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JESUS DIED FOR OUR SINS


Matthew 27:32-61
Key Verse: 27:46 

“About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’– which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” 

The pillars of Christian faith are Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus’ atoning death on the cross is the centerpiece of our faith. This is what makes us Christians. So this passage is very important. Matthew is writing this for the Jews. He records only one word from Jesus on the cross. We want to understand Jesus’ death through these words and accept their meaning personally in our heart.

Last week we studied that Jesus was condemned although he was innocent. It was to bear our guilt and shame. Praise and thank God for Jesus who was condemned in our places! I believe the death of Jesus on the cross is the solution to all of our life problems and to all the problems of the world. I hope and pray that we may struggle together and ask God to help us to understand the love of God in sending Jesus to die for our sins. Today’s passage teaches us why Jesus had to suffer and die. Jesus was treated like a criminal and crucified by sinful men, in this way Jesus died for our sins. This is God’s best love for us. 

First, Jesus was crucified as the King of the Jews (32-37). 

For many in Jerusalem, it looked just like any other day. A centurion and other soldiers had drawn the duty of executing three men. They had probably performed this duty numerous times, and so today’s task did not appear to be anything new or unusual. Look at verse 32. “As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross.” The soldiers led Jesus out to Golgotha to be crucified. On the way, Jesus fell again and again under the weight of the heavy cross. Because of the floggings, Jesus was physically so weak that he had no strength to carry the cross. Simon of Cyrene was on his way into the city to celebrate the Passover. Little did he know that Jesus had been arrested, tried and convicted and had just been handed over for crucifixion, taking the place of Barabbas. Simon did not want to get involved. He did not want to be associated with criminals carrying the cross. But he had no choice and the soldiers forced him to pick up Jesus’ cross and carry it. Why is this man Simon mentioned by name in all three of the Gospels Matthew, Mark, and Luke? And why are we told the city from which he came? Mark goes even further, telling us that Simon was the father of Alexander and Rufus. Until this fateful day, Simon was an unbeliever, but what he saw on this day, the day Christ died for his sins, changed him forever, bringing him into God’s kingdom. It was the turning point in his life and later his whole family was converted to become a devout Christian family. 

They came to a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull) The Skull was a place of death, where they punished the worst criminals. It was there the soldiers nailed Jesus’ hands and feet to the cross. As the nails split flesh and bone, some of them may have felt sorry looking at Jesus suffering and bleeding. They offered Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall to relieve his pain. In our time, people don’t like to suffer. We do our best to live a life of comfort and ease. I like take Ibuprofen when I feel a headache starting. But when Jesus realized what was in the wine, he refused to take the pain killer. Why? Why? He did so to bear the full extent of all our pains and sorrows. He did so to obey God’s will thoroughly. Jesus refused anything which would diminish His suffering, for He must drink the cup of God’s wrath on guilty sinners to the brim.
Look at verses 36-37. “And sitting down, they kept watch over him there. Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.” The religious leaders fabricated the charge in order to condemn Jesus as a rebel against the Roman Emperor. Rebellion against a king is called treason and deserved severe punishment. With the charge of political rebellion, Jesus was crucified between two robbers to shame and humiliate him all the more. From a human point of view, Jesus’ death was a most shameful one. But from God’s point of view, Jesus was the King. It was the death of THE KING OF THE JEWS. Jesus was crucified, in order to be our spiritual King to give us eternal life in the kingdom of God. 

Second, Jesus did not save himself (38-44). 

The Roman soldiers chose to crucify their criminals on Golgotha because it was located on a hill where roads passed by. Thus Rome could display their power and intimidate and humiliate all the travelers who passed by. While Jesus was agonizing on the cross, those who passed by hurled insults at him. They hurled insults with intent to hurt his as much as possible as if they were throwing rocks at him. Shaking their heads they said, “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” (39-40) In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. Let’s read verses 42-44. “‘He saved others,’ they said, ‘but he can’t save himself! He is the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.” To save oneself may be the greatest temptation of Satan to all men. If Jesus had wanted, he could have sent twelve legions of angels to destroy all his enemies. If I were Jesus I would have called upon the lightning to strike down my enemies. But Jesus overcame himself by hanging on the cross and obeying God’s will for world salvation to the end. Jesus had the power to save himself but he did not use his power to save himself. Instead he used His power to save us and all mankind from our sins. 

One of the greatest desires for fallen man is to save ourselves. The religious leaders tried to save their skins by any means. Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent. Yet he compromised his integrity in order to save himself. All the disciples deserted Jesus and ran away to save themselves. But look at Jesus! Jesus did not save himself in order to save the world from our sins. Think about it. What would happen if Jesus saved himself? You and I would never have forgiveness of sins. All mankind would be condemned to hell. 
Here we learn that if we only live to save ourselves we can not really help others. Those who try to save themselves first and help others later can never help even one lost soul. May God help us to learn from Jesus, not to save ourselves, but to give our life to help others to know what Jesus did for them, in the hopes that even one soul may be saved. This is the secret to God’s abundant blessing and a fruitful ministry. 

Third, Jesus was forsaken... (45-56) 



The crucifixion of Jesus was the most unjust act done by sinful men. The Jews’ injustice darkened the whole land. Look at verse 45. “From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land.” Even the sun mourned and stopped shining. Let’s read verse 46. “About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’–which means, ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’” This verse is the quotation of David in Psalm 22:1. David uttered these words when he was in deep distress and felt forsaken by God. 

There are many kinds of sorrow in the world. But to be forsaken or abandoned is the most sorrowful thing to all people. The word ‘forsaken’ means abandoned, isolated or deserted. When we are abandoned by men, we can come to God to receive comfort and encouragement. However, when we are abandoned by God, there is no place to go. Not once did Jesus cry out due to the pain of crucifixion or even the betrayal of his beloved disciple. Jesus endured all these kinds of suffering, pain and sorrow. But the most unbearable sorrow and pain, that Jesus could not endure, was when God abandoned him. It was then that Jesus cried out, out of anguish, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” Why did Jesus have to be forsaken by God? 

In the first place, Jesus’ suffering shows how serious our sin is. Today people take sin lightly, like going through a red light, it was a mistake, I won’t do it again. But the consequence of sin is very serious. Sin demands the price of death, for the wages of sin is death. After death, sinners must be thrown into the fiery lake of burning sulfur to be punished forever. Many people know the story of Kurt Cobain. In the mid 1990’s he became a popular music star. He had what everyone longs for success fame, money and a young family. But the weight of his sin and guilt took its toll and one night he committed suicide. Sin makes men very sick and destroys their soul, their family and all of society. If we count all the sins which we have committed throughout our life time, we must be punished and die. Because God can not stand sin, we deserve to be totally forsaken by Him. This is hell. Hell is not just a place of fire but is a place totally forsaken by God. When we look up at the crucified Jesus, we find how terrible and serious our sin is. 

In the second place, Jesus’ crucifixion demonstrates the love of God. Romans 5:8 says, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” God laid all our sins and iniquities on his One and Only Son, and crucified him to forgive us. This is God’s redemptive love. Parents love their children so much and will sacrifice themselves on behalf of their children. Once when we picked up my son from the baby sitter, we could not find his socks, he always took off his socks. It was cold out and I did not want him to suffer, I gave him my socks. No parent wants to sacrifice any of their children let alone a one and only son. Who would send his one and only son to die to save proud, selfish and wicked criminals? But this is what God did. This is the unfathomable love of God. 1 John 4:10 says, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” Thank God for his great love to send Jesus to be forsaken and die on the cross for our sins. 

Once again Jesus cried out in a loud voice, then he gave up his spirit. At the moment Jesus breathed his last, the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. When Jesus died for our sins, the priestly system in the Old Testament was over and animal sacrifice was no longer necessary. The door is open wide for us to come to God freely any time through Jesus. Through Jesus, we can enjoy God’s grace of the forgiveness of sins. We can live with peace and assurance of eternal life in the kingdom of God. Look at verses 51b-53. “The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.” The tomb lost its power and many holy people rose and entered into the holy city. It was a prelude of Jesus’ glorious resurrection. Jesus’ death released life-giving power. 

Look at verse 54. “When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, ‘Surely he was the Son of God!’” The Roman centurion who was in charge of Jesus’ execution must have been tough and hardened. In order to become a centurion he had to be crueler and harder than most. Surely he saw many men die. In his experience those he crucified cursed and swore, wanting to save themselves. However, when he saw the earthquake and all that had happened and how Jesus died, he was moved. He saw God in Jesus. Jesus’ death revealed clearly that he is the King of the Jews. So the centurion confessed publicly, “Surely he was the Son of God!” This testimony was short, but it was a powerful testimony which has moved and changed the hearts of many sinners throughout history. 

Fourth, Jesus was buried (57-61). 


Look at verses 57-58. “As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body, and Pilate ordered that it be given to him.” Joseph was a secret disciple of Jesus. He could not appear in public because of his fear of the Jews. Yet when he saw the death of Jesus, his faith in Jesus was confirmed. He overcame peer pressure and went to Pilate to ask for Jesus’ body. When Pilate gave him the body of Jesus, Joseph took down the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut out of the rock which had been prepared for himself. Joseph was happy to dedicate his own tomb to Jesus. He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb. In this way Jesus died and was buried. 

When I was a young boy I went to church mostly because my parents made me. I heard all the Bible stories but I did not know Jesus personally in my heart. It was not until many years later in college that I would meet Jesus. While attending IIT I lived a crazy party life style full of sex, drugs and rock and roll. Slowly this lifestyle destroyed my life. I was kicked out of my apartment, I lost two of the three part time jobs I worked to support myself and finally I was kicked out of IIT twice. I finally I hit the bottom and no where to go. But through Bible study with my shepherd I could see that I was a sinner and that I needed Jesus. I cried out to God to save me. I said, “Lord, if you help me to graduate, get a job, establish a family then you will be my God.” In the course of time God answered every one of my prayer requests and even more. Because of my sins, I should have been forsaken by God. But because of what Jesus did on the cross for my terrible sins, I can have eternal life. I can only thank God for his one sided grace to this sinner. 

Through today’s passage we learn that Jesus suffered, and finally died on the cross as the King of the Jews. We are the ones who should be forsaken by God because of the sins we committed. Instead, Jesus was forsaken by God to bear all our pains and sorrows on the cross. Jesus was forsaken by God in our place. Jesus was forsaken by God so that our broken relationship with God might be restored and we might enjoy God’s grace and serve the work of God. Praise and thank Jesus who died for our sins.

