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Who Do You Follow?
1 Samuel 8:1-22
Key Verse: 8:19
“But the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want a king over us.”
In high school I experienced the “in crowd.” The “in crowd” is where all the popular people are. Everyone wants to be part of the in crowd, to be like everyone else. This is the Israelite’s desire in today’s passage. They want to be like everyone else. But through this passage we find that being like everyone else is not always the best place to be. 
Let’s begin with verses 1-3. “When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice.” As we learned last week, Samuel was a man of prayer and he prayed on behalf of his nation Israel. He was an intercessory prayer servant all his life. And throughout his lifetime, God heard his prayer and protected the people of Israel from their enemies. They enjoyed a rare time of peace. But when we get to chapter 8, Samuel has become an old man. And as Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons to take over his position as judges over Israel. But his sons didn't take after him; they were out for what they could get for themselves, taking bribes and corrupting justice.  Samuel’s sons remind us of his predecessor Eli’s sons. As a father I wondered, why did Samuel’s children grow up bad even though he was such a good man? Somehow it doesn’t seem fair that if someone serves God all their life that their children end up evil. They should catch a break. But the reality is, all we can do is serve God’s purpose in our lifetime as best as we can. (Acts 13:36) Our children have to make up their own minds and follow God for themselves. As parents, we must do our best to teach them the ways of God, (Dt 11:19) but ultimately faith is a personal matter that must be sought after individually. All we can do is pray for them. However in Samuel’s case, his kids turned out evil and the elders of Israel go to him. 

See what happens in verses 4-5. “So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” Fed up, all the elders of Israel got together and confronted Samuel at Ramah. They presented their case: "Look, you're an old man, and your sons aren't following in your footsteps. Here's what we want you to do: Appoint a king to rule us, just like everybody else." At first when you hear their request, it seems to be reasonable and they appear to be concerned for the people and the land. However that is not what they are really after. From this, we learn that we have to have discernment, because not everything is as it appears. We must be aware of those who cloak sin under the guise of good. Judas Iscariot was like this. When he saw a woman pouring out perfume, he said it should be used for the poor, but in fact he was a thief and used to help himself to their money bag. (Jn 12) Paul gives us a warning in 2 Corinthians about such people who will disguise themselves as apostles of Christ and even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. (2 cor 11:13-15) 
In a sense the elders of Israel were using Samuel’s sons sins to justify their own sin. They used Samuel’s sons evil actions to disguise the fact that they didn’t want God as their king anymore. This was a sneaky plot to take the blame off of them and to put it onto someone else. We can never use the sins of others to justify our own sins.  

When Samuel heard their demand “Give us a king to rule us!” he was displeased. But it was more than that, if we look further into the text we find that he was crushed and he felt rejected. Samuel once again reveals that he is a godly man as he comes to God for leadership. We get a special privilege to listen in on his conversation with God in verse 7. “And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.” Samuel was their leader. He gave his life to serve them. He traveled around from town to town serving them. He never cheated them but did his best to for them. So when they rejected him it must have hurt. It’s here that we see God’s compassion for Samuel.

As God’s servants, He wants us to learn that we can’t take the world’s rejection of the gospel personally. They are rejecting God not us. When we make a decision to serve God, there will come a time when we are offended by people because they reject God. But God told Samuel that we shouldn’t be offended, because God is the one they are offending. Jesus said “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” (Jn 15:18) We tend to feel that we’re important, but in the big picture we’re not. We are just the messenger. God is the one who is important. When we realize this, it gives us great freedom. We can be happy no matter if people accept the message or not. The reason the world does not recognize us is because they don’t know Jesus. (1Jn 3) This also helps to keep us humble because if they do listen, they’re not listening to us, but to God. (Lk 10:16) 

Take a look at verse 8. “As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you.” Note the phrase “forsaking me and serving other gods.” This phrase comes up in one form or another close to 20 times in the Old Testament. These words seem to always be together. It was a snapshot of Israel’s past. This was Israel’s habit, when they turned away from God, they worshiped other gods. What this shows us is that whenever we turn away from the Lord, we will inevitably serve other gods. The reason for this is that when we were created, God made us with a sense of worship because we were created to worship him. This desire does not go away just because we turn away from God, we still are drawn to worship something. The end result is that we forsake God and worship something else. This may not be our original intent; however this is what happens when we do not worship God only. What this means to us is that no matter how hard we try, we can not remain neutral in the spiritual world. Switzerland may be able to do it in war, but we can’t do it in the spirit realm. And the Bible tells us that friendship with the world is hatred toward God. (Ja 4:4) Either we follow God, or we follow the devil. I know we don’t like absolutes, we like to live in shades of gray, but spiritually speaking we can’t. There are only 2 options, we can’t remain neutral. You are either for God or against Him, so if we are not following God, by definition you are forsaking him and following the devil. 
In verse 9 we see God like a father concerned for his children. It says, “Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do.” God loved his people and he was concerned for them. He asked Samuel to warn them what would happen to them if they had a worldly king ruling over them. And so in verses 10-17 Samuel explain to them the nature of worldly rulers. From Samuel’s warning the big thing we notice is that worldly rulers take, take, take. They will take our sons and turn some of them into soldiers and the others into workers. (v10-12) They will take our daughters and will put them to work as beauticians, waitresses and cooks. (v13) They will take our best land and what we produce and give it to their friends. (v14-15) They will take the best of our possessions for their personal use until we virtually become their slaves. (v16-17) Nowhere in these verses do we see it mentioned what the rulers will give to the people. God was concerned for his children and how they would suffer under the oppression of worldly rulers. He wanted them to know up front what they were getting into. But his final warning is the most dreadful. When his people realize the mistake of asking for a king and cry out to God for relief, He will not answer them. They would be left to fend for themselves; God would not rescue them from the mess they got themselves into. 
Samuel had to deliver this message knowing they probably would not accept it. How do you feel when you study the Bible with someone and then they stop not accepting the gospel? It hurts. But from this passage we learn that sometimes all we can do is present the truth, whether it is a message of salvation or of condemnation, and just walk away. Sometimes all we are is just a messenger. If they won’t listen, we have done all we could. All we can do is plant the seed. God is the one that makes it grow. It may be tempting to change the gospel message and tell people what they want to hear in order to make it more appealing so that they will accept us and we can see results. However we are called not to change God’s message but to simply deliver His message, we can’t make people believe it but we can make them hear it.    

What was Israel’s response? Let’s read verses 19-20. “But the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles.” When the people heard Samuel’s warning it was as if they were putting their fingers in their ears and shouting, “No, no, no!” This reminds me of my son Mikey. Sometimes when Julia tries to change his poopy diaper, he runs away saying, “No.” They didn’t want to listen to Samuel’s warning any longer. 
Their reason for wanting a king is so that they could be like other nations. Sadly this is not what God intended. From the beginning, Israel was supposed to be different. Their look, dress, circumcision, dietary laws, everything including their government was supposed to indicate that they were different, a separate people, set apart, a holy people chosen by God. Out of all nations, Israel was God’s treasured possession. (Ex 19:5) But they lost sight of who they were. They lost their spiritual identity. They should have made other nations want to be like them, but they ended up wanting to be like other nations. Instead of looking at how much God had blessed them, they began to envy godless people. They wanted to have the same things as godless people have; to have their possessions, their success, their freedom. 
From time to time this may happen to us. As God’s people we have to live by a different set of rules; God’s rules. As God’s people, we are commanded to be different. Ungodly people get two days off each week, but Christians only have one. Sunday is a day we have to get up early and it is like a work day in many aspects. Non Christians don’t have to go to meetings during the week, like the Monday meeting, Friday meeting, bible club meeting, one to one meetings, etc. We are called to love our enemy and be joyful always. We are to be patient, kind, gentle and faithful. These are all great qualities but the world portrays them as stiff, old fashioned and boring. The world entices us into thinking that living according to the sinful nature is exciting, adventurous and everyone is doing it so why not jump right on in. However it is a tragedy if we become like the world giving up God because it is all a lie told by Satan. The Israelites thought that having a king would give them freedom but in reality all the king would do is enslave them. 

When we reject God’s commands, we are rejecting him as our king because we don’t want to follow his rules. And essentially we are setting ourselves up as our own king. This reminds us of Eve in the Garden of Eden, who didn’t obey God’s command not to eat the fruit from the tree because she desired to be like God. (Gen 3) This is very dangerous for this desire comes from Satan. Mankind is generally selfish and always looks out for themselves. Israelites wanted a king because they were out for themselves. They didn’t even think about what God wanted. God is the Creator, they should have found out God’s will and direction and followed it, but instead they were telling God what to do, “give us a king.” Their relationship with God was broken. They were “separated” and now they want to make the divorce official.

God told Samuel, “Listen to them and give them a king.” God is very gracious and he doesn’t destroy them for their disobedience. Instead he gives into their demand. When God said, “listen to them,” he was giving them over to their desires. This reminds me of Romans 1, where God gives his people over to the sinful desires of their heart. God will not stand in our way. If we continue to push against the will of God, eventually he will let us go down the path we seek. But we have to be careful of what we wish for. 
We are not dumb, we know the consequences of sin and yet we do it anyway. Why? The reason we do it, is because we want to. We sin because we want to. Knowing that something is bad for us is not enough. Israel’s stubbornness, should teaches us that knowledge or information or truth doesn’t change us. How many people know about the warning of cancer on every cigarette pack and yet they do not stop smoking. Going over the speed limit, drinking and driving, texting and driving are all bad for us, the list goes on and on. Education may clarify, but it can not transform. We know sinning is wrong, but we go on to do it anyway. Why? It’s because we have been lead astray by the master of this world, Satan. He has deceived us into believing his lie. 
If one thing the last presidential election has shown us, is that the people wanted a change from worldly rulers. They had hope and wanted to follow someone they can believe in. But what they failed to realize is that it doesn’t come through a man. I too want to follow someone who inspires me, who I can believe in, someone who really cares for me. I want a king that I can give my life to, someone who is not going to take advantage of me and use me for his own personal gain. Someone who is not going to use me up and throw me away. Jesus is that person. He is the only one that meets those standards, that fits the bill. Jesus came so that we may have life to the full and not to use us up and throw us away. Jesus gave his life and paid the price for our sin, so that our relationship with God could be restored. Jesus gave up his position and glory in heaven to be despised and rejected for us. Jesus came so that we could see what our real king is like. The only question we have now is, are we willing to deny ourselves and follow him.  
