Elizabeth (godly woman-lover of God)
Luke 1:5-60 (5-6; 24-25; 39-45; 57-60); Key verse: 1:60
“But his mother spoke up and said, ‘No! He is to be called John.’” 

Zechariah was a godly father who prepared a right environment for John the Baptist to be born and to grow as the forerunner of the Messiah Jesus. Zechariah grew through God’s word and divine discipline. There are many adults whose inner men are like that of cranky children. Such phenomena have caused a lot of problem in families as well as  in our society. May God raise godly men, godly husbands and godly fathers even through our ministry. Amen. 
Elizabeth was the wife of Zechariah and the mother of John the Baptist. She was a suitable helper to Zechariah. She was an inspiring mentor for young woman Mary. She was a godly mother for John the Baptist. She exemplifies universal motherhood for all through her servantship. May we learn servantship from Elizabeth so that God may raise powerful servants of God like John the Baptist from IIT and U of C. Amen.  

I. A suitable helper to Zechariah (5-6; 24-25)
The importance of woman’s role in family and society cannot be over-emphasized. When Eve listened to the temptation, Adam disobeyed God’s command and lost the paradise. But Sarah supported Abraham to listen to his word and to obey his command, Abraham grew to be a father of nations. Samuel became a shepherd of the united kingdom of Israel through Hannah’s prayer and unceasing support. Where there is a great man, there is a woman behind him. In the time of Herod king of Judea, even Jewish women must have been influenced by Greek and Roman culture. In the New Testament, there are many stories that indicate the influence. There was a girl who danced seductively to get attention from her step father in the palace. There are stories of prostitutes. There is a story of a woman who divorced 5 times and had several boyfriends. There is a story of another woman, possessed by 7 demons and so on. But Elizabeth was different. Look at verse 1. “In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.” There is a nuance that she had gotten married to Zech that they might serve God as a priestly family. She knew all about priests, their household mechanism and the work of God in the temple. She prepared his garments, food and the Bible so that he might concentrate on his mission as a priest. There is a saying, “woman is in charge at home, while man is a boss at work.” Elizabeth must have made godly environment at home for the family so that Zechariah could make godly environment at the temple for Israel. 
Elizabeth could do these because she had a personal relationship with God. Verse 6 says, “Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the commandments and regulations blamelessly.” Her life of faith was not rooted in Zechariah’s faith or his position. She was upright in the sight of God. She had personal time of studying the word and prayer. She loved God and had hope for the kingdom of God. Her personal faith in God’s word was the power source to support Zechariah and his public ministry.  
Still there was a problem in the family. They were childless, for she was barren. In the ancient time, woman was blamed for the barrenness of a family even if man is responsible medically. Her role as a wife was not enough. For the sake of priesthood, she was obligated to produce male child. So, her barrenness overshadowed everything. Some women might have gossiped about her barrenness. She felt disgrace from her heart. It seemed that the Lord has withdrawn his favor. From time to time, her personal faith was shaken. But she never gave up but sought after God’s mercy year after year until she became well along in years. 
Then one day something unusual happened to her family. Zechariah came home from the temple but couldn’t speak. He kept on making signs through his body languages. And soon she felt something in her body. She became pregnant! Wow. What did she do about it? Let’s read verse 24. “After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion.” She did not blow trumpet about her pregnancy. Instead, she remained silent in seclusion for five months. What must she have done for these five months? Was she getting out of morning sickness? Was she wondering about whether or not it was phantom-pregnancy? No! She must have contemplated about God and his purpose. She must have thought about Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and Hannah, who had the same problem and God’s deeper love for them. After 5 months of silent meditation she concluded on the matter in verse 25. “’The Lord has done this for me’, she said. ‘In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” Elizabeth’s 5 months’ seclusion reminds us of 1Peter 3:3-5a. “Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful.” 
Elizabeth’s gentle and quiet spirit made an environment for Zechariah to be a man of prayer and a servant of God’s word. Her gentle and quiet spirit was like a womb for John the Baptist to be born and grow as the forerunner of the Messiah. She was a suitable helper for Zechariah. 
II. Inspiring mentor (39-45)

We must pay special attention to verse 6, “Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations blamelessly.” This verse is a clue to understand how Elizabeth knew what God was doing not only for her future child but also for Mary and her child. Look at verses 39,40. Mary accepted the angel’s message to be the mother of Jesus, the Son of the Most High. Her submission, “I am the Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you have said,” was heroic. Yet, carrying out her mission to be a mother as an unmarried girl was not at all easy one. She was well aware of ultra-orthodox Jews of her town. She didn’t know how to handle all the possible scenarios that would denounce her claim and accuse her to be adulterous. How about the child? Would he be considered to be illegitimate? She needed a help. Immediately she got ready and hurried to a town in Judea to visit Elizabeth, her old cousin, whom the angel had talked about her pregnancy. Mary wanted to witness the miracle and have a chat with her. Still she did not know how Elizabeth would treat her. Anyway, she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth, “Shalom, Elizabeth!”   

So how did Elizabeth respond to Mary? She did not say, “How could you be pregnant? Tell me the truth. Who is that guy?” “Teenage pregnancy is a sign of the end of age!” No! Elizabeth was not a woman who lives according to common sense. She was not a haughty woman. She was not a woman of mere motherly instinct. He was a woman, full of the Holy Spirit. She was a spiritual woman. She had keen discernment and heart to encourage young people to glorify God. In short, she knew what the Lord Almighty was doing in Mary and the situation Mary was in. So she began to encourage her in several ways. 

First, Blessed are you among women. Let’s read verse 42. “In a loud voice she exclaimed: ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear.’” It was more than a comfort. Even from the beginning, it would be difficult for Mary and there must be many obstacles. So she encouraged Mary to see that she is a blessed woman. God is on her side. Mary was a blessed woman because she accepted God’s mission to be the mother of the Messiah. Biblical blessedness has always something to do with mission. It is easy to advice people to take it easy and get some rest. We tend to give tips to get around the problem and avoid conflicts. It is easy to have a complaining session about situation. Instead, Elizabeth helped young woman Mary to see from God’s point of view and to know that she and her baby are blessed in the sight of God. Godly counseling must be spiritual encouragement for God’s people to keep up with their life of mission. “Blessed are you. Blessed is the child you will bear.” God’s mission may invite a few difficulties. Yet, it provides meaning. It opens a way for us to co-work with God and be a part of his kingdom. 
Second, believe the promise. Let’s read verse 45. “Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished.” Elizabeth again encouraged Mary to hold on to the promise of God. Momentary comfort or encouragement does not last long. But the word of promise lasts. In time of trouble, what the LORD has said would help her to have right perspective. In time of joy, what the Lord has said would help her to be humble. In time of confusion, God’s word of promise will give her hope and direction. Nice sounding words or words that satisfy itching ears are comfortable and welcomed. But these words are useless in time of trouble and temptation. But God’s word enables us to overcome difficulties and to experience the power of God. 
Elizabeth was an inspiring counselor. At Elizabeth’s welcome and God centered counseling, Mary’s spiritual eyes were opened and she was filled with the Holy Spirit until she sang Magnifica. “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” Elizabeth was a woman of God and of profound spiritual understanding by the Holy Spirit.  
III. Godly mother (57-60)

Girls are romantic but mothers usually have divine strength to take care of their children. Mothers have a fantasy about their children. They believe that their children are the best in every way and most handsome or beautiful. While they are willing to suffer many things, they refuse to see or to have their children suffer. And Elizabeth should be the one who deserves to have such fantasy and protects her child from anything. But Elizabeth was different. She not only saw her child from God’s point of view but also was willing to raise him according to God’s purpose, even if it meant immense suffering upon him. Look at verses 43,44. “But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.”  She accepted the baby Jesus in Mary’s womb as the Lord. She also accepted that her son would be the forerunner of the Lord Jesus. She was not jealous of Mary whose baby would be the Lord over her son. She was not sorrowful over the fact that her child would serve Mary’s baby. Instead, she blessed mother Mary and her Son, by humbling herself and her son, John. Thus she overcame her motherly instinct. When she overcame her selfishness, she could have universal motherhood even for Mary and our Lord and Savior Jesus, who said, “My mother and brothers are those who hear God’s word and put it into practice.” (Lk 8:21)
Again Elizabeth’s godly motherhood was revealed during the time of circumcision. All the relatives and neighbors mostly priests gathered to circumcise the baby and to give him the name. It was an exciting moment to everybody. They were going to name the baby after his father Zechariah. It was a custom. No one doubted about this matter. But Elizabeth spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” Her obedience to God in naming him hints that she would raise him as God willed than a mommy boy or a high priest. She dedicated her one and only son of old age to the Lord. Such influence from his mother was engraved in John’s heart from the moment of his birth. John became the first one who recognized Jesus as the Lamb of God and introduced him to Israel. John’s spirituality was demonstrated, when he said of Jesus, “He must become greater and I must become less.” 

She served her husband as a suitable helper. She served Mary as a mentor. She served her son to be the forerunner of Christ. Superficially servant-ship sounds like self-annihilation or blind submission. But that is not true. Godly servant-ship begins by overcoming selfishness and basic instinct. It is the way we can follow Jesus closely as much as possible. Jesus said, “But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves.” “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
In our time, women’s image has been very confused and distorted. The image of gentle and supportive wife seems to be discarded. Spiritual counselors are substituted with professional counselors based on psychology and sociology. Motherhood seems to be pushed aside by careerism. But in Elizabeth, we can see the image of suitable helper, spiritual counselor and godly mother. How could she do that? She was a lover of God. She knew the love of God. And she loved the LORD with all her heart, with all her soul and with all her strength. May all women grow to be like Elizabeth. May all men grow to be like Zechariah so that many John the Baptists may grow from IIT and U of C for America to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.   
