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IMMANUEL: A CHILD IS BORN

Isaiah 8:19-9:7

Key Verse: 9:6

“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Now that Thanksgiving has passed, we begin our preparation for Christmas. And so we start with a word from the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah is often thought of as the greatest of the writing prophets and is sometimes referred to as the prince of the prophets. The book that bears the prophet’s name was written around 701 B.C.  Isaiah wrote during the stormy period of the expanding Assyrian empire as Israel is in decline. Not being one to sugar coat God’s word, Isaiah warns God’s people of the coming judgment as He is about to use Assyria as His instrument of punishment. 
And so we come to this passage which we are starting in the middle of the chapter What we don’t see, because we are starting in the middle of the chapter, is that the king of Assyria is getting ready to attack the northern part of Israel. As a result of this crisis, the people were turning to the spirits of the dead in the hopes of learning something about their future. Take a look at verse 19. “When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living?” When this national emergency occurred, people resorted to consulting fortunetellers and psychics like Ms Cleo instead of turning to God. But instead of helping, these spiritists whisper and mutter purposely so that they’re hard to hear and difficult to understand. They were trying to find out about what’s going to happen to them from dead people. This seems backwards, unproductive and foolish. How would dead people know more than living people, not to mention the living God. They didn’t even think about learning from God, who is living and who created the world. Which is what Isaiah was asking, should not a people inquire of their God? Isaiah couldn’t understand why they didn’t go to God in such a time of need. 
What did Isaiah think they should do? His direction is found in verse 20 take a look at it, “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn.” What Isaiah meant by this is that we should test everything against the Bible, against the law and the testimony. If someone, or some teaching doesn’t line up with the Bible, then they don’t have the light -meaning the spirit of God. When people do not hold to the word of God, they slip farther and farther away as they trust in their own ideas or whatever sounds good at the time. These days some people call the Bible out dated and a crutch for the weak but they are wrong. The word of God is timeless unchanging truth (Heb 13:8) given to us by our Creator so that we may live happy, meaningful, loving lives. (2Tim 3:16) The word of God is a light for our feet. It guides us, inspires us, rebukes us and teaches us how we should live and it must be the measure of all things spiritual. Just as an astronomer looks at the stars in the sky he has to take them as they are. He can not rearrange them to his desire, likewise we have to take the word of God as it is we can not rearrange it to make it pleasing to us. It is a standard that we can base our life upon without worrying that it will suddenly change. 
But the people in Isaiah’s time didn’t hold to the law and the testimony. They rejected God and consulted mediums and spiritists and thus they fell into darkness. Verses 21-22 give us a picture of their distress. “Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. 22 Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness.” People living without God live in darkness and what happens to those living in darkness is seen in these verses. They are distressed and hungry. They roam around like a restless wanderer, this is the curse of Cain from Genesis 4. Finally when they hit the end of their rope and are famished, they will become enraged, unpredictable, then they will curse their leaders and eventually God himself. And when they look at their situation around them, they will not see anything good or hopeful, only distress, darkness and fearful gloom. Then in the end they will be thrust into complete darkness as God kicks them out. 

This is what happens when people live without God – they live in darkness. And in the darkness there is nothing good only distress, gloom and fear. And this is the course our nation is on. Over the past 50 years our nation has been slowly erasing all traces of God from it’s history causing America to slip into darkness. Starting with prayer being banned from public schools, and the Ten Commandments being removed from our courtrooms, and removing crosses and nativity scenes from public areas, and deleting “In God we trust” from our currency there is no question that our nation is growing darker by the year. Just in time for Christmas this year a billboard about the birth of Jesus was taken down and replaced with one that showed the scene of the three wise men on their way to see the baby Jesus. But the caption read, “You know this is a myth don’t you.” People may say that these things don’t matter it’s only the separation of church and state. But these are the symptoms of living without God as our nation lives in spiritual darkness. 

All you have to do is watch the news or look at the internet to see how dark things have gotten. On a national level, we are in the midst of economic hardship and the financial crisis has made people are fearful of the future. People blame the government, the president or their bosses. But blaming others only makes the darkness deeper. Our times are not that much different than that of Isaiah’s. To bring it closer to home, from time to time I look up on the web the mug shots of people arrested in the Chicagoland area. There is so much darkness, fear and gloom in their stories. I was deeply saddened as I read about one woman who killed her four year old daughter because she was afraid that she would grow up and become an internet sex slave. Another mother and daughter killed a man so that they could get all the drugs that he was sharing with them. Two men broke in and beat up a father and his son so they could steal his money and jewelry 6 days later the father died. A woman 39 years old picked up high school girls and forced them into prostitution in her basement threatening to kill them if they didn’t. Their stories go on and on, so dark, so fearful it makes you afraid to go out at night. 
People acknowledge this fact and try to distance themselves from it thinking, “yeah it’s dark out there but over here it’s ok.” But I will bring it even closer to home for it’s not just our nation that has darkness in it, but the whole world does and even each one of us has our own darkness as we live our lives with areas that we don’t put under God’s control. Some of us live in secret darkness, like lust, idolatry and doubt, that we don’t want anyone to know about. While others live openly in self-righteousness thinking they are okay. My point is that this darkness is real and it’s oppressive and it makes people fearful and distressed. 
But thank God that the story doesn’t end here. Take a look at verse 9:1-2. “Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan—2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” Isaiah never lost hope even though he lived in those dark times for he had a Christmas message in his heart that lifted him up out of that dark oppression. Isaiah didn’t just look at the things going on around him and fall into despair, he took his own advice and studied the Bible. When he did this, God gave him hope and he could see the dawning of a new light – a great light. This didn’t happen right away though, however Matthew would quote Isaiah about 700 years later when he saw this prophecy fulfilled in that same dark place– Galilee of the Gentiles, the land of Zebulun and Naphtali. (Mt 4:12-17)

What was Isaiah talking about when he said, “a light has dawned?” Look at verse 6. “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled when God sent his Son to be the Savior. At Jesus’ birth the angel announced: “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” (Lk 2:10) Isaiah was over flowing with joy when he realized what God was going to do through His Son Jesus. Jesus is the best gift anyone could receive at Christmas time. Why is Jesus such good news of great joy? It’s through Jesus that God would be with His people. Jesus is Immanuel; which means “God with us.” And it’s through the light of Jesus that all the darkness in every person’s life who believed would be dispelled. And Isaiah gives four specific ways in which Jesus would do this; by being the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Let us think about how Jesus dispels darkness through each of these. 

First, he is the Wonderful Counselor. The Bible calls the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus, the Counselor who leads us into all truth. Jesus told his disciples, “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth” (Jn 14:16-17) We need this Wonderful Counselor who promises to be with us forever. He is Immanuel Jesus. We all need a friend like this. We make small decisions every day – what should I have for breakfast, what should I wear, should I do daily bread and pray? But from time to time we have decisions to make which change the direction of our lives. What should I study? Who should I marry? Should I look for another job? Should we get a house to serve IIT ministry? What do I want to do with the rest of my life? (The most important decision of life is to accept Jesus as our Savior and Lord and commit our life to him.) We need someone who can give us good advice when we need it. We can get advice from many people – but it’s not always the best advice. And those who have good advice, are not always available right when we need them. The people from the mug shots that I mentioned earlier could have used a friend with good advice to help them avoid their dark situation ruining their lives. Jesus is the Wonderful Counselor who can guide us in all of our decisions. We need his wisdom and his help. When we pray and ask him for wisdom, he will give us wisdom and light up our way so that we can know which way to go. James 1:5 says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.” In my mid twenties, I wondered if Julia was the woman God had prepared for me. So one night I cried out to God in prayer trembling about my future. The Wonderful Counselor heard my prayer and gave me the answer I needed. I was afraid but he comforted me and I knew that she was the perfect woman for me. The Wonderful Counselor is our Good Shepherd and when we trust him with all our hearts, and don’t lean on our own understanding, He makes our paths straight (Pr 3:5,6) and dispels the darkness we have. 

Second, he is the Mighty God. The Child born to us is the Mighty God. He is the one worthy of our worship. He is the Word who was with God in the beginning. He is God who holds the whole world in his hand. He is the Mighty God who divided the waters of the Red Sea; who raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus is the Mighty God where nothing is impossible for Him who created all things. John 1:3 says that through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. Through Jesus we have seen many miracles to prove that he is the Mighty God. Jesus calmed the storm (Mt 8), raised the dead (Mk 5, Jn 11), healed the blind and paralytic (Mt 9) and many others. Jesus has the power to take care of the things that we can’t, which are beyond our control. Sometimes life seems to be out of control which makes us afraid and distressed, but Jesus is the Mighty God who dispels that fear when we trust in him. And you know what, Jesus is the Mighty God who will not get tired, He said, “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom...” (Isa 40:28-31) This is great news for those of us who are tired and weary. 
Third, he is our Everlasting Father. A father is one who should give love and protection to his children. Everyone needs a father. There are many fatherless children in the world today. But just because a father is physically present doesn’t mean that they are there emotionally. As a result many people have broken relationships with their fathers. I was like this. I never knew my biological father. When I was 12, I was told that my dad was not my real father. That shook my world. When I was young my step father was extremely harsh who punished me severely. Most of the time I lived in fear of my step-father and didn’t have a sense of protection, as a result I withdrew inwardly to protect myself. But God sent me, and all people, a father-like shepherd in Jesus and he dispelled all the darkness and fear that I had. Because of this, I could have a good relationship these days with my step-father and love him. Only the Everlasting Father, Jesus, can give us what is missing from our lives. He gives real love and protection. Earthly fathers, even the best of them, cannot last forever. I have four children and would love to be with them and protect them forever but I don’t think I can do this as I just turned 45 last week and my life is half over. And my children probably wouldn’t want me to be around them forever because I would annoy them. However Jesus is our Everlasting Father – who doesn’t annoy us. He promised, “Surely I will be with you always, even to the end of the age.”(Mt 28:20) Jesus is a Father who cares about all his children. He even gave his life to rescue his children from the power of the evil one. 

Fourth, he is the Prince of Peace. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. When Jesus was born, the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth, peace to men on whom his favor rests.” Everyone longs for peace. And we seek peace in different ways. Some seek it by going on a quiet vacation, and others seek peace in drugs or alcohol. Some seek to forget their troubles by playing sports or video games or by listening to music or sleeping all day. These things may give temporary peace, but when time passes, troubles come back like a recurring headache. How does the Jesus give peace? When we live in sin, we are slaves of the devil and enemies of God. (Ja 4) And when we are God’s enemy we can’t have peace. Romans 5:1 says, “Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God.” Once we were God’s enemies; but by faith in Jesus’ blood we have been reconciled to God. The peace that Jesus gives begins with being reconciled to God. (2Cor 5:18) Only Jesus gives real peace. He promised, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (Jn 14:27) When we have the peace of God, all darkness in our lives is dispelled and we don’t have to be afraid anymore. 
When Isaiah realized what it meant that a child was born for us, that a son was given to us, he could celebrate with real joy and thanksgiving in his heart even though his situation hadn’t changed. The Assyrian army was still gathering, things would still be tough, but he had hope because God was not abandoning them. God was going to be with them. And if God was with them, everything would be okay for God would deliver them. And because of this Isaiah was filled with such joy. Like the joy a farmer has at the harvest time, or the joy one has after a great victory. This sparked Isaiah’ to remember when God delivered Israel from their enemy Median and removed all their burdens. (v3-4) This made Isaiah celebrate in thanksgiving and joy because he could see the spiritual side as well and how God would also break the burden of sin and Satan, who is the great oppressor of all people, through God’s precious Son Jesus. 
So as Christmas time approaches, let’s thank God for sending his precious Son Jesus to us. God has given us all the counsel, the might, the protection and the peace we need to live in this dark world. May God help us to have the joy that Isaiah did when he saw the light of Jesus shining in the darkness. Whatever darkness that you have inside of you, bring it to Jesus, for he will give you the wisdom you need to deal with it and know that nothing is too hard for him to solve and that he will give you the protection you need and the peace you desire when you have Immanuel Jesus in your heart. 
