Listen Carefully to What Jesus Says
Luke 9:37-56

KV: 44 “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.”


Have you ever heard the phrase, “In one ear and out the other?”  Have you ever used it?  It is used to describe when someone does something completely different than what you told the person, as if they did not hear what was said.  Last week we studied about the true identity of Jesus, and heard God say, “This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him.”  So how carefully do we listen to Jesus?  Does his teaching go “in one ear and out the other?”  How long can you remember what was preached on Sunday after the worship service is over?  I’m sure for some of us, by Friday we would have forgotten what last week’s message was about.


But seriously, listening carefully to Jesus is extremely important.  Not only is that what God commands us to do, but it is the only way to truly live life.  Think about this: why is it that in this enlightened “Age of Information” do we find a society that is increasingly selfish, depressed and unfulfilled?  Why is it that advertising persistently peddles the answer to your problems: “Get this book.  Buy these pills.  Try this diet…” but we always seem to end up back where we started?  Have we not progressed from the Age of Reason, a book published over 200 years ago, which professed that progress and human perfection can be achieved by human intellect alone, without the aid of God?  Has there been any progress toward human perfection without the aid of God?

We keep trying to look to the things in this world for answers, but it always and consistently brings us to a dead end, no matter how creative we get.  Where is the progress?  Where is that human perfection?  In a world which only offers us lies, the truth can only be found in one place: in the word of God.  If we are to break out of the destructive cycle of this world, we must listen carefully to Jesus’ words.  It is through Jesus our lives are changed and our lives are truly meaningful and have impact in this world.  Through this study, we will look at 4 points on how listening carefully Jesus changes our lives: the first is that it makes us effective workers.  Second, it makes us humble servants, third, it makes us love our neighbors and the fourth and most compelling reason I shall save for last.  Please listen carefully.

First, listening to Jesus carefully makes us effective workers.  Look at verse 40: “I begged your disciples to drive it out, but they could not.”  The next day after his transfiguration, Jesus, Peter, John and James came down from the mountain when a large crowd met them, and a man in the crowd brought his demon-possessed son to Jesus.  When the man told Jesus the disciples could not drive it out, Jesus lamented, “O unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall I stay with you and put up with you?”  Why could the disciples not drive this demon out?  In Mark 9:29, when the disciples had asked him why, he replied to them, “This kind can come out only by prayer.”  What does this suggest?  It suggests that the disciples’ prayer life was weak.  Maybe the disciples thought they were good enough, since they’ve done this before, and thought that they didn’t need to seek God’s counsel on this one.  The end result was that they failed in what they tried to do.  

John Sung was born in 1901 and was one of China’s greatest missionaries.  Just briefly, he came to America when he was 19, received a bachelor’s, master’s and doctorate in 5 years.  On the boat ride back to China, he realized that China needed less science teachers, and more preachers, so he threw all his diplomas, medals and fraternity keys overboard.  His life was marked by prayer, he had a habit of waking at 5am and pray for 2-3 hours daily, and kept an ever increasing list of prayers, which he wrote down.  Today there are millions of Christians in China, and he was one of the first missionaries to lay the groundwork for this number today.
Prayer is the most important task that we must learn to do well.  Otherwise we will run the risk of relying on our own wisdom and understanding, and when faced with a great task, we may not succeed.  Let us examine our prayer lives – do we just go through the motions and recite a rote prayer, do we simply go through a to do list for God, or are we in true and deep conversation with Him?  Prayer is a privilege for those who are in Christ Jesus, and it is a task we must not neglect.  It is a privilege given to us that makes us effective workers.  Jesus’ own life was marked by much prayer, and following his example, let us be compelled to pray.

Second, listening to Jesus carefully makes us humble servants.  So you might ask, what’s so great about being a humble servant?  I’ll try to answer that.  Look at verses 46 and 48.  “An argument started among the disciples as to which of them would be the greatest…  Whoever welcomes this little child in my name welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.  For he who is least among you all – he is the greatest.’”  A little child needs much care and attention, they cannot take care of themselves, nor can they pay you back for your care.  In this way, Jesus asks us to be servant and serve others as we would serve and welcome children.  
Next, he teaches them a principle about humility, in verse 48b, “For he who is least among you all – he is the greatest.”  This seems like a paradox but represents an important spiritual truth, one in which people recognize regardless of their beliefs. Luke 14:11 says, “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”  

In the movie, the Princess Bride, the main character is a lowly peasant named Westley, who humbly and graciously serves a beautiful maiden, Buttercup, and knows how to say only one phrase: “As you wish.”  After being captured by pirates, it was reported that he was dead, but the truth was that he became a legendary pirate, and transformed into this charming, witty and valiant hero.  On the other side was the villain, Prince Humperdinck, who was a proud and powerful prince who was scheming and conniving to manipulate his people and expand his kingdom, destined to be defeated by the hero.  Though this is a secular movie, we see this same concept of the humble being exalted and the exalted being humble.  There is a natural attraction to humility, and a natural aversion to pride and arrogance.

The most compelling reason that we should be humble, however, is that Jesus made himself humble, and served as an example for us to follow.  The kingdom of God operates on the basis of love, not fear, and all of Jesus’ actions are grounded in pure and perfect love.  Jesus could have come into this world in a flash of lightning and blazed and torched the towns that rejected him, but he did not come like that.  He came as a baby, born in the lowliest conditions and lived among the sick and poor.  All who came to him he welcomed with open arms.  He washed his disciples’ feet and taught them to do the same.  Jesus showed us that the only way to live a life of love, is to live humbly.  The humble life is a life marked by love, but the proud life is a life marked by fear.

Third, listening to Jesus carefully makes us love our neighbors.  Look at what the disciples said in verse 54, “When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?’”  First of all, I do not know where the disciples got the idea that they had the authority to call fire down in heaven.  Perhaps out of their anger of rejection they spoke their mind.  Second, you see that they have elevated themselves to the position of God – as those who have the power and right to judge who lives and who dies.  And even if that is a power God grants to some, like our judges in criminal courts, still, their request is a reckless abuse of power.  There was no respect or regard for life, only retribution.  Jesus did not like this at all, and turned and rebuked them for it.

You may be familiar with the phrase and idea to “Hate the sin, but not the sinner,” but this is often easier said than done.  When someone sins against us, we would tend to hate that person too, and itch to see his undoing, but what we are blind to is our hypocrisy.  We practice this concept of “Hate the sin, love the sinner” with our own selves, but not with others.  CS Lewis recognized this hypocrisy in himself, as he wrote, “How can you hate what a man did and not hate the man?  But years later it occurred to me that there was one man to whom I had been doing this all my life – namely myself.”  We easily excuse ourselves for our sins.  We justify lying, we give in to pride and lustful fantasies, we hold grudges and give in to fear and worry.  Yet, despite these things we continue to love ourselves though we hate the things we do.

The second greatest command is also known as the golden rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  We can still hate sin, and we rightfully should, but instead of hating the person who does it, we ought to love him, and treat him as we would treat ourselves.  CS Lewis gives some good advice on this apparent dichotomy of loving the man, but hating his sin: He says, “[We should] hate [sins] in the same way we hate things in ourselves: being sorry that the man should has done such a thing, and hoping, if it is any way possible, that somehow, sometime, somewhere, he can be cured and made human again. (read again)”  Jesus had this exact same hope for us:  When he was rejected from the region of the Garasenes in Luke 8, he did not punish the people, but instead left them with a missionary.  He has the same hope for the Samaritans in this part of the passage – that somehow, sometime, they will be cured.  The disciples did not love their neighbors, they wished them dead, but Jesus shows that we must love our neighbors and wish them cured.

Finally, the fourth and most compelling reason to listen to Jesus carefully is this: because he has come to save you.  Look at verse 44: “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men.”  The disciples did not understand this at the time, but Jesus wanted to plant this seed in their hearts so that when everything was done, they would understand what he meant and know that he is God.  The Son of Man was going to be betrayed into the hands of men.  This was prophesied hundreds of years before he was born in Zechariah 11:12-13.

What does it mean that the Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men?  It meant that he would lay down his life, for us.  What do I mean by lay down his life?  You see, Jesus is the Son of God, he was God here on earth, he had the fullness of God in Him.  He was both man and God at the same time.  So how could he be betrayed into the hands of insignificant men?  How could he become a victim of the sins of men?  It was because God allowed it.  God allowed his Son to be betrayed into the hands of men.

But why?  Because it was his will.  It was the only way a just and righteous God could justify bringing sinners back into his presence, by placing our sins onto his Son.  Jesus was perfect in every way, but traded places with us, and taking our sins he enabled us to be made perfect.  He restores us not only back to God, but also back to original glory that God meant for us to have.  You are precious in his sight!
Listen to Isaiah 53:10-12, “Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.  After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.  Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors.  For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession with the transgressors.”
Listen to Jesus, and listen to Him carefully.  We like to say that Jesus will change your life, when you listen carefully to him.  That is, when you really listen, like trust and obey, not like “in one ear, out the other.”  And yes, it will change in ways like making you a more effective worker.  You will become humble, and a good servant.  You will also be able to truly love your neighbor as yourself and fulfill the golden rule.  And all these things are good, but the greatest and most compelling reason to listen carefully to Jesus is because he has come to save us.  Recognize that you are a lost sinner in this world.  Recognize that the world has nothing to offer you for your salvation and perfection.  History can prove this.  Finally, by listening carefully to what he says, you will be able to live according to the truth, and not only will your soul be saved, but you will also be equipped to save others.   
