The Lord Hears His People

1 Samuel 9:1-10:27
KV 9:16: “About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin.  Anoint him leader over my people Israel; he will deliver my people from the hand of the Philistines.  I have looked upon my people, for their cry has reached me.”


On that old cartoon, the Simpsons, there was one episode where the kids, Bart and Lisa, asked their mom if they can eat the candy they collected from trick-or-treating that Halloween night.  Obviously, parents know that candy at night is a bad idea for any child.  But sometimes, the kids look so sweet, and you love them, and you give in.  So Marge, the mother, allowed their kids to eat some candy, but warned them not to eat too much, or they would have nightmares.  Being kids, they all ate too much candy, and each one of them had nightmares.

The example does not pick up the seriousness of the Israelites rejecting God as their king, but the idea was that God wanted to save his children, the people of Israel, but they were stubborn in asking for a king.  God warned them, if they received a king, they would have to give up a lot of what they have, and though he would save them from the Philistines, he would not save them from their own king.  Still, they persisted, and God proceeded to find his children a king, whom he would use to deliver them from the hands of the Philistines.  God’s heart was set on delivering them, and to this day, God continues to work to deliver his people out of sin, guilt and shame through his son Jesus Christ.  Let’s take a look at how God worked then, to get an idea of how God works now, and what our responsibilities are.

Let’s begin with God’s choice for a king.  Verse 1-2 says, “There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin.  He had a son named Saul, an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites – a head taller than any of the others.”  Saul came from a well-known family, perhaps they were somewhat wealthy, or had some kind of influence in town.  His father was a man of standing.  Not only that, but Saul was a pretty outstanding man himself.  He was quite impressive, the Bible says.  Sometimes when you look at some people, you think to yourself – wow, that guy’s gonna be somebody.  He was tall, so everyone looked up to him.  If he was in our ministry, he’d be a head taller than the tallest guy here.  And probably a bit handsomer than the handsomest guy here.  Maybe sing better than the best singer here.  But here was a man you could really look at and say, wow.  

He was reliable, and dependable, and not afraid to do the most meaningless tasks.  We see later that his father lost his donkeys, and Saul willingly sets out to look for them.  Even though he was the son of a man of standing, and his family had status, and even though he was an impressive man, he was not above doing menial tasks.  It’s like trying to find a lost dog in the neighborhood.  Some people just put up some signs and hopes someone else will find them, but here Saul went for miles searching for his father’s lost donkeys.  He was also a very considerate son.  When he was out too late, he decided to go back to his father, or else his father would become concerned for him.  Who can say that about their kids?  When I was younger, I used to always come home late, and my mom would never get used to it – she would always be awake until she knew I came home safe.  We have some young adults with us today – but I pray we can learn from Saul to be considerate to our parents.


After searching for the donkeys for some time, Saul and his servant ended up near the town of Zuph.  If you remember from the first chapter of Samuel, this is where Samuel was born.  Stuck and without an answer, Saul’s servant spoke up in verse 6, saying, “Look, in this town there is a man of God; he is highly respected and everything he says comes true. Let’s go there now.  Perhaps he will tell us what way to take.”  So they went into the town to see the servant, and they met some girls coming out to draw water.  They asked them, “Is the seer here,” and notice how the girls respond: they didn’t just say, “Yeah, right up there,” they were very detailed: “As soon as you enter the town, you will find him before he goes up to the high place to eat.  The people will not begin eating until he comes, because he must bless the sacrifice; afterward, those who are invited will eat.  Go up now; you should find him about this time.”

This sacrifice is one of the most important customs that the Israelites practice.  This was one of the monthly sacrifices ordained by God, as an offering for the sins of the people.  We can learn two things here.  First, how to be a helpful Christian.  Notice how the servant, not Saul, suggested to see the man of God.  Sometimes, when our friends are at a loss for answers, perhaps we could direct them to some Godly advice.  Next, notice how common servant girls were extremely knowledgeable about the customs of God.  When someone asks, questions such as, why do you baptize, or why do you have communion and eat bread and drink wine?  We should be prepared to give answers, just like the girls here by the well.


Second, we get insight into the spiritual knowledge of Saul and his servant, particularly Saul.  Saul and his servant could not have been out more than half a day, so they must have been pretty close to their hometown, but they still did not know who the greatest man in Israel was, nor did they seem to know the custom of the monthly sacrifice to God, performed by Samuel.  Saul, though he was an exemplary human being externally, did not really know or understand who God was, but as we see later, the people immediately liked him and accepted him.  Saul, though he was a good man outwardly, was a man the people wanted, but not necessarily a man after God’s own heart.

So Saul and his servant went up to town to look for the seer, and they actually ran into him on the way in.  Samuel was coming toward them, and Saul approached him and cordially asked, “Would you please tell me where the seer’s house is?”  Here we can also see what a humble type of man Samuel was.  Here was the highest leader in Israel, the judge of Israel, its seer and prophet – but there was nothing about his appearance that distinguished him.  He did not have the finest clothing, nor was he surrounded by an entourage of servants and bodyguards – but he just looked like a regular person walking by himself.  If President Obama walked down the street, you would notice, but you probably wouldn’t notice a man like Samuel.

Verses 15 and 16 say, “Now the day before Saul came, the Lord had revealed this to Samuel: ‘About this time tomorrow I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin.  Anoint him leader over my people Israel; he will deliver my people from the hand of the Philistines.  I have looked upon my people, for their cry has reached me.’”  The day before Saul came, the Lord said I will send you a man from the land of Benjamin.  Was it just random, that the donkeys got lost?  Was it just a coincidence, that Saul and his servant traveled seemingly aimlessly around for miles, to end up here at Zuph?  Was it by blind chance, that Saul met Samuel, this day, this hour?  No, it was God who planned everything.  It was God who engineered their circumstances to meet, and it is God who engineers the circumstances in our lives to accomplish his plans.

This is the power and work of our Lord.  Do you think it was random, that someone on campus asked you to study the Bible?  Do you think it was just a coincidence, that you found us on the internet?  Do you think it is blind chance that you found this worship service, or that you’re here today, or that you were born into this ministry, or came by some other means?  No, it was God who brought us here, and it is God who engineers our circumstances, ultimately, for his glory.  Sometimes they may be favorable, sometimes not so – so we shouldn’t ask why he put us in certain situations, the important question to consider is, can I trust him in any situation?  The Lord said in verse 16: “he will deliver my people from the hand of the Philistines.”  Can we trust the Lord to deliver us, when it looks like everything’s coming against us or not going our way?  Knowing and trusting that God is always in control, gives us this strength.


Sometimes, this takes great humility – as we’ll see exemplified in both Samuel and Saul.  We remember that Saul had great concern for his father and his father’s donkeys, and in verse 19 he alleviates Saul’s concern for them by telling him they have been found.  This may have been a bit strange for Saul, he could have been thinking… “Who told you about my donkeys,” but this was also a good demonstration and proof to Saul that Samuel was a seer and a great prophet of God.

So then, Samuel said something even more strange to Saul: “And to whom is all the desire of Israel turned, if not to you and all your father’s family.”  All the desire of Israel – Israel’s desire for a king, a leader, would be found in Saul.  In humility, Saul answered, “But am I not a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of all the clans of the tribe of Benjamin?  Why do you say such a thing to me?”  I think just about some 230 years before Saul, the tribe of Benjamin was nearly wiped out in a battle with Israel, where over 25,000 men were reduced to just 600, and all of the men of Israel had taken an oath not to give their wives to the remaining men of Benjamin (Judges 20).  To say that all of Israel wanted or desired someone from that tribe was shocking.


After the blessing of the sacrifice and as the feast began, Samuel took Saul and his servant to the hall and seated them at the head of the table.  He also asked the cook to bring the piece of meat that was laid aside, and gave it to Saul.  The head of the table was the seat reserved for Samuel, the judge of Israel, but we see here he has given it to Saul.  The piece of meat set aside was also meant for the leader of Israel, which was also given to Saul.  Here we can see Samuel’s humble obedience to God.  There was no evidence of jealousy, envy, or threat but he moved aside and became a servant to the person who would replace him.  He had the highest and most prestigious position in Israel, but he knew that obedience to the will of God was much more important.

After the feast was over, Samuel and Saul talked on the roof of their house.  It was during this time he may have told him about Israel’s request for a king, how God chose him, and maybe even some tips and guidelines about how to rule a kingdom.  God has chosen the king for Israel, and next he would prepare him for kingship.

In the morning when they woke up, Samuel called up to Saul on the roof of his house to come down and get ready to go home.  As they walked toward the edge of town, Samuel asked Saul to tell his servant to go on ahead.  The servant did so, and as they were standing at the edge of town, Samuel anointed Saul with a flask of oil, kissed him and said, “Has not the Lord anointed you leader over his inheritance?”  The anointing and use of anointing oil was a special ritual reserved only for priests (Exodus 30), and anyone else who poured the oil on themselves was to be cut off from the people.  Later, and as we see here, kings were also allowed to participate in this custom.  We also see here that Samuel kissed Saul.  We might not understand that in this culture, but Samuel’s kiss here symbolized his acceptance and submission to this new king.


After this, Samuel gave Saul some signs to confirm that the Lord has chosen him as king.  He says first Saul will go to Rachel’s tomb.  She was the ancestor of Saul, and had 2 children, Joseph and Benjamin – she died when she was giving birth to Benjamin (Gen 35:18).  Taking Saul to the tomb of his ancestor would give a reminder of who he is, where he came from, and is also a sobering reminder of death, and that we keep nothing when we die.  At the tomb he would meet some people who would tell him about the donkeys.  After that he would go near the great tree of Tabor, and meet three men carrying 3 young goats, 3 loaves of bread and a bottle of wine.  The were going up to God at Bethel, and what they were carrying were offerings to the Lord, and Saul was to take two loaves of bread from them.  This was humbling for him as a king, because his very first tributes as king were not silver or gold, but were two loaves of bread.  Perhaps this also made him remember to depend on God for his daily bread, and also, because it made him act as a beggar, he could have an appreciation and concern for the poor and the needy.

After that, he would go down to Gibeah of God, where there was a Philistine outpost, and where he would meet a procession of prophets playing musical instruments and prophesying.  The sign here would be that the Spirit of the Lord would come upon  Saul with great power, and two things would happen: 1. He would prophesy with them and 2. He will be changed into a different person.  At first I wondered what this would look like where a group of people were prophesying.  Today we tend to think that they would probably be chanting or each of them shouting out something that would happen in the future, but prophesying in the Bible, and at this time, looks very similar to praise and thanksgiving.  I Chron 25:3 says, “As for Jeduthun, from his sons: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah and Mattithiah, six in all, under the supervision of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied, using the harp in thanking and praising the Lord.”  So simply put, we can probably imagine that when this procession of prophets would prophesy, they were simply making music and singing praise and thanksgiving to the Lord.

The other thing that would happen is that Saul would be changed into a different person.  This is interesting to note, because the Spirit of God does change us.  And Saul changed – from someone who was concerned about his father’s donkeys to someone who would be angry against the enemies of Israel and a protector of God’s inheritance – his people Israel.  He was changed from a common man into a king.  Also not that the text says he changed into different person, and that does not necessarily mean a new person, but Saul was different.  The promise is a little different for us today.  2 Cor 5:17 says, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!”  In Christ, we become something completely different, we are a new creation.  This is something we need to accept; that any of us who are in Christ, we are no longer the same, the old has gone, the new has come, and we are a brand new creation.


Samuel then says to Saul in verse 7: “Once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you.”  These signs are the confirmation that God would be with Saul, and so whatever he did was the will of God, because God was with him.  In our day today, we are also given signs, but not like the signs Samuel is telling Saul here.  Eph 1:13-14 says “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession – to the praise of his glory.”  Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.”  Some signs we can look for in our life are: do we desire to live by the Holy Spirit, are our minds at peace, do we desire to become less, so that God may become more?  Samuel exemplified some of these things.  And when God is with you, whatever your hands find to do, is also God’s will, and we are encouraged to do them.

Samuel finally tells Saul to go down to Gilgal, and wait for him for 7 days … but it is here which we will see in a couple of weeks will be Saul’s downfall.  (He did not wait on the Lord or trust in Him, but in his haste, he sinned greatly by doing something only priests should do.)

As Saul turned to leave Samuel, God changed Saul’s heart, and all these signs were fulfilled that day.  When they arrived at Gibeah, Saul joined in their procession and began to prophecy.  Remember Gibeah was the hometown of Saul.  These people knew Saul, and perhaps remembered this good looking, tall, nice, but not really a spiritual man.  So they questioned this, saying, “Is this the son of Kish?”  We can also see here the hand of God working, because it eventually became a saying, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”  As this saying spread throughout his hometown, this smoothed his transition to king.  People generally accepted and looked up to prophets, and now that they had this question in mind, “Is Saul also among the prophets,” it would be much easier for them to accept that he can also be king.  Prophets, who were understood to be messengers of God, seemed better fitted to be kings.

So Saul’s uncle had asked him, “Where have you been?” and Saul told him he had went to Samuel.  When asked what Samuel said to him, Saul replied that he assured them about the donkeys, but didn’t say anything about the kingship.  At this point, no one knew except him and Samuel about the anointing.  Here we can see Saul’s humility and modesty.  This news was big, absolutely huge, and he was able to still keep it a secret.  At work, when I got promoted I told the whole world about it right away, but here Saul kept a good secret.  It might have also been wise for him, because news of this could have stirred up some conflict or jealousy before he would be confirmed.

Samuel had called all the people at Mizpah, and the time came now to reveal the king.  He reminded them, and reprimanded them of the sin they had committed when they rejected God.  God had been faithful to them, delivering them time and time again whenever they cried out to him since he saved them at Egypt, but time and time again they have rejected him, and now they desired a king, so they all came forward.


The selection of the king was chosen by casting lots – to prove that this was the work of God.  Casting lots is like a random drawing, and out of this random choosing for the king, the tribe of Benjamin was chosen, then the clan of Matri, and finally Saul himself, chosen by lot.  When he was chosen, he was nowhere to be found.  Saul ran away and hid, and was probably hoping that if he wasn’t chosen someone else would be.  Maybe the would do a re-pick.  But instead they inquired to God, and God revealed Saul’s location, further confirming that this was indeed the work of God.  

Now why would Saul hide?  It could be for many reasons.  He could have been fearful of the great responsibilities and duties of being a king.  He could have been fearful at his own weaknesses.  One thing is for sure – he thought he was small in his own eyes and not fit for the job, but ironically, sometimes that what the Lord is looking for – so that He could receive the glory. 2 Cor 12:9-10 reads, “But he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.’”  Humility is necessary in order for God to work through us, so we must always remember to humble ourselves and to be humble.

Once Saul was brought out, he did not need to be brought to any stage or stand, he was tall enough that everyone could see him, and the people were satisfied with what they saw, and accepted him.  They shouted, “Long live the king!”  There was no qualifications, no tests, and they were not even concerned whether or not he sought after God, but he looked good and superficially fit the role.  After their immediate acceptance Samuel explained the regulations of kingship to the people, wrote it down and deposited the scroll before the Lord, and sent everyone to his own home.  There was no celebration yet, even after this momentous event, the people just went back home.  Saul also went back home, humbly.  He did not move into a bigger city, or try to have any palaces built, but simply went home.  And he already won some loyal supporters.  There were a few valiant men who had accompanied him, whose hearts were touched by God.  These were some who were satisfied with God’s choice for their king.


There were some however, who had hard hearts.  They may have known that he was from the little tribe of Benjamin, and disdained him, or that he was not a real prophet, in any case they grumbled, “How can this fellow save us?” They despised him and brought him no gifts.  But Saul kept silent.  As king with his valiant men, he could have had them punished, but at this time he showed his humility, and extended some grace to these opponents.


We have seen how God works in response to his people’s cry for deliverance.  He engineers circumstances to carry out his plan, he gives us signs that he is with us and working among us, and we see how powerfully he works when we become humble.  Let us all turn our hearts back to God.  We need to be patient and trust and wait on the Lord, and we need to pray.  That can make all the difference.  He is working, he was always working, and he hasn’t stopped working to save us.  To save us from our bondage to lust, to pride, to pornography, to impatience, to envy.  To save us from an utterly depraved mind.  He can save us.  
I was once bound by lust and pleasure seeking, this was when I used to travel frequently and was away from home, and week after week I would have cycles of exhaustion and sickness, guilt and shame for what I’ve done.  But God led me back to Chicago and slowly I was able to leave that old life.  God showed me what was right, and I followed his leading – doing what the Spirit would desire – and life was restored to me.  This world is full of sin, deception and temptations – those who see this cry out in their hearts for deliverance, and God has provided that through Jesus Christ, his Son, who put those things to death through the sacrifice of his own life.  Acknowledge your sin, acknowledge your need for a Savior, and cry out in your hearts to God.  He is gracious, and will look upon all who call on his Name, and deliver you.
