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“IMMANUEL”—GOD WITH US

Matthew 1:1–17

Key Verse: 1:1

“A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:”

Today’s passage is our second in a series entitled “Immanuel,” focusing on how God is with his people. From last week’s passage we saw how God was with his people through Jesus by being our wonderful counselor, mighty God, everlasting father and prince of peace. Through today’s passage we want to see how God has been with his people starting with Abraham to David and finally Jesus. Along the way we will see how God has fulfilled His promises and helped His people.  

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, He saw that everything was good. It was quite literally paradise on earth. Beautiful blue waters, giant tasty fruit hung from the trees, the smell of flowers - everything was made for man’s happiness. God even provided the best woman for man so that they could live joyfully and for the glory of God. But through disobedience to God’s command, sin entered into the world followed by death. (Rom 5) After that, man was kicked out of paradise and the world became like hell. At this point God could have given up on this world and started over. Instead, God created a way in which what was lost could be redeemed. And in His great mercy, God promised to send a Savior to the world through the descendents of man, the very ones who sinned against God in the first place. (Gen 3)  The realization of the promise that God made so long ago was fulfilled in Jesus and his family line was recorded through Matthew in verse 1.  Take a look at verse 1. “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of Abraham:” The people that Matthew chose to record have interesting histories however he highlighted three of them to reveal how God has been with us through the lives of Abraham, David and Jesus.

When God called Abraham He had a great purpose for him and wanted to make him into a great nation. (Ge 12) But before he could bless him, Abraham had to leave his father’s household and go to the land that God would show him. And even though Abraham would not have his family, that didn’t mean that he was alone, for God was with him every step of the way. One of God’s promises to Abraham was to make him into a great nation, but how could that happen? Even if Abraham had more than 100 kids, he still wouldn’t become a nation. And not to mention Abraham and his wife couldn’t have children in the first place. This was the one problem that crushed their family. However God was with Abraham and helped him to learn faith. In that directionless time, God called Abraham saying, “I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you...and you will be a blessing.” (Ge 12:2) Abraham accepted God’s call and began his spiritual journey. Abraham kept up his life of faith but after ten years, he broke down. The life of faith wasn’t easy. He was tired and lonely and he wondered about his future. During this period God saw his suffering and one day as Abraham was sitting in his tent in a state of depression God stopped by. Like a good friend, God visited Abraham, listened to his problems and helped him to get through it. God took him outside and showed him all the stars in the sky and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count them...So shall your offspring be.” (Ge 15:5) God understood what Abraham was going through. And when he needed it most, God was there for him and encouraged him through a vision of his future instead of despairing about it. This comforted Abraham to continue to follow God and to have hope in being the father of many descendents. After this everything was perfect in Abraham’s life right? Far from it. Actually Abraham, out of fear, gave his wife away, twice and in desperation he had a son with one of their servants. His life had many ups and downs but finally after 25 long years God gave Abraham the son he had longed for. And it was during that time that God also changed his name from "Abram," meaning "noble father," to "Abraham," meaning "father of many nations." God made him a blessing to all peoples of all nations because he believed God's promises. God was there for Abraham his whole lifetime and helped him to get through the low points along the way. Abraham was the only person to be called the friend of God. (Ja 2:23) Their relationship was so beautiful and heart warming. All of us could use a friend like this.   

The next person Matthew mentions is David. As you may remember from our 1 Samuel studies, around 1,000 B.C. God called David, a shepherd boy, who was the youngest of the eight sons of his father Jesse. Like Abraham, God had a great purpose for David when He called him. 2 Samuel 7:12b says, “I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.” And thankfully David would not have to take on this great task all alone because God was with him. It took a great deal to establish David as king and it all started when David was just a boy and he was about to fight Goliath, David said, “The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”” (1 Sam 17:37) God was with David when he ran into trouble with a bear, a lion and a giant. In the midst of those dangerous situations, God was with David and gave him confidence so that he experience victory. 

Sometime later, during a time of prosperity, David should have maintained God's blessing. But he didn’t and he sinned against the Lord. David committed adultery with Bathsheba, the wife of one of his loyal generals. Then in order to cover up his mistake, David had General Uriah, the woman's husband killed. Since a king was above the law, no one could say a word. No one except for Nathan, a fearless man of God, who rebuked King David. Through this David realized that he wasn’t right with God. (Ps 51:4) David confessed his sins and repented of adultery and murder from his heart, asking for God's mercy and forgiveness. (Ps 32:1,2) God was pleased with his repentant heart and not only forgave his sin but also restored joy to his soul. God was with David in his times of need. God was with David all his life and the book of Psalms are full of poems and songs that David wrote expressing his love and praise for God. 

Look at verse 2. “Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.” These men, over the span of three generations, had ups and downs during their lives. But throughout them all, God was there, with them, until they could live by faith in God's promises. Hebrews 11:9 says of Abraham, “By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.” When they lived with faith in God’s promises they experienced God personally in their lives, something that may never have happened if they didn’t take that step of faith. 

Take a look at verse 3. “Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram,” How was God with these people? Considering they are in the genealogy of Jesus, God must have been with them, otherwise they wouldn’t be here. Let me share a little about Tamar. Back in the time of Jesus, women had very little rights. That’s reflected in the census data, for only the men were counted. So it’s odd to see that Matthew included several women in the genealogy of Jesus. They were included because of their faith. Tamar was the daughter-in-law of Judah. (3a) Judah had three sons and Er, his first born who was the husband of Tamar, died. Judah's second son, Onan, married the widow Tamar to carry on the family line of his brother. But he died too. Then Judah sent Tamar to her father's house to wait for his last and youngest son, Shelah, to grow up. However when Shelah grew up, Judah went back on his promise, because he was afraid that Shelah, might die too. This where things get a little weird, one day Tamar disguised herself as a prostitute and had an encounter with her father-in-law Judah, who at the time was seeking comfort after his wife died. Tamar did this to provide heirs for her dead husband, Er. This was a custom given to them by God and Tamar did her best to be faithful to God’s direction and to her dead husband.  If she could pass on her husband's name, she was willing to sacrifice herself. She was faithful to her dead husband and she conceived and bore twin sons Perez and Zerah. Because of her faithfulness, the lineage of the patriarchs was maintained. God was with Tamar and helped her to be strong and courageous even though she was alone and abandoned by her family. And because of her faith, Judah, her father-in-law confessed that she was more righteous than him. God was with Tamar and included her in the lineage of Jesus. 

Look at verse 5a. “Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab” Rahab was a Gentile prostitute who lived in the walls of Jericho. How in the heck did a Gentile prostitute get in the genealogy of Jesus, surely this was a mistake. But we all know that God does not make mistakes. It was because of her faith in the God of Israel that she welcomed the Israelite spies when they came to Jericho to spy out the land. (Josh 2:1-21; Heb 11:31) She had heard that God is the Creator of the heavens and the earth. Through this she had the fear of God and she decided to put her future in the hands of God even though Israel was her national enemy. Because of her personal faith in God, the army of Israel could conquer Jericho, the first invincible fortress in the promised land. Later, Rahab became the mother of Boaz and the great-great-grandmother of King David. She was also included in the genealogy of Jesus. God was with Rahab and put her in the right place at the right time. You may call this coincidence, but there is no luck when it comes to God. The simple fact is, that God was with Rahab and she and her whole family were saved. 

Take a look at 5b.” Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse”

Ruth was from Moab, a Gentile woman, and she was the second daughter-in-law of Naomi, a Jewess who came to live in Moab to obtain provisions. While she was there her two sons died young. Broken hearted Naomi told her daughters-in-law, "Orpah and Ruth! I am too sorrowful even to look at you. Go please, go please." Orpah left in the hopes to remarry. But Ruth gave up her chance to remarry and decided to follow her mother-in-law back to the foreign country Israel. God was with Ruth and helped her to give up her family and take care of Naomi choosing God’s people over her own. Ruth had compassion for her mother in law because she was alone with no sons to provide for her in a male dominated society. Then God was with Naomi and gave her wisdom to help her daughter-in-law to get married again. And God was with Ruth and moved Boaz’s heart to love her and choose her as his wife. God was with Ruth and honored her faithfulness as a precious factor in the history of God and made her the great-grandmother of King David. 

Fourth, Bathsheba. Look at verse 6. “...and Jesse the father of King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife.” In this chapter Matthew gives the title "king" only to David, though there were many kings in the genealogy, in order to stress the fact that the Messiah would come through David's line. Matthew also recorded Solomon's mother not as "Mrs. David," but as one who "had been Uriah's wife," exposing David's great sin. When David was in his old age, his first son, Adonijah, plotted to seize the throne. At this crucial moment Bathsheba remembered what David had promised her. With faith in God, she went to David and pleaded with him to make her son Solomon king, according to the promise God had made to David (2 Sa 7:8-17). God was with her by keeping his promise to her. 

The last woman included in Jesus’ genealogy was Mary the mother of Jesus. Mary had the hopes and dreams of any girl her age. But God had bigger plans for her. Take a look at verse 16. “and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.”

When Mary heard of God's great purpose for her, by faith she decided to give up her own desires and obeyed God's calling. (Lk 1:38) Through the angel God was with her and comforted her at the critical moment. God also helped her to visit her aunt Elizabeth for godly counsel. God was pleased with her obedience, and she became the mother of Jesus.

Verses 7-15 speak of two tragic events in the history of Israel. The first tragic event was the

division of the nation. The immediate cause of this division was Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, who was insolent and treacherous to his people (1 Ki 12). But the real cause was in Solomon himself. At the beginning of his reign, Solomon obeyed God. But later, when he had firmly established his kingdom, Solomon began to indulge in corruption by having too many foreign women through royal marriages. (1 Ki 11:1-6) Solomon was overly confident about himself; he thought he could control all the women under his reign. But he couldn’t. Instead, he was

influenced by them. As a result, he began to worship many foreign idols. Thus Solomon became unfaithful to God and a bad influence to his people. Because of this, God caused the nation to be divided into two. The second tragic event in Israel’s history was their Babylonian captivity. Whenever God blessed his people, they would abandon God and his high calling to be a kingdom of priests. They also would seek after material prosperity and physical pleasure like the

Canaanite people. (Jer 25:6-11) They needed divine discipline. So God sent them into exile in Babylon to purify them. The period of exile was a time of great distress for the people of Israel. But God used their suffering to purify them from their sins. This was God's divine love. Through Jesus’ genealogy, the history of Israel, with its ups and downs, shows the triumphs and tragedies of man. But all the while God was right there with mankind steadily, fulfilling His promises, moving toward to the coming of the Messiah. (22) Humanly speaking God’s chosen people were completely useless because of their unfaithfulness. But God was faithful. God never changed his promises. God kept his promise to his people for three sets of 14 generations. If we average one

generation as 30 years, God persevered with his people's unfaithfulness for 1,260 years. 

Finally, according to his promises, God sent his one and only Son as the Savior of the world. He is Jesus Christ. Though he is the Almighty God, he humbled himself and came to this world to save his people from their sins. Phillipians 2:6-8 say, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death - even death on a cross!” Jesus gave up everything that heaven was, so that he could be with us. And while he was here, he ate with people, sang with them, slept with them, prayed with them and eventually died for them. 

Through this passage we can see God's faithfulness to be with his people. In spite of the fact that people sinned, God had never abandoned them. Sometimes God was with His people in tender kind ways like with Abraham and Ruth. And sometimes God was with His people in courageous ways like with David. And sometimes God was with His people in rebuking ways as in the tragic events. But one thing is clear is that God is ALWAYS with His people. One of the last things Jesus tells his disciples is “…surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Mt 28:20) Some people think that they story ends there but it doesn’t. Jesus said that he will return again and he will come in power and glory. (Lk 21:27) God is with his people to the end. Sometimes we may feel all alone and that no one knows our situation. Maybe we are stuck at a dead-end job, or we don’t know what to do with our future, maybe we have to do something that is difficult and don’t know what to do, we can rest assured knowing that God is with us. He is leading our way. Or maybe we are at a place in our lives where we have sinned and we feel so far away from God right now and it’s lonely. So it’s wonderful to know that God doesn’t abandon us when we sin against him. He is still with us – although we may not know it. God loves us and he has been faithful. I have seen how God has been with many of us here today. God was with me when I was being sued in a court case. God was with me during college helping me to graduate. God has been with Julia and I while raising our family. God was with M. Deborah K and her children when M. Paul went to heaven. God was with Dan and Viola when Dan lost his job. God was with M. Daniel and Deborah when they left their home country to go to a foreign land as missionaries. God has been with Mike and Mary to establish their new family. God has been with M. Gideon and Rebecca during their financial troubles. God is with David and Abigail through his school studies and her visa troubles. God is with Orlando and Monica through all their hardships and struggles. God is with Moses in his loneliness. The stories with us and also in this passage are just a few and there are so many many more. If there is one thing we can learn through this passage is that God faithful to those who love Him. He endures the test of time. All we have to do is trust Him with our future. And believe in Him and obey His word. Don’t you want God to be with you?

