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Have Courage for the Battle is the Lord’s

1 Samuel 17:1-58

Key Verse: 17:47

“All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

Courage is said to be, if not the best, one of the best human virtues. It enables us to face difficulty, danger, or pain without fear. Ernest Hemingway defined it as “Grace under pressure.” Andrew Jackson said, “One man with courage makes a majority.” But David linked it to his faith in God. Through today’s passage we take a closer look at David and how he took courage to face the giant in his life. 
I. A giant challenges Israel (1-10)

Look at verse 1-3. “Now the Philistines gathered their forces for war and assembled at Socoh in Judah. They pitched camp at Ephes Dammim, between Socoh and Azekah. Saul and the Israelites assembled and camped in the Valley of Elah and drew up their battle line to meet the Philistines. The Philistines occupied one hill and the Israelites another, with the valley between them.” The battle lines were drawn in the Valley of Elah. It began as any other battle when the Philistines gathered their army on one hill and the Israelites on another. As the Israelites watched their enemy, Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine camp and stood before them. He was their champion a giant of a man standing over 9 feet tall. Everything was big about this guy, even his armor/weapons weighted as much as some other men. 
The ancient Greeks, to whom the Philistines were apparently related, sometimes decided issues of war through chosen champions who met in combat. Look at verses 8-10. “Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us. Then the Philistine said, "This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” Goliath stood alone except for his shield bearer before him, and issued a bold challenge to the army of Israel. How did they respond? When they heard his words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. (v11) When Goliath spoke, their knees shook. This of course was Goliath’s exact intention and the battle was over before it began. And Saul had special reason to be afraid. Goliath was the giant among the Philistines, and Saul was head and shoulder taller than other Israelite men. (1 Sam 9:2) So Saul was the logical choice to square off against Goliath. Yet when Saul heard Goliath, he was terrified and when their leader was terrified, so was the rest of the army. This was not always so. At the start of his reign, Saul was known as a fierce and successful military leader. (1Sam 14:52) But that was before the Spirit of the Lord had departed from him (1 Sam 16:14). As the Spirit of the Lord left Saul, so did his courage. The giant was able to defeat Saul and his enemy with fear alone. Satan often uses this strategy against us. Not many of us have to fight against physical enemies like Goliath, but each of us have our own spiritual giants to battles against. The devil uses fear to paralyze us so that we give up before we fight. The key to courage is to have the Spirit of the Lord. When the Spirit of the Lord left Saul, he began to depend upon himself. But he saw his limitations and could go no farther. (At the very least they could have planned something, but he only said, “We’re all going to die!”) Why do we fear the giants in our life? It’s because we don’t have the Spirit of the Lord with us & we depend on our own abilities. And when we run into our own limitations, fear overwhelms us. But when we are filled with the Holy Spirit all fear is gone. Jesus said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”(Mt 19:26) 
II. A boy, a stone, and his faith (11-58)
David was the youngest of the eight sons of Jesse. His three oldest brothers followed Saul off to war (v13) while he stayed back to tend the sheep. His is said to be about 15 years old when his father sends him on an errand to take supplies to his brothers on the front line. (v18) Meanwhile for the last forty days Goliath has been defying the armies of Israel. Like clockwork Goliath would make his stand every morning and evening. (v16) Whenever they heard his voice, their hearts sank and they could not enjoy breakfast or dinner. Day after day, Goliath would taunt and mock the armies of Israel, exposing them all, especially Saul, as cowards who would run from a fight. 

As David reached the camp the army was going out to its battle positions, shouting the war cry. He ran to greet his brothers. Look at verses 23&24. “As he was talking with them, Goliath, the Philistine champion from Gath, stepped out from his lines and shouted his usual defiance, and David heard it. When the Israelites saw the man, they all ran from him in great fear.” David sees Goliath make his arrogant challenge, and the fear of Israel’s soldiers. Then entire Israelite army was terrified. Not one of them would take on Goliath. In fact they didn’t ever want to make eye contact in fear that Goliath might choose them. 

Look at verse 25. David overhears the soldiers talking about the king’s reward to the one who kills Goliath. The situation had become so desperate, that Saul had to offer a bribe - a cash reward, a princess, and a life long tax exemption - to induce someone, anyone to beat Goliath. Here we can see that Saul did not depend upon God but upon men. What was David’s response when he heard about the reward? Verse 26b says, “…Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?” While the other soldiers focused on the danger of the battle or the rewards, David alone focused on the reputation of Israel and the honor of God. This shows that David was a man after God’s own heart who cared about the things God cares about. He saw the problem in spiritual terms, not in the world’s terms. When the soldiers said, “this man,” David said, “this uncircumcised Philistine.” When they said, “he has come up to defy Israel,” David said, “he defied the armies of the living God.” David saw things from God’s perspective, while the men of Israel could only see them from man’s view. Because of this David’s attitude is completely different than the other men of Israel, including King Saul. He is not afraid at all but is concerned with God’s cause above everything else including his own personal safety or his own glory or honor. Where did David get this courage? Each man out there wished to be the hero, the one strong enough to go out there but NONE of them had the courage. What made David different from ALL the other men? 

First, David had a real relationship with God. God was as real to him as his brothers, or even as Goliath was. Because of his relationship, he knew that God was bigger than Goliath. There is no short cut in the life of faith. We must spend time in prayer and fellowship with God, developing a relationship with him, which is vital to a victorious life. Then God is our strength. Ps 73:26-27 say, “My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. Those who are far from you will perish; you destroy all who are unfaithful to you.” Second, David was following the simple, humble instructions of his father. “Go take these things to you brothers,” and he did just that. We often think that we must be delivered from the normal duties of life before we can be used of God. But God wants to use us in and through the normal duties of life.

What David said was overheard and reported to Saul, and Saul sent for him. David didn’t show a lot of backbone, but he showed a lot more than anyone else did, so it was worth reporting to Saul. Look at verse 32. “David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.” Saul had waited a long time - at least 40 days - to hear someone say these words. But to hear them now, from the mouth of this boy, almost seemed like a cruel joke. What made David think that he could do anything? When he said, “Let no one lose heart,” it probably sounded ridiculous coming from a teen-age boy. Or like youthful pride and overconfidence. But it wasn’t. David really did trust in God. His faith gave him his courage. Still Saul could not believe. So he said, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth.” (v33) Saul thought David could not do it because of his young age, small size, and lack of experience. This shows that Saul was looking at the battle purely in natural, outward terms. The outward “tale of the tape” said there was no way David could win. But the “tale of God’s tape” said there was no way David could lose. This reminds me of 2 Cor 5:7 which says, “We live by faith, not by sight.”
What Saul didn’t know was that God had prepared David for this exact battle when he was a lowly shepherd. Let’s read verses 34-37. “But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you.” All along, God was preparing David to fight Goliath. This is generally God’s pattern for preparation. He calls us to be faithful right where we are at, and then uses our faithfulness to accomplish greater things for Him. If David had run away scared at the lion or the bear, he would never have been ready to fight Goliath now. But he had been faithful then, so he will be faithful now. He risked his life to save one sheep while most people would have given it up for lost. It was true David was young in years, but he was old in experience because he watched how God worked around him. He gained experience by doing what he was called upon to do and through it he learned the faithfulness of God. He overcame the small things so that he could over come the big things. Likewise, we must do the same. In other words we must serve God with all our heart, where we are doing the duties God sets before us, so that when the time comes for us to stand as a lone man for Christ, we may be ready to do it. As a shepherd facing the lion and the bear, David had no idea he was being trained to fight a giant. Likewise, when we are in the midst of our “preparation,” we rarely see how God is going to use it. We just have to trust that God knows what he is doing. Yet now, David can look back and know that the same God who delivered him before will also deliver him now. David knew that if God helped in the past, he would help him now. Do you believe that God will deliver you in the times of trial? Do you really believe it? Do you trust God in all circumstances? You must believe that God will deliver you. He has promised to get you to your destination: God who has begun a good work in you will carry it on to completion. (Php 1:6). God may deliver you from trials or in the midst of trials, or even let you go through the trial, but He promised to always be with us, training us. 
Look at verses 38-39. “Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him and a bronze helmet on his head. David fastened on his sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. "I cannot go in these," he said to Saul, "because I am not used to them." So he took them off.” Saul was still in the natural, in the flesh, in the things that are merely outward. He figured that if this boy was going to beat Goliath, he would need the best armor in all Israel - the armor of the king. But his human plan didn’t work, because David was too small for the armor. This made the whole idea seem all the more ridiculous. Armor, military technology, or human wisdom would not win this battle; the Lord would win this battle. Often, people try to fight with another person’s armor. They see God do something wonderful through someone else, and they try to copy it without really making it their own. This is not how God’s work is done. We have to be ourselves and trust in the Lord and nothing else. David had to renounce Saul’s armor and trust in the Lord. Often we want a safe “middle ground” where we try to wear both kinds of armor. But God wants us to trust in Him and Him alone. Look at verse 40. “Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.” David used the same things he had used before. These were the same tools he had used to kill the lion and the bear. It was what he was familiar with and what God trained him to use. 
Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. Obviously, because of Goliath’s size and experience, it was not a “fair” fight. But to add to even that, it was two against one! Look at verses 42-44. “He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. "Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!" There was nothing - nothing - in David that struck fear or respect in Goliath’s heart. Goliath felt insulted that they sent David. Then the giant began to curse by his gods but what he didn’t know what that the God of heaven was on David’s side. Imagine Goliath’s deep, bass voice echoing against the hills. It must have struck fear into the heart of every Israelite soldier, and maybe even some of the Philistine soldiers! Then David answered with his teen-age voice, cracking from puberty. The Philistines would have laughed when they heard David’s voice, and the Israelites would have been mortified. But what David said, he said by faith. 
Look at verses 45-47. “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands.” There is strength in David’s words. When David said, “I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty,” it means, “I come as a representative of the Lord who has heavenly armies at His command. I am on a mission from God.” David was careful to say the Lord will deliver you into my hand. David was bold, but he was bold in God, not in himself. He knew that the battle belonged to the Lord. This whole incident made David famous. But that was not why he did it. He did it for the fame and the glory of the Lord, not his own name. He wanted all the earth to know that there is a God in Israel. At this point, it wasn’t enough for all the earth to know that there is a God in Israel. Israel needed to know that there was a God in Israel! Saul and the rest of the soldiers thought that the Lord could only save with sword and spear. They didn’t really believe that the battle is the Lord’s. David was about to give them some living proof!

Look at verses 48-49. “As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.” David knew that the battle belonged to the Lord. But when Goliath ran at him, he didn’t just look up into heaven and say, “O.K. Lord, now is the time to do it.” David knew that it was the Lord’s battle, and the Lord’s victory, but that he had something he was supposed to do in the battle. Many Christians struggle at this very point. Is God supposed to do it or am I? The answer is, “Yes!” God does it AND we do it. We need to trust God, rely on Him, and work as hard as we can! That’s how we see the work of God accomplished. Many times the giants in our life look way too big for us to handle. And they are. If we are alone. But when we stand on the side of God, everything is possible. How was David able to do the things he did? He could do it because he believed without a doubt that God is all powerful. His faith in God gave him courage. Courage is not closing our eyes and hoping for the best. Courage is using the gifts that God has given us, when he calls upon us. Sometimes we want to wait for everything to be just right. But when God calls us to go, we have to go and get ready along the way. David waited for the right time and he ran at the giant even without a stone in hand! What are your spiritual giants? What are you afraid of? Is it; your future, your job, your marriage, your children, your projects, your health? What is your Goliath? Is it too big for God? I pray that each of us may grow in faith and have courage to trust God in all circumstances for we know that the battle is not ours but the Lord’s. 

