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The Extravagant Love of Repentance

Luke 7:36-50

Key Verse: 7:47

“Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven–for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.”

Children have great hearts. They love and give so easily. My little son Michael likes to give me things. So whatever he picks up, he runs over and gives it to me. Today’s passage is about the expression of love from a woman after she experiences the grace of Jesus’ forgiveness. Her love is extravagant and over the top but it is exactly how we should live our life. 

Look at verse 36. “Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table.” As we move along in Luke’s gospel, the Pharisees are beginning to become more and more familiar. There were about 6000 of them scattered around Israel. And apparently there were seven different groups of Pharisees and Simon (from this passage) was among the upper echelon of them. The word Pharisee actually meant “separated ones,” as they were set apart from ordinary people to serve God. They were; the teachers in synagogues, the religious examples, and the self-appointed guardians of the law. But instead of fulfilling their mission to love and serve God, they degenerated and eventually they began to consider their interpretations and the regulations handed down by their tradition to be almost as good as God’s word. So instead of rejoicing when Jesus healed a paralytic and forgave his sins, they began to complain and criticize Jesus. Because Jesus did not fit into what they thought the Savior should be like, their opposition to Jesus was rising. 

And as we enter this passage we see in verse 36, one of these Pharisees invited Jesus to his house for a dinner party. We’re not exactly sure of what his motive or reason is for inviting Jesus. Maybe he liked to entertain celebrities and be the center of attention. Or maybe he wanted to trap Jesus saying something wrong. Whatever the case it’s evident that his motive for inviting Jesus wasn’t completely pure because the way he acts is skeptical and critical. Even though Jesus knew this, He didn’t hesitate to accept the invitation and went to the party and reclined at the table. As Jesus sat in the home of this Pharisee, a bunch of the social elite gathered around and servants were scurrying about serving gourmet food and choice wine. Usually the guests of honor had a special place arranged for them while other, more ordinary people, sat in an outer circle making up a gallery–like spectators. In those days, they liked to gather together, and entertain themselves with deep (or so they thought) discussions. 

Then something out of the ordinary happened. Look at verse 37. “When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume,” Although ordinary people were allowed to come and go suddenly a woman, who was well known came in. And she wasn’t known in a good way. Among the social elite, this woman is out of place. If anyone could be out of place it was her. Verse 37 simply says that she had lived a sinful life. The word here for sin was not a generic word it was more than that. She was an immoral woman, a woman of the street, she was a prostitute. And if you have ever seen a common street prostitute, they are not glamorous like some programs make them out to be. Rather they are worn out, run down, dirty, addicts that are looking for their next “John” so that they can get money for food or drugs. So when this out of place, infamous woman showed up on the scene all eyes must have been upon her. 

This woman happens to be one of the main players in this story. When we take a closer look at her life, we see her go through three stages. She comes in wounded and goes from being wounded, to broken and from broken to restored. Through the course of living her life this woman had been wounded. It’s clear because of the life she has chosen to live. Either she had been wounded by some event, some person, or maybe it was her own doing. But ultimately she was deeply wounded by her own sin. We don’t know anything about her except her lifestyle but something happened to lead her down the road she was on. And like her eventually all people will be wounded. Some will be wounded by big things and others by small. So what does it mean to be wounded? We have an experience so painful that it becomes a filter and a back drop for all our  relationships and approach to life. It’s an irritant that’s always there. And what we do with the pain is that we interpret all of life by how we were wounded. And we view all the circumstances of life through our wounds. But if we ever want to be healed of our wounds, we have to first accept responsibility for those wounds. Whether we have had anything to do with the wound or not, there is still some ownership that we have to take. And many have self inflected wounds that they refuse to take ownership of. This woman has to accept responsibility for her own sin in order to be healed. She has to acknowledge that she is wrong. 

As she entered we see that she is a deeply wounded woman and then she moves from wounded to broken. What is brokenness? Brokenness is an awareness that we can’t make it on our own, we need God. So we can either process our pain in the shadow of our wound or in the view of the cross. Brokenness means that we realize that can’t straighten it out, we can’t fix it, we need God’s help. So instead of interpreting things through our wounds, we bring them to Jesus and have Him carry them. This woman is tired of being a prisoner of her own reputation so when she heard that Jesus was here, she had to come. There are 2 things to notice about her brokenness. Firstly, she was desperate. For her to burst into this house, where she was completely out of place, she must have been desperate. And look at how she was weeping. She is crying so much that she’s able to wet Jesus’ feet. And as soon as she sees Jesus, it doesn’t matter what people think about her any more because she becomes completely focused on Jesus. Often we can manage our wounds and manage our pains. We can push the pain inward. We can put on a mask, or put up a wall and say, “that will never happen to me again.” Our society is filled with management people who know how to manage their image and pain, so that no one can see them weeping. This is especially true in churches where we like to show that we have it all together and not let others see that we are broken. But this woman is broken. 

The second thing to notice about her brokenness is her humility. Take a look at verse 38. “and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them.” Our feet are usually not something that we’re proud of. Some people have nasty toes and spider veins. And if you think about the time of Jesus when everyone wore sandals, their feet must have been even worse with the heat, dirt, mud, and donkey droppings. That’s why as the dinner guests reclined at the table they’re lying on the floor with their bodies propped up by the table and their legs stretched behind them so that they keep their dirty feet away from the food. And as she is standing behind Jesus she begins to weep and wash his feet with her tears. 

Maybe she wanted to dry his feet, but she had no towel. So she began to wipe his feet with her hair. Paul said that a woman’s hair is her glory. (1Co 11) So to most women, their hair is important. And they spend hours washing, conditioning and drying their hair. And afterward if it doesn’t look just right they have a “bad hair day.” But this woman took her hair and began to wipe Jesus’ feet with it. She cared more about Jesus than herself. It was more about what she could give to Jesus than what she could get. After she dried his feet, she began to kiss them. Think about that for a moment. She couldn’t really produce enough tears to completely wash Jesus’ feet, so there must have been a mixture of dust and tears rubbed all over. And as she kissed them there must have been this salty muddy taste. How humbling is that?  This was the sign of her humility. And what she’s saying with her action is that she’s willing to do anything for Jesus. She was giving herself completely over to the one she loved, to Jesus. She wanted His help, she wanted His forgiveness and she was willing to do anything to get it. Whether it was washing his dirty muddy feet or whatever else, she was willing to do it for Jesus’ forgiveness.

Then what does she do next? She takes her jar of perfume and pours it all over Jesus’ feet. Do you know what she was doing when she poured the perfume on Jesus? Not only was she anointing Jesus as her king but she was leaving her old life with Jesus. In the past she used the ointment from the alabaster jar, which was expensive, to perfume her bed so as to lure men there to do her business. It was part of her trap, it was one of her tools of the trade. But here we see that she is leaving it all behind pouring it out on Jesus. Not only is she giving away what is probably the only treasure she has, but she is also giving away what it represents (her life of sin), to Jesus. This is her act of repentance, her act of worship, her act of love toward Jesus. Maybe her gift of perfume was not really appropriate for Jesus, but it expression of love. This was her way of telling Jesus that he meant more to her than anything in the world. 

This was her extravagant love. She went completely over the top. She went beyond what others thought was acceptable. Why did she do this? We don’t see any interaction between Jesus and this woman except for this exchange, so why did she react this way? When someone experiences the overwhelming grace of God and receive His wonderful forgiveness, they become passionate lovers of Jesus Christ. And they don’t care about what other people think when they do it. Nothing else matters except that they can express their thanksgiving to the one who saved them. Most people when they see someone who acts like this to Jesus, they think it is too much. That they have gone too far. That they love too much. 

So we’ve seen how she was wounded and broken, now let’s see how she was restored. Jesus explains this in verses 41-42. “Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Jesus explains this woman’s reaction in terms of money, a subject a Pharisee could understand. A denarii was worth about a day’s wage. In today’s terms one man owed about a year and half’s wages ~ $60K and the other almost two months wages ~$5K. Although the size of their debts was different, the point was that neither one could pay back what they owed. And graciously the moneylender canceled their debts. At the end of the parable, Jesus asked, “Now which of them will love him more?” This was the point of the parable. Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled.” Jesus said, “You have judged correctly.” 
This woman realized the size of her debt of sin and how she couldn’t pay it and how she was stuck in her life of sin. There was no way out of her life style. She was a shunned woman because of her life. Because of the Pharisee, she couldn’t even go into a synagogue let alone be healed or restored. But she heard about Jesus and how he forgave sins. So she went to Him and repented pouring out her life of sin upon Jesus’ feet. And Jesus accepted her. Jesus embraced her. Jesus welcomed her. Jesus loved her. 

Then we see Simon who is almost the perfect example of how not to live as a Christian. On one hand Simon invited Jesus into his house and this is commendable because not many Pharisees invited Jesus in. But what was Simon’s reason for inviting Jesus in? Was it really to get to know Jesus and worship Him? By Simon’s actions we can see that if he had any good reason it was quickly snuffed out because he grumbles at Jesus under his breath and in v39 Simon even questions if Jesus is even a prophet. And Jesus wanting to help him explains to him in says in verses 44-47. “The he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven–for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little.” The mistake Simon made was that he didn’t understand who he was and who he was with. He didn’t understand that he was with the Son of God. And he didn’t see himself as a sinner but he saw everyone else as a sinner. 

Simon didn’t wash Jesus’ feet, or even have a servant do it. He didn’t greet Jesus properly with a kiss. He didn’t even anoint Jesus’ head. So what does all this show? How does this relate to us? This shows that even though Simon invited Jesus in, he didn’t show Jesus any attention. Basically Simon ignored Jesus. He didn’t really love Jesus. When you love someone you give them your attention. You acknowledge their presence. You connect with them. But Simon didn’t make any attempt to do any of these. It was so weird. He invited Jesus over and didn’t do any of the customary things to greet and welcome Jesus into his house. Rather it was as if he only wanted to get something from Jesus. Some honor, some praise. He didn’t have the love in his heart that Jesus wanted. He didn’t show the same kind of love for Jesus as the woman did. 

This can happen in our lives as well. We invite Jesus in and then we ignore Him. Then we have to wonder why did we invite Jesus into our life? Was it to get something from him? Or is it so that we can manipulate Him to get what we want? Or is it to give our best to Jesus? It’s easy to see who loves Jesus and who doesn’t. We can see it through our actions and if we are willing to give of ourselves to Him or not. Simon was religious but he was not repentant like the woman. Simon kept all the rules and regulations but he didn’t have the Redeemer. His religion made him feel better but it didn’t save him. He had Jesus in his house but not in his heart. We can have all the signs of religion decorating ourselves and our house and still end up in hell. Religion has deceived us into thinking that we can be our own savior. We think that by doing the good things and not doing the bad things we can be our own Savior. 

I said it once and I will say it again, when someone experiences the overwhelming grace of God and His wonderful forgiveness, they become passionate lovers of Jesus. And here is how you can tell if you have gotten over being saved by the Lord, you don’t sing as passionately to the Lord as you once did, you don’t shout to the Lord as you once did, and you don’t’ weep to the Lord as you once did. We become dull and our worship service drags, and we don’t care if we spend time with Jesus or not. It shows that we have lost our first love. Don’t be embarrassed, or make excuses. It happens to everyone at some point or another. It happened to the Pharisees. It happened to the early church. What makes you think that we are any different? We have to watch ourselves carefully and guard our hearts. Are we happy just to kiss the muddy feet of Jesus, or are we content like Simon? How extravagant is our love for Jesus? What are you willing to pour out at the feet of Jesus? In verses 48 & 50 this woman is fully restored. “Then Jesus said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven. Your faith has saved you, go in peace.’” Jesus accepted the woman’s love and her repentant heart and she left with the peace of God. On the other hand in verse 49 the other people began to grumble wondering who Jesus is.  The Christian life is difficult because we have to constantly guard our heart, to keep it pure, to keep it fresh, and to keep it in love with Jesus. I pray that God may help us to do so. God bless you.

