise all his life. 

When Simeon earnestly sought God and believed His promise, something great happened to him. The Holy Spirit came upon him and convinced him that he would not die before seeing the Messiah. Look at verse 26. "It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ." Simeon was old and seemed useless, but God gave him a special blessing. Because of his absolute faith in God, God blessed his faith and gave him the conviction that he would not die until he saw the promised Messiah with his own eyes. Look at verses 27,28. "Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God...." He had waited for the coming of the Messiah for a long time. Finally, his long-awaited hope came true. 

Many people want to be used by God, to do something great but at the same time they do not really want to have to be devoted to it. In our modern age, people don’t want to have to commit themselves to much. They don’t want to commit out of fear of being called a fanatic and considered as a nut job or they are simply disinterested. The reason for this is because their hope is in something else, otherwise they would commit to it. People are committed to things they put their hope in. So where is your hope? What do you put your hope in? What are you committed to? Are you willing to devote your life to Jesus as Simeon was? What hinders you from being fully devoted to God? 

What was Simeon’s response when he saw Jesus? Look at verse 29-30. "Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your salvation." The promised Messiah had come and Simeon saw the baby Jesus with his very own eyes. In Jesus he saw salvation for all mankind. God kept his promise so now everything was okay and he was content to die. His life had such fulfillment that he could lay his head down to rest in contentment. If you were to die right now, would you be content? So many people die with an unfulfilled life and their last words are filled with “if onlys.” If only I had done this, or if only I didn’t do that. But Simeon’s life was full of the peace of God. Like Paul who said, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing.” (2Tim 4) He was content and fulfilled through God.

Isn’t that a better way to end our life, than saying, “if only?”

Through Simeon’s words we get insight into Jesus. Look at verse 31-32. “…which you have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” God has done nothing in secret. He did everything in the open so that all people might see and believe. Simeon based his words on Isaiah’s prophecy, “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” (Isa49:6) God chose Israel as his treasure possession, to raise them as a nation to shine the light of God to the whole world. God gave his people a meaningful, glorious mission. But they did not accept God's deep love for them. Nor did they obey God's commands because they didn’t want to proclaim the gospel to the Gentiles. Most of the Jews thought that Gentiles were beneath them, like animals. But Simeon understood God’s heart and accepted the Gentiles as God’s precious children as well. And he caught God’s vision that Jesus would be a light for the Gentiles. And when Jesus accepted God's will to be the light for the Gentiles, he brought glory to God and to his people Israel. 

Mary and Joseph were marveling at what was being said about Jesus. Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed." (33-34) The world is full of people, and everyone has their own opinion; on everything. We live in the post modern era, where everything is relative. Where everyone has their own thought about the future of mankind. But despite many ideas concerning human destiny, every person’s destiny depends on their view of Jesus. Those who believe in him will be saved and those who do not will be condemned (Lk 20:17,18). Jesus raises up those who believe in him, but he is a stumbling block for those who do not. And in the end the thoughts of our hearts will be revealed. This means that what we believe in our heart about Jesus will be revealed for all to see. Because we will either enter the kingdom of God or we won’t. Simeon even foresaw the suffering of the Jesus' mother. Look at verse 35b. "And a sword will pierce your own soul too." The whole life of Jesus would cause pain to his mother; especially, his death on the cross would be like that of a sword piercing her soul (Jn 19:25). How costly it was to be the mother of Jesus. 

Simeon’s praise of Jesus was not alone. Take a look at verses 36-37. “There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old: she had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.” There are not many prophetesses mentioned in the Bible among them is Anna. One day her husband died. When she lost her husband, she could have given up and spent her life as a sorrowful widow. But she never gave up her life of faith. To her, the best way of life was to live in the house of God among God's people, serving them like a mother. She made a decision of faith to devote herself to God and to pray and fast for her people. Like Simeon, she was also waiting for the coming of the Messiah for v38 says that she was looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. As soon as she saw the baby Jesus, she knew he was the Messiah. She came up to Jesus and the others and thanked God, for the promise of the redemption of Jerusalem which had been fulfilled. And when Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law, they returned to Nazareth where the baby Jesus grew, became strong, was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.

So what do we take home from this passage? Through it we see two people who according to the world’s standard were not valuable. The world seemed to pass them by. But they were special to God. Not many had the satisfaction of seeing the promised Messiah with their very own eyes. But Simeon and Anna had this privilege, why? Because they believed in God. They loved God. 

They didn’t do something spectacular, just simply longed to see God.  They held onto one promise of God and lived their life devoted to him. Like Simeon and Anna, we are ordinary people. We don’t have to go out and do something great to be useful to God. All we have to do is to hold onto one promise of God touches our hearts in a personal way. If we hold onto this promise and give our life to God, then we can become a warrior of faith like Simeon. Our time is not much different than theirs. Our world is a dark place. There seems to be no place for Jesus. But if we want to be used by God, we have to learn from the lives of Simeon and Anna. We may not be devoted or righteous but it starts with a desire, a longing to see God, to know him, and love him. Do you love God? Do you long to see Jesus? Is your hope in the Messiah? 
