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Live In Love
1 John 4:7-21

Key Verse: 4:16b
“God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.”
Three days ago was New Year’s Eve. It’s the time when we close out the old year and ring in the new.  This is when people like to be with the ones they love and sing together “Auld Lang Syne.” (Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and never brought to mind? Should auld acquaintance be forgot, and auld lang syne?) It’s the time when love is in the air and people have hope for the New Year. It’s the time when many make New Year resolutions. Through today’s passage I hope that we may adopt a new resolution and that is to “Live in love.” 
I. The Source of love 

Love is a universal subject. It’s also a popular subject. As we have heard many times there have been countless songs, poems, paintings and movies made about love. It’s one of those things that we don’t have to teach our kids they do it naturally. Even though my son Mikey doesn’t talk yet he still shows his love for us. What is the source of love? The Beatles sang, “Money can’t buy me love.” So where does love come from? Let’s read verses 7&8. “7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.” From this we see that God is the source of love. In fact God is love. The word “love” appears 27 times in our passage today and God appears 20 times. This suggests that God and love are closely related and I would go as far as to say that you can’t have one without the other. 
When we read the Bible and study about God the evidence of God’s love is everywhere. From the beginning in Genesis we can clearly see God’s love through the creation of the world. God displayed his love for us through his abundant provision providing for man in every way. And as the story of creation unfolds, we find that as God makes something new, he sees that it’s good. And he is putting a lot of care into what he’s building, making things that are pleasing to the eye, aromatic and good for food. It’s as if God is a passionate artist creating a work of art for the one he loves. He even knows that it was not good for man to be alone, so he created a woman for man. And His love continues all the way through until it concludes with the book of Revelation which again displays God’s love in the establishment of the New Jerusalem where all the Believers will gather and share in a heavenly banquet. Indeed, God is the source of love. 
Also from verse 7 we learn that we are born of God. The words, "born of God," explain man’s origin, that we came from God and that we are created in his image. And since one of God’s attributes is love, we must love as God loves. On the other hand, there are those who don’t love and thus don’t know God. So from this we learn that there are two kinds of people. There are those who know God and love and there are those who don’t know God and don’t love.
II. The definition of love 

Now that we’ve established where love comes from, what is love? Some might say love is the zero score in tennis. Again many have tried to describe it. (how do you describe it?) 

Paul gave a good description of love in 1 Cor 13(4-7) “ 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” Paul’s description is amazing but I don’t think it is completely attainable. (who can do it?) Let’s take self-seeking for example. Paul says that love is not self-seeking but I would bet that most people in the world have a very selfish view of love. To show this all you have to do is ask one question, “Would you stay married to someone that you didn’t love, simply because they loved you?” Most people would say, “No.” Why? Because the relationship wasn’t pleasing you anymore. We love because of our desire to be loved in return. Thus making love self-seeking. Now if you stayed with that person then it would be a selfless act, dumb but selfless. That’s why I believe that Paul’s description is the description of God’s love. 
But John gives God’s definition of love. Let’s read verse 10. “10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” When God sent his one and only Son into the world, he was deprived of all his glory, power and honor of the kingdom of God. Jesus, according to Philippians 2:7, "...made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness." In the beginning, Jesus was with God and "Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made." (Jn 1:3) But Jesus, from the position of God, humbled himself and became a servant giving up everything in heaven. And when God sent his one and only Son to this world, he didn’t send him to a nice hospital, but to an animal stable. And when he was born he didn’t get to sleep in a crib but was laid in a manger. And that was only the beginning of his atoning sacrifice. The climax of his sacrifice would be having his flesh shredded, his bones broken and his blood spilt as he was hammered to the cross. Why in world would God do this? Take a look at verse 9. “9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.” God did this out of his amazing love for us so that through Jesus’ sacrifice, we might have eternal life. God’s love is not grounded in human virtue or good works but it is rooted in Christ’s atoning sacrifice for our sins. True love requires a tremendous life-giving sacrifice.  
These days many people don’t believe that Jesus was real. There is a new book out questioning if Jesus ever existed. But John said in verse 14, “14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.” John was an eye witness to Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. To John it was fact, there was no doubt. That’s why he was compelled to tell the gospel, even if it meant his own personal death or imprisonment. 
III. The absence of love

God’s love is so beautiful. No one can deny that. But the problem comes as soon as you bring people into the picture. Because of our sin, so many relationships have been broken. Even the very first marriage between Adam and Eve was damaged because of the separating nature of sin. It was only by the grace of God that they could remain intact. And this trend has continued even to modern day. I think the current overall divorce rate in America is near 50%. But that doesn’t mean that one out of every two people is going to end up divorced. What they have found is that once people divorce their second and third marriages have a higher failure rate at somewhere around 60% & 70% thus making the overall divorce rate higher. 
Why is this? This is because there is a fundamental difference between man’s love and God’s love. God’s love is pure while man’s love is contaminated by sin. One example can be found in a couple that immigrated to the US from Russia. Both of them were doctors in Russia, but when they came to the US their medical degrees were not accepted. So they decided that they husband would go to school to be certified in America. So the woman took on two jobs to support the family working in a factory during the day and as a nurse’s aide during the night. Ten years later he finished med school and residency training. It was a time of victory & thanksgiving and he should have thanked his wife for her support, but strangely instead of thanking her, he ended up divorcing her. Left on our own, without God fallen man lives as his sinful nature guides him. 
So what we find here is on one end of the love scale is, complete love, God’s love. This is where we are walking step by step with God. We are in unison with God. But as you move down the scale, you lessen the spirit of God and get varying degrees of love such as fatherly love, brotherly love and so on with indifference in the middle. Continuing down the scale you end up with things like scorn followed by resentment and so on until finally on the opposite end you have hate, which a complete absence of love, which in reality is the absence of God. When our lives are void of God, we do not have the capacity for true love because in the end it is twisted due to our sinful nature, like that of the doctor’s. 
The only way that we can truly love long term, is to be been born of God. Let’s read verses 15 & 16. “15If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. 16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him.” In order to love, we have to acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of God and accept Him as the one who saved us from our sins, our atoning sacrifice, then as v13 says the spirit of God lives within us, in our heart, where our love comes from. So our weak four cylinder heart gets replaced with a powerful turbo charged heart and then we’re able to love with God’s love. But in order to maintain this love, we have to keep coming back to God. We have to rely on God’s love for us not on our own ideas but on God’s love. Love involves trust, so we must trust God and live in love. For John, to “live in love” means to believe in Jesus for salvation, honoring God’s commands and learning to love God’s priorities. 
IV. The fruit of love 

When we live in love we bear the fruit of love. And what is that fruit? Take a look at verse 12. “No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” The fruit of love is unity, where we love one another. When we really love one another then God’s love is made complete in us. If we don’t love one another, then God’s love is not complete in us. We are unfinished. So John makes the plea of loving one another again and again and again in the passage. In fact Jesus himself gave this command in John 13:34-35 Jesus said, "34A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." This was the complete opposite of John’s character. John wasn’t a man of love, he wanted to crush people. Once when some people rejected the disciples, John asked Jesus if he wanted to bring down fire from heaven to destroy them. Thus John earned the nick name Jesus gave him as a “son of thunder.” But later when John was born of God and the spirit of God lived within him he was changed into the apostle of love and it was then he realized the importance of loving one another. 
The ultimate fruit of love can be seen in verses 17&18. “17In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” When we “live in love” we begin to live like Jesus. Just as John was changed from a “son of thunder” to an “apostle of love” we too are changed from our old sinful nature and begin to resemble Jesus and our own priorities change to God’s priorities. And what this does is give us confidence when the Day of Judgment comes. And we don’t have to be afraid of God’s punishment because we have felt God’s love. So when the Day of Judgment comes, we’ll be like a student who comes home with their report card full of A’s & B’s and we’ll run to him happy to our good report. Unlike those students, with a bad report, who take the longest way home possible and try to sneak into the house without getting noticed. Those are the ones who are afraid of punishment. Thank God that there is no fear in love. 
As Christians we should live the life of love. But do we really? Do you remember the alarming divorce statistic I mentioned earlier? What is even more alarming is that when they have surveyed they found that the Christian divorce rate was not much different than non Christians. At the time of the study the Christian divorce rate was only 1% point lower that the national average why is that? I believe that we can find the answer in verse 20. “20If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.” When, as Christians, we do not act in love we are liars. We say that we love God, but then our actions don’t reveal that. Our actions show what’s really in our hearts. And you remember where liars end up don’t you, in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. (rev 21:8) How many of us can honestly say that we really live in love and bear the image of Jesus? I know that in my own life, I have not lived in love. Before I became a Christian I thought that I was a pretty good guy. Then after I accepted Jesus I felt like I became worse. This was because God was revealing all my sin to me. And as I go on in life, God keeps revealing more and more of it. I know in my own personal life I am guilty of not living the life of love. I don’t think that I have done a very good job loving my wife and family or even those in our ministry. And there are people at my work who I would rather not see, but I have to work with them so I have to see them. When they attack me I wonder why do we have to love them? Why can’t they just live their life and we live ours? But v19 says that we love because God first loved us. And verse 21 says pretty clearly, “21And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.” I repent that I have been quite selfish when it comes to loving others. I want to receive love but don’t really give love to others. The reason for this is that I don’t have the spirit of God in me. I honestly ask God’s mercy so that I may have His spirit within me so that I may grow to be more like Jesus each day. 2009 is gone and 2010 is upon us. We could choose to live in the past, holding on to all the things that make us angry or sad, or we could offer them up to Jesus and have a new beginning and build our live upon love. May God help us that in the new year, we may live a life of love, by having God in us. 
