
- 5 -


Created for God’s Good Work
Ephesians 2:1-10

Key Verse 2:10

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

By God’s grace we have put another year into the history books. You can say good bye to 2010 and hello to 2011. It is amazing to see how God works over the course of a year. As we put 2010 behind us let’s look forward to 2011. But unless we map out where we want to go, we will not make progress nor can we tell where we have come from or where we are going. Thankfully in today’s passage we have a brief summary as to where we have come from and a general direction as to where we should be going. May God grant us his vision for our ministry in the coming year. 
1. Where have we come from? (1-3)

Take a look a verse 1. “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,” This verse describes the condition of every person. We all were dead. Physical death can be defined as an inability to respond to stimulus. A dead person can't react to anything and basically they’re no fun at parties. But Paul, the writer, is not speaking of physical death but of spiritual death. And like physical death, spiritual death is also the inability to respond to stimulus from God because God's love draws no response from them. The reason for this is because a spiritually dead person is alienated from the life of God. He has no capacity to respond to God. But unlike a physically dead person, who is inanimate, spiritually dead people are like zombies  --they don't know they're dead and they're still going through the motions of living. These days people are infatuated with zombies. These spiritual zombies wander through life doing the same things over and over and over again thinking they are living life. They become like an unquenchable force continuously consuming without being fulfilled. Mankind is in this kind of dead state because of sin. However, man is not dead because he commits sin but because he was born sinful. Think of it this way: A man is not a liar because he lies; he lies because he is a liar by nature. Jesus said, "What comes out of a man is what makes him ‘unclean." (Mk 7:20). Man is dead and lives in a state of sinfulness. Verses 2-3 say, “in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.” The spiritual zombie indulges in the sins of the times. They live according to the ways of the world and are in complete harmony with the spirit of the age which is led by the ruler of the kingdom of the air – who is Satan. Our lives are the culmination of all our habits. An action repeated becomes a habit and all our habits make up our character and our character is who we are. And if our actions are in concert with the ways of the world, then we become the objects of God’s wrath. No one is exempt from this, everyone of us has fallen prey to the ruler of the air and have let his spirit work within us. However if you're a Christian, this was your past but if you're not a Christian, this is your present condition--you're spiritually dead.
2. What has God done? (4-6)
How awful it would be if we all had to remain dead in our sins. But thank God that this is not the case.  Look at verses 4-5. “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” Those who believe in Jesus used to be dead in their sins, but they are not dead anymore. They are alive, just as Jesus is alive. Jesus Christ died on the cross as punishment for our sins. He shed his own blood as an atoning sacrifice for you and for me. After he died, he was placed in a tomb. Then on the morning of the third day, God raised him from the dead. The resurrection of Jesus is good news for us.  It was not just Jesus who was raised from the dead.  Along with him, God raises from the dead the souls of all who believe in him.  Those who put their faith in Jesus are been made alive by Jesus from the moment that they believe.  Jesus brings life to the souls of people who are dead in sin.  Jesus makes them alive.  But there is a small problem. Just as many who are dead in their sins don’t fully realize that they are dead, some who have been made alive by Jesus don’t fully realize that they are alive. They are so accustomed to being dead and helpless in their sins that they don’t realize their chains have been broken and they are free to leave the dark prison cell. Jesus has wiped away their sins and given them a new life and a clean bill of health.  But their dark thinking and sinful habits remain. That is why we must constantly read and study the Bible and filling our hearts with the word of God, because that is the only thing that can help us keep from falling back into the patterns of our old life which craves sinful things. 
In verses 4-5, there are three key words used to describe God: love, mercy and grace. Grace is a gift that we don’t deserve. Grace is something that is completely free, with no strings attached.  Because of what Jesus did for us on the cross, God has forgiven all of our sins and restored us as his children.  Grace was the only way that we could be forgiven.  The law demands that a criminal be punished for his sins and make restitution before society can forgive him.  Because of our guilty consciences, we often try to do something good to offset or pay back for the bad things we have done. But there is no way that we can make restitution for our sins. Suppose that a man gets drunk, drives a car, and hits and kills a small child.  He will certainly be convicted, lose his license and go to jail for a few years.  After getting out of jail, he may visit the grieving parents and sincerely apologize for what he did.  Nothing in this world can compensate them for the loss of a child; but the parents, moved by his sincere apology, may say to the man, “I forgive you.”  Now suppose that another man gets drunk and kills a person, only this time his car runs into a tree and he is also killed.  This man can never make restitution or be forgiven for what he has done, because he is dead.  That is our situation.  We were dead in our sins.  We had no chance to make things right with God, because a dead person can’t do anything.  Therefore, God had to do it for us.  God had to make us alive because we were completely dead in our transgressions.(5) However not only are we made alive in Christ, according to verse 6 it says that we are seated with Christ in the heavenly realms. Because of sin we started out as objects of God’s wrath but because of Christ we are able to sit next to the King in heaven. This is the unbelievable grace of God. 
3. Why did God do this? (7-10)

Why would God go to such lengths to save the objects of his wrath? Wouldn’t it be better if he just threw them out and started over? While that might have been easier it was not what God wanted to do. But it was because of his great love for us that he chose the harder way of redemption instead of starting over. (4) In addition to his love God is rich in mercy, which means he has an abundance to spend. But he didn’t do it for the heck of it, God had a purpose for us in His redemption. Let’s read verses 7-10. “in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” God’s purpose in saving us is so that people of the future generations (the coming ages) can see the riches of God’s grace that he has lavished upon us (the present age) as we do good works for them. What this means is that we should reveal all the grace that God has poured out upon us and then pay it forward to the future generations. Our natural tendency is to want to pay others back for the kindness shown to us, but how can we pay God back? We can’t, so he wants us to pay it forward to others. We don’t do this to earn our salvation, because as stated earlier salvation is by grace so that no one can boast about their works. Let’s look at verse 10 in closer detail. “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” First of all it says that we are God’s workmanship. This means that God made us. And just as raw material doesn’t start out as the finished product we too are not a finished product yet either. God is still carefully, tenderly and skillfully shaping us throughout our lives. As God formed the first man Adam from the dust of the ground (Ge 2:7) and breathed life into him, he continues to work on us. And maybe right now we think that we look more like a blob of clay than an exquisite vase. But given time and God’s care, we can become a beautiful work of art. Philippians 1:6 says, “being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” We are God’s workmanship. They say old school craftsmen take great pride in their work; like Michelangelo who went over every detail in his paintings, God makes each of us just the way he wants with perfection. We shouldn’t worry if we don’t think that we look pretty enough, or if we don’t feel smart enough, or if we aren’t strong enough; for God has made us in His image according to His specifications. We are exactly what he wants. So we should be happy in the skin that God gave us.  Not only that, God gave us everything that we need to do the work He has for us to do at the moment. Sometimes people get caught up in the hope for the season to come instead of living their current season to the fullest. For example, a single person may be looking forward to the day they get married. This is not in its self bad because getting married is a good thing. But when they look forward to it so much that they don’t live their life to the full potential because they are waiting for their next season in life. Another example is student life. A student looks forward to the day they graduate and get a job – to get to real life. But as a student you have great opportunities at your disposal. Live student life to the full – use all the resources that are available to you and enjoy them. Live every season of life to the fullest because you may never get a chance to do it again. 
The second thing verse 10 says is that we were created in Christ Jesus. What does this mean? God created man in the beginning to serve as a good steward for the world.  The man knew that he was God’s workmanship.  But then came the fall, when the man and his wife ate from the tree God specifically told them they must not eat from, and they experienced guilt. (Ge 3) They became afraid of God, cut off from their creator. Their fellowship with God was replaced by a fear and loathing of Him. Their happiness turned to bitterness and resentment.  From that point on, man lost his identity as God’s workmanship.  He had chosen to disobey God and thus decided that he no longer wished to be God’s workmanship, and no longer wanted for God to work in him.  He was lost, and no longer knew who he was or what he was for. That’s the condition that we all find ourselves in.  Our souls desperately long for an identity.  We go here and their, trying this and that. We look for meaning in finding our favorite kind of music, in relationships, in self-help and self-improvement, in our careers, and in an activity-filled family life. Strangely, the harder we try to find out who we really are, the more frazzled and stressed and exhausted and hopeless we become. Or for example when we have to make big life decisions, like where to go to school, who to marry, where to work, these decisions can make us stressed out and frazzled.
To reach the true meaning of our existence, we need Jesus.  What does Jesus do for us?  We are created in Christ Jesus.  This means that in him we are a new creation. It is just like at the creation, in the beginning.  Just as our Creator breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, so our meaningless, lives of dirt are suddenly made alive when Jesus breathes life and absolute value and meaning into us. Note that it doesn’t say “Created by Christ Jesus”, but it says, “Created in Christ Jesus.  This means that we can’t just think about Jesus, or pray a single prayer to Jesus to wash away our sins.  We must begin a new life that is in Christ Jesus.  We depend daily on him to cleanse us from our sins.  We trust that he is leading us at each instant of our lives.  When we struggle and cry out in our souls, we cry out to him, trusting that he will always be with us, even to the end of the age.  In Jesus, we are always secure.  His love never fails us. 

The third thing verse 10 tells is that we were created to do good works. It’s interesting that it says good works and not just spiritual works or human works but good works. So what are some of the good works that we were created to do? I think these good works are what make people and ministries unique. And I think they fall along the lines of our spiritual gifts. But these good works can be serving others such as feeding people; spiritually and humanly, worshiping God, telling the truth, doing an honest days work, having patience with your children, being a friend when someone is lonely, sincerely praying for someone, singing the praises of God, building each other up, showing up on time, befriending people for the sake of Jesus-not just because it makes us happy, true worship of God, encouraging others or even just being hospitable. There are so many things that we can do that are considered good works. This gives us great freedom to be creative to do anything that glorifies God. What happens if we get tired, or don’t really want to do good works?  Jesus made it clear that the result of salvation is good works. Jesus said, "This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples" (Jn 15:8) When God saves you He wants to see good works produced in your life because that manifests His power. God’s power saved you, and when your good works reveal that, He receives glory. 
The last thing verse 10 mentions is these good works were prepared in advance for us. Here’s good news for all you procrastinators like me: God has already prepared everything in advance. Isn’t that great? It’s like Jesus made a list of things he needs done while he is away at our heavenly Father’s place. However, in the mean time, we live according to God’s perfect plan here on earth. Sometimes God’s perfect plan causes us to wait and be patient.  Other times it requires us to get moving. What’s exciting and incredibly rewarding is to be able to participate in God’s plan as it unfolds in us and around us.  It takes prayer and wisdom to be aware of what God is doing.  It is work that is done in Christ Jesus.  It includes God’s craftsmanship and workmanship going on in us.  God has many good works that he’s prepared for us to do.  
Who is the true Christian? They are the ones who go out and do good works. Many people claim to be saved, but only those who do good as a result of their salvation to the glory of God are truly saved. It’s true some people will try to do good works as a way to undo the bad things they have done. This is what we call salvation by works – where basically someone tries to work their way to heaven. But it clearly says in this passage that salvation is a gift of God to those who belieive, no amount of good deeds can earn our way to God because as sinners even our best is like dirty rags to God. (Isa 64:6) Our good works should be a result of our happiness in God and our love for Jesus – not the other way around. And what is interesting Paul starts out the passage with the concept of individuals, saying “you” – “you were dead” but he ends with the concept unity, “we” – “we are God’s workmanship.” This shows that in God, all of us must work together. Zombies are out for themselves, they just want to satisfy their own needs. But as God’s people we are untied as one body, to work together, for a common goal, building each other up helping each one to succeed for the glory of God. Not only within our own community, but also within the larger body of Christ as well. My hope and prayer for us in the new year is that each one of us my find out what our role is in the ministry  and what kind of good works that God wants us to do and that we may get to work. 
