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Jesus: Lost and Found
Luke 2:41-52

Key Verse: 2:49

"'Why were you searching for me?' he asked. 'Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?'"
The other day I left the house early in the morning without my keys. It was only when I was at my car and I had started to look for them that I realized that I didn’t have them. I couldn’t believe it at first. Then I had to reluctantly go and wake Julia up and ask her to open the door. Has anyone ever lost your keys? How did you feel? Now imagine losing one of your children. Or worse yet, someone else’s child. What would you do? Let’s see what Mary and Joseph do when they lose Jesus. 

This is a unique passage in the Bible for it’s the only one that we learn about the childhood of Jesus. All others talk about either his birth or his public ministry. But here we get a small glimpse into the boyhood of Jesus. Was he a good boy or a little rascal? Let’s begin by taking a look at verses 41-42. “Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom.” Every year the Jews had to travel to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover to remember their exodus from Egypt. And it was their tradition for young boys become responsible for observing the law when they turned thirteen years old. This ceremony is called, the “barmitzvah,” which means “son of the covenant.” And as was their custom, they brought the boys to Jerusalem a year earlier so that they could see what was going on. 

At twelve Jesus was at the temple being dedicated to God. The best thing that we can do for our children is to dedicate them to God. To commit their lives to Jesus Christ. So that they can understand that they need God and should live for God during their life. Because outside these walls the world, the flesh, and the devil are going to do all they can to deceive and destroy them. Yesterday, I read in the Tribune about a twelve year old boy who was just convicted for shooting his mother eight times killing her after arguing over his chores. So we have to do everything in our power to help them to know that God is real and to live according to his words and principles. 

The Passover was over and now it was time to go home. What happened along the way? Take a look at verse 43. “After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it.” After the festival, Joseph and Mary left. They say that it was the custom when returning from the Feast for women to go on ahead with the younger children, and men to follow with the older boys. But Jesus was in middle, not really a child and yet not a man. He was in transition, being twelve years old. And what ended up happening Mary thought that Jesus was with Joseph, and Joseph thought that he was with Mary. And so it was that Mary and Joseph lost Jesus. Has anyone lost your children even for a moment? It’s not fun. One time when Julia and I were at Sam’s Club, at one point we split up When we met up at the checkout counter, we realized Suzi was gone. Julia thought I had Suzi and I thought she was with her. We freaked out and ran back into the store. A few moments later we found Suzi by the wine. That was a frightening time. But Mary and Joseph didn’t lose Jesus for a few moments, they lost him for three full DAYS. Imagine that. How do you explain that to God that you lost his son? 
Look at verses 44-46. “Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.” The trip from Nazareth to Jerusalem was about 80 miles or so and it would take about three days to make the journey. They usually traveled in groups with their relatives and friends for protection from bandits along the roads. They traveled for a full day and they didn’t even know that he was gone. It wasn’t until night that they realized that he was missing. 

If there were two people who you thought were the most unlikely people to lose Jesus, it would have to be Mary and Joseph. They are the two that you would think would never have taken their eyes off of Jesus. They were the closest to him in all the world, his mother and father and yet they lost him. Maybe a servant could have lost him, or a maid, or a babysitter but not Mary and Joseph. Especially not after knowing all the things that were told to them about who Jesus is, the Son of God. Do you think that if Mary and Joseph could lose Jesus, that we could lose him as well? Have you ever lost Jesus? 

That’s what I want to think about this morning, the subject of losing Jesus. I am not talking about losing our salvation. But what I am talking about is losing our fellowship with the Lord. Losing the closeness or intimacy that we have with Jesus. When we first meet Jesus as our Savior, there is a spark, a zeal, an enthusiasm that nothing else can duplicate. Our life changes and everything is new and we are excited to read our Bibles and no one has to twist our arm to do it. We are happy to pray to talk to God and tell him about our day and to ask for our needs. We were happy to come to church, no one has to drag us there because we know that, that is where God’s presence is at, and God’s people are there and that’s where we hear the wonderful word of God. When we first meet Jesus as our Savior, we are set free from our bondage and we’re full of joy and feel that it is a privilege to enter God’s house. 
But over the course of time, there are periods in our lives when it seems that we’ve lost the zeal, the fire, the intimacy and closeness that we once had with Jesus. With all the tasks and duties we face in our busy, fast paced world, we don’t know when it happened, it just kind of faded away. It wasn’t a conscious decision, we just got distracted. And then one day, we realize that closeness is just not there. When we lose that intimacy with Jesus Christ, we’ve suffered the greatest loss that we could ever experience as a human being. There are a lot of people in the world that we can live without, but we can not live without Jesus. We can not live without the one who saved us from our sins. 
Have there been times in your life were you feel as if you are just going through the motions? Are there times when you read your Bible because you feel that you have to? Or when prayer seems routine? Or write a testimony because you feel that it’s your duty? Or go to a meeting because someone’s expecting you? It’s hard to admit but sometimes I have felt like that in my life. And when I am in those times I hate it. I detest it. I don’t want to read the Bible because I have to, I want to read it because I thirst for God’s word and I want it to teach me and help me in this life. I want to pray to God because I want to talk to Jesus and to have the Holy Spirit working in my life. Like Mary and Joseph, who in this room do you think is the most unlikely person to lose Jesus? Maybe it’s me. Or Sam. Or M. Daniel, Peter or Dan, or M. Deborah. The point is that anyone can lose that intimacy with Jesus. All of us are suspects. Any of us can lose that close fellowship with Jesus if we are not careful. And when it happens it’s hard to admit that we have lost fellowship with the Lord. Some don’t. Some fake it. It is imperative for use to keep our desire to walk with Jesus, to have fellowship with him. 
Now let me ask you where did they lose Jesus? It’s hard to believe, but they lost him in the temple, in church. They didn’t lose him on the way or in the city but they lost him in the most unlikely place, in God’s house. Do you know that going to church doesn’t make you a Christian? No more than going to Taco Bell makes you a Mexican. Do you know that it is possible to come to church and to hear the message, pray the prayers, and sing the songs, and be part of the fellowship and it doesn’t change a thing in your life. Do you know that it is possible that God speaks to you in the church and you don’t listen and push him away saying, “that’s not for me, it’s for someone else.” Sometimes we hear but we are not listening. Sad to say that sometimes when we become Christians we get so busy with church work that we forget what the work of God is all about. Do you know what it all about? It is to edify us, build us up. To help us. To challenge us. To make us grow and to worship God. That is what church is. It’s not the mechanics of a routine that we have to do. Church is for fellowship with God. And yet ironically, Mary and Joseph, two of the most unlikely people to lose Jesus, lost him in the most unlikely place. 
How did they lose Jesus? There are a couple of reasons how this happened. Firstly, it was neglect. They were negligent parents because they didn’t know where Jesus was. As a parent it is our job to make sure we know where our children are. Neglect can destroy a child’s life. Children need our attention and interaction. But their priorities were somewhere else. And secondly, they took their eyes off of Jesus. They would never have lost Jesus if they kept their eyes on him. But it was when they took their eyes off of him that they lost him. 
How can we lose Jesus? We can lose him when we neglect our relationship with him and take our eyes off of him. All of the obstacles, trials, and temptations that we face, everything the devil throws at us as Christians, he does it for one main reason. So that we take our eyes off of Jesus. That’s the foundation of everything the devil does. He knows that if he can get your eyes off of Jesus, even for a moment, that you can lose sight of him. And we lose that closeness we had with him. Remember the story of Peter on the boat when Jesus came walking on the water? We like to make fun of Peter because of his big mouth but he had more faith than the other disciples because he actually got out of the boat and walked on the water with Jesus. “When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.” (Mt 14) Peter was actually walking on water. But what happened? He took his eyes off of Jesus and he began to sink. When he lost sight of Jesus and looked at the wind, waves, and the darkness, he was afraid and he cried out, “Lord save me!” Likewise when we take our eyes off of Jesus we begin to spiritually sink. We start to focus on worldly things, like entertainment, recreation, pleasure, whatever and our relationship with Jesus slips away.  
What were the results of losing Jesus? Take a look at verse 48. “When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you."” When they had lost Jesus they were full of anxiety. They were miserable, fearful and probably couldn’t sleep at night. Likewise when we as a Christian, lose Jesus in our life, we will be miserable. I’ve never met a back sliden Christian who was truly happy. And is some ways they are worse off than if they had ever met Jesus in the first place because a lost person has never tasted the grace of God. And once you get away from God’s goodness, you become miserable. I experienced this. In the past as a young Christian I lived a double life. On one hand I lived a spiritual life going to church and coming to the Friday meeting. But then after the Friday meeting I would meet my friends and spent the night out at the bars. Sometimes I drank so much, I didn’t even know how I got home that night. I lost sight of Jesus and I didn’t have that close relationship with him. Then after a while I became miserable and it felt as if my heart was being torn in two. Because when I was at church, I was thinking about my friends and wondering what they were doing and all the fun they were having. And when I was with my friends I felt guilty because I knew that the things I was doing were not right with God. I thought that I could be happy having the best of both worlds. But I was wrong and was miserable because I couldn’t enjoy either one. Not only that we are in danger of God’s judgment. Rev 2:4-5 say, “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place.” And Rev 3:15-16 say, “I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.” 
Lastly, where did they find Jesus? They found him right where they lost him, in the temple. They retraced their steps going back to Jerusalem and found him in the temple counts sitting among the teachers. Although I believe that we can meet God anywhere, but the church is God’s house. It is where His heart is and His eyes and ears are. (2 Ch 7:15-16) It is the place to go to meet with God and have fellowship with him. When Mary and Joseph found Jesus they were relieved and asked him why he did this to them. But he rebuked them saying, let’s read verse 49, "'Why were you searching for me?' he asked. 'Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?'" Basically Jesus was saying, “I have been right here the whole time. It’s not I that was lost but you.” Jesus loved his Father God and knew where to find him. Relationships, like marriage, take work. They say it is like cultivating a plant. Unless you work at it, it will die. There is a story of an old couple. They were driving in their car behind a young couple. And they could see the newly married couple was in love because the girl was all over her husband kissing him while he was driving. And the old wife says to her husband, “How come we don’t do that anymore?” And the husband replied, “I’m driving, I haven’t moved. I’m still in the same place I ever was. You’re the one who doesn’t come close anymore.” God is the driver and we are like the woman. God is right where he always has been, we are the ones who have moved away. 
If you’ve lost Jesus and that closeness and fellowship with him, do you know what you have to do? You have to do what Mary and Joseph did and retrace your steps and find out what was it that caused you to lose sight of Jesus. What ever it is, it is not worth losing Jesus for. We can do without many things. A lot of possessions we can live without but we can not live without the Lord. Find out what it was that caused you to lose sight of Jesus but at the root of it all you can bet that it was the devil. But if we follow Mary and Joseph and retrace our steps and go back to God’s house we will find him again. He is right where we left him, waiting for us to come back. 
