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Jesus is Lord and Christ
Acts 2:22-47

Key Verse: 2:36
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

Last week we had our Easter retreat. We may be all Eastered out. But today is the day that we celebrate Easter, so let’s give it one more go. We can never think about Jesus’ death and especially his resurrection enough. But today we want to think about Jesus’ resurrection a little different. We want to look at it from Peter’s point of view. 

Many years ago I used to own a 71’ Dodge Challenger. It was blue with white interior. It had a rally sport ram induction hood, powered by a 340-v8 with a Holly 750 double pumper carburetor on a baby high rise manifold. It had aluminum slot rims with 50’s all around and a quick sliver ratchet shifter for shifting gears. For those of you who have never seen a Challenger, it was one of the popular muscle cars of the late 60’s and early 70’s. This car was fast and it was also my pride and joy. One night as I was coming home from a local bar I was stopped at a red light. Feeling a little rambunctious, I slammed the gas pedal to the floor as the light turned green. Those fat tires lit up spinning and screeching as I took off fish tailing around the corner. What I failed to see was the Chicago police car right across the street turning the same direction as me. Immediately his lights and siren go on as he sped up behind me. I was caught red handed. And I had that feeling in my stomach when you KNOW that you are caught in the act. Because there’s no denying that you did it, there’s no hiding that you did it, there’s no excusing that you did it. You are caught and there is nothing you can do about it. And as I stared in the mirror at the flashing lights, everything within me sank. I was guilty and I knew it. And now I would have to face the cop and give an account for my actions. What is worse, I had been drinking quite a bit that night, which is probably why I didn’t see the police car in the first place. Now let me ask, who has ever been caught red handed, caught in the act of doing something that you shouldn’t have been doing?  This is what we are going to think about today. But you may ask, “What does that have to do with Easter?” Good question. I hope I can answer that for you. 

Today’s passage begins with Peter addressing a large crowd of Jews. This happened to be a very special time in the early Christian church. This event takes place on the Jewish holiday called Pentecost. And it would be one they would never forget. Today’s event happened about 50 days after Jesus was crucified. Take a look at verse 22. “Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you yourselves know.”

Peter delivers the first message in the age of the new church. Full of the Holy Spirit, he focused his message not on the current economic times, or on the job market, or on their future but on Jesus. He reminded them of Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection. More than that Peter goes as far to proclaim Jesus’ exaltation at the right hand of God. And finally he challenges all those listening to acknowledge that Jesus is Lord and Christ. At this point Peter looks bold, courageous, and confident talking to the crowd of more than 3,000, but he was not always that way. Sure he spoke big, but he was in fact a coward. 

If you remember at the last supper, Jesus predicted his death and resurrection. In Matthew’s account (Mt 26) Jesus told them they would all desert Him when He was arrested. But Peter boldly proclaimed, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” Jesus told him frankly, “I tell you the truth, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” Then after Jesus was arrested Peter followed at a distance. As he watched the religious leaders question and mock Jesus a servant girl came up to him and said, “Hey you also were with Jesus of Galilee.” But Peter denied it in front of all the people and said, “I don’t know what you’re talking about girl,” and he quickly walked away. And little later as he watched them spit in Jesus’ face and strike him with their fists, another girl saw him and said, “Hey this fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Terrified he denied it again this time with an oath saying, “On my mothers grave, I don’t know the man!” And finally as he watched the religious leaders condemn Jesus worthy of death those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away.” Then Peter began to call down curses upon himself and swore to them, “I swear to God, I don’t know the man!” Just as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. Then Jesus turned and looked straight at Peter and that’s when he remembered Jesus’ words, “before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times,” and he went outside and wept bitterly. Peter was caught red handed and he knew it. He could not deny it, nor could he hide it. He just abandoned the one he loved out of his fear.  He was guilty, he was caught. It hurt so bad, he was cut to the heart and all he could do was weep.

So what could change this grown man’s heart? What could change Peter from a coward into the courage man that he was now? Do you think that screwing up is something that you might do or have you acknowledged that you have already done so? Because until you understand that you have been caught and that you’re guilty you can never experience the gift of redemption. Not only that, how deeply you experience the grace of Jesus depends upon the depth of which you have been caught or how broken you really are. How big a sinner do you think you are? When the Holy Spirit convicts our hearts and we realize that our hands are stained, then and only then can we receive the gift of repentance. It was only when Peter realized that in God’s eyes he was wrong and he was a sinner that he could repent of all his dirty sins and turn away from those things. 

Was it simply his emotion that cut to his heart? I don’t think so, for emotion fades with time. No, I think that it was much deeper than that. We can find out what it was from the message he gave to the crowd. Take a look at verse 23. “This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross.” The Jewish people, including their leaders, knew that Jesus was sent by God. And since Jesus came from God, they should have welcomed him, honored him, and treated him with respect. Instead what did they do? They put him to death. They crucified God’s son on the cross. The religious leaders hated Jesus because they thought he threatened their political power. Although they knew Jesus was innocent, still they pressured Pilate and stirred up the people to crucify him! It was mankind’s greatest crime. However, in all fairness, they were not alone, but in fact all people are guilty of crucifying Jesus on the cross. For it was all of our sins that crucified Jesus.
When we look closer at verse 23, we find that Jesus was handed over by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge. This didn’t happen randomly. Jesus was crucified according to God’s will. This was God’s plan to save the world. Isaiah 53:10 says, “Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand.” God used evil men to fulfill his own good purpose and He offered Jesus as a sacrifice of atonement for the sin of the world. God loves the world and He demonstrated this by sacrificing His own Son Jesus for every sinner. And Jesus willingly obeyed God’s purpose and offered himself as the Lamb of God. 

Take a look at verse 24. “But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.” Up until that point, death had reigned over mankind like a heavyweight champion. No one could defeat death. And like all other men in history, Jesus died too. But unlike all other men, Jesus did not remain in the grave. It was impossible for the grave to hold Jesus, for Jesus is the Son of God. The almighty power of God raised Jesus to life. Jesus beat death faster than Mike Tyson beat Leon Spinks. And when Jesus completely defeated the power of death, He became the everlasting champion of life. 

When God raised Jesus from the dead, He revealed that He controls everything and that His good purpose will triumph and in the end those who believe with share ultimate victory in the kingdom of God. Because of Jesus’ resurrection, all of us can have a living hope in the kingdom of God. 1 Peter 1:3,4 says, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade–kept in heaven for you....” Once, Peter was caught under the power of death. And this made him fearful and selfish. But he was freed from the power of death through Jesus’ resurrection. Then Peter was changed and he became courageous and sacrificial. He began to live like Jesus. 

After meeting the Risen Christ, a whole new world opened up to Peter. Just like when Jesus opened the Scriptures to those who He walked with on the road to Emmaus, when things finally began to make sense to them. And for the first time Peter could understand what King David meant in Psalms 16:8-11. So he quotes them here in verses 25-28. “David said about him: ‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, because you will not abandon me to the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.” Peter began to understand that David saw the future. And what he saw was God’s promise to send the Messiah. So in verse 27b, when David says, “...nor will you let your Holy One see decay,” he is referring to the Messiah. Peter goes on to tell what David meant in verse 31, “Seeing what was ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay.” And it finally became clear to Peter that David was prophesying about the resurrection of Jesus. And through the resurrection of Jesus, David could live with hope and it became his source of joy and strength as he looked forward to the Kingdom of God. What David envisioned, Peter and the other apostles witnessed with their own eyes. Jesus’ resurrection was now a historical fact and the fulfillment of prophecy. Peter said confidently, “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact.” (v32) 

Peter and the others had witnessed the resurrection of Jesus but that was not the end. Look at verse 33. Peter said, “Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.” The Risen Christ ascended into heaven and again Peter saw this with his own eyes. And as the Risen Christ went up He was seated at his right side of the throne of God. This was the position of power, glory, and majesty. God took His despised and rejected Son and made Him King of kings and Lord of Lords. And then God the Father gave Jesus the Holy Spirit, which He promised to do, and Jesus poured it out upon all the believers. And all of them could see what the Holy Spirit was doing with the apostles. 

Then Peter gave his personal conclusion. Let’s read verse 36. “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” The same Jesus they had seen die two months ago had been raised from the dead and exalted at the right hand of God. Jesus is both Lord and Christ. This was a huge change in their thinking. It was a quantum leap, because no one had ever over come death before now. But Jesus had and now He reigns over the whole world and brought about God’s victory over sin and death. Peter was absolutely sure about this. He witnessed it. And this is what changed Peter from a fearful coward into a bold and courageous man of God. Where in the past he was terrified of a young servant girl, now he stood before the very people who murdered Jesus and said, “God has made this Jesus, whom YOU crucified, both Lord and Christ.” And from this point forward, Peter would NEVER be the same. The old had gone and the new had come. No longer was he the weak fearful fisherman, but now he was the apostle of God. And it all began when he realized that he had been caught in his sins. 

What was its effect? When the people heard Peter’s message, they were cut to the heart. Just like Peter, they were caught red handed, caught in the act. Their hearts ached and for the first time they realized the enormity of their guilt. The testimony of Scripture and the powerful witness of Peter and the apostles was overwhelming evidence that demanded their response. It finally dawned on them that they were guilty of crucifying the promised Messiah. Imagine their fear when they realized the one they killed rose from the dead to be Lord of all. The fear that must have overcome them must have been like the policeman who this past Friday on the Dan Ryan while driving drunk slammed into a stalled car on the side of the road killing the two passengers by burning them alive. Then he took off in fear of getting caught realizing the enormity of his guilt. Convicted of their sin and shame they cried out, “Brothers, what shall we do?” What could Peter say to them now? Let’s read verses 38-39. “Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off–for all whom the Lord our God will call.’” Even after being caught red handed, God promised they could receive forgiveness for their sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus forgave their sins. And when we repent, He sends the Holy Spirit to come into our hearts to live. And with His help, we can have victory over our sin and live a new life. Look at verse 41. “Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.” Suddenly the early church increased in number 25 times, from about 120 members to 3,120 members. The transformation that came upon these new believers was incredible. Let’s read verses 42-47. “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.” Jesus, who they killed, was now at the center of their life and fellowship. They loved and praised Jesus as the Messiah. And their beautiful Christian fellowship drew many new believers to Christ. 
So now it’s your turn. Have you been caught red handed, caught in the act of some sin? Are you guilty of your sins? Do you realize the enormity of your guilt? Or do you live in fear of getting caught? Or do you think that you are too smart to get caught? Or don’t you believe any of this? You have to understand that Jesus is real. And that He lived and died. And that He really has risen and got out of that grave. And that He really appeared to more than 500 people. And that He really is at the right hand of God. And that He really is going to call you to account to EVERYTHING that you have done throughout your life. We have to repent but repentance hurts. It feels as if you are cut to the heart because we have to acknowledge all that we have done, is wrong. But it doesn’t stop there for when we repent we receive baptism, forgiveness, and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Let’s join Peter and all the other believers and repent and believe. 
