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JESUS HAS RISEN!

Matthew 27:62-66-28:1-20 

Key Verse: 28:6

“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”

Last week we studied how Jesus’ was crucified on the cross for our sins. He was put to death by sinful men. He cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? He endured the pain and sorrow, alienation and loneliness, until with a loud cry, he gave up his spirit. How sad it is that for so many the story of Jesus ends at his death. How sad it is that they have no idea or concept of Jesus being risen in glory. One such person is Thomas Jefferson. Undoubtedly he was a great man but he could not accept the miraculous. He edited his own special version of the Bible and deleted all references to the supernatural. Jefferson, in his editing, ends the Gospels with these words: "There they laid Jesus and rolled a great stone at the mouth of the grave and went away." He couldn't believe, he didn't believe, He would not believe in a Jesus who was risen in glory. Thank God that the Gospels do not end Jefferson's way. Thank God that the Gospel story does not end with the despair and heartbreak of Christ's death but rather with the joy and hope of eternal life.

Today we will study the conclusion of Matthew’s gospel. In this chapter we meet the first witnesses to the resurrection. We learn about the evidence that has convinced believers of every age that Jesus in fact rose from the dead. In this chapter, we also learn from the Risen Jesus himself his plan for world salvation, and what our part in his plan must be.

I. The Empty Tomb (27:62-66-28:1-15) 

As the sun light began to pierce the dark of night a new era began. It was dawn, Sunday morning, just two days after Jesus Christ was crucified. Look at verse 1. “After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.” The Sabbath was over and Mary Magdalene and the other Mary (most likely the mother of Jesus) made their way to the tombs. It was a new tomb which Joseph of Arimathea had cut out of rock in preparation for his own death. It was in this tomb that they wrapped Jesus’ bloody, nail-scarred body in a linen cloth and laid him to rest forever. The Pharisees and chief priests had asked Pilate to secure the tomb, because they remembered that Jesus had said, “After three days I will rise again.” They wanted to make sure that no one went in or came out of the tomb. So a guard was posted and the tomb was sealed. I suppose the image of a sealed tomb clearly demonstrates the reality of death, the finality of a life that has ended. It is a world of gloom with no escape. 
Throughout the whole trial and crucifixion the disciples were stung with fear and abandoned Jesus. But the women were not afraid of those who killed Him. Perfect love casts out fear (1Jn 4:18). These women were broken-hearted because of what had happened to the one they loved. They wanted to be near him, even near his dead body. The other gospels say that they wanted to anoint his body with perfume and spices. Matthew simply says that they came to look at the tomb. They had witnessed the crucifixion and wanted to say one last goodbye. Look at verse 2. “There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.” As the women approached the tomb, suddenly the ground trembled. We are given one detail about Christ's resurrection: "there was a violent earthquake." If you remember, there was also an earthquake when Christ died. The earth shook and all creation shuddered when the Lord of glory died. When the earth shook, for the second time in three days, it was the Lord of glory who was raised to life. This time all Creation was rejoicing that Jesus was alive. During the earthquake, an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and rolled the heavy stone away from the entrance and sat on it. He was unmistakably an angel. He shone like lightning and his clothes were as white as snow. He reminds us of the transfigured Jesus. The last time we’ve seen an angel of the Lord in Matthew's Gospel was as a messenger of Christ's birth. Likewise we see that the Easter angel is a messenger from the Lord as well. He explains the meaning of the empty tomb and gives instructions from God Himself. The angel rolled the rock away not to let Jesus out but to let the women in. God wanted eye-witnesses to the empty tomb! 
The guards who were supposed to secure the tomb were terrified. They were so overcome by fear that they shook and became like dead men. Because of the suspicion of the disciples, the religious leaders wanted to make sure Jesus’ body remained in the tomb. They did their best to make sure the tomb was secured. But when the angel of the Lord came they were terrified. These were battle hardened men. Most likely they saw some very scary things in their life, like fierce battle and men dying. But at this point they were paralyzed with fear. Later, they reported the angel and the empty tomb to the chief priests and Pharisees and thus, in spite of themselves, they became witnesses to the resurrection. Unlike the soldiers, the women were not afraid. They boldly approached the tomb. I believe this was because of the relationship they had with Jesus. In this scene we see a picture of what the world will look like when Jesus comes again. Those who have a relationship with the Risen Christ, will not be afraid when he returns, in fact they will welcome his coming. However those who do not have a relationship, or even a bad relationship, will be terrified. They will want to run and hide. Rev 6:16 says, “They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!” The angel ignored the guards (who were evidently unconscious) and spoke to the women. What was his message? Let’s read verses 5-7a. “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.’” A statement is being made here that there is a power greater than Caesar's. God sent His angel down to break that seal and move that stone and no Caesar or his soldiers could possibly stop him. The eternal purposes of the Lord of lords and the King of kings cannot be stopped in any way. Through the angel’s message we see two things.

First, “Come and see.” (V5) The angel told the women the good news: “He is not here; he has risen. Come and see the place where he lay.” The tomb was empty. The empty tomb quietly proclaims Jesus’ bodily resurrection. This is the first evidence of the resurrection. Jesus’ resurrection was not just a spiritual resurrection. It was a bodily resurrection. His body was gone. It had been transformed into a resurrection body. God raised Jesus from the dead. The angel wanted them to see it with their own eyes so he said, “Come and see the place where he lay.” The women saw where Jesus’ dead body used to be but he was not there anymore. We see from other gospels that the linen and cloths were folded there so neatly. This shows that no one broke in and stole his body for everything was in order. Thieves would not take the time needed to keep the place neat. All the evidence was there for them to see and believe. The angel also reminded them that Jesus had told them before that he would rise after he died, that is why the angel says, “he has risen, just as he said.”

Second, “Go and tell.” (V 7)The angel gave them a command. He told them what they must do about this good news. “Go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee.’” Good news must be told. This was the best news in the world. It was the news that good conquered evil; love conquered hate; life conquered death. Jesus is risen! They must go and tell. Likewise we have found the answer to the deepest problems of all people. The answer is the good news that God loves us and Jesus died to save us. How can we keep this good news to ourselves? How selfish we would be if we do not share this news with a dying world. In our own way, God gives each of us some opportunity to share the good news of Jesus to those around us. 

Third, Jesus met them (8-10). “So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.”(V8) The women obeyed the angel but they had mixed emotions. They were full of fear and joy–fear because they did not understand what had happened, and joy because they believed the good news anyway. They did not waste any time and went to tell the good news to the disciples. On the way they received a great blessing. They met the Risen Jesus himself. Look at verse 9. “Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.” They knew that He was the one worthy of their worship. Worship is the proper response to the Risen Jesus. They loved him and wanted him to stay with them forever. Jesus gave these women of faith the privilege of being the first ones to see the Risen Christ. They were the first witnesses and messengers of the resurrection. 

They saw the Risen Jesus with their eyes and touched him with their hands. On occasion, he ate with them. He could also appear and disappear in an instant. He could go through locked doors. (I think Jesus liked to do this just to keep the disciples on their guard. Personally I like to keep Julia on her guard too by sneaking up on her.) Later Jesus would ascend to heaven in his resurrection body. Paul describes the resurrection body as a spiritual body. Someday we will all be clothed with such a body. “So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable...it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body...Just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man (Adam) so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven” (1Co 15:42-49). This is the resurrection body which we will have in heaven. We will know each other. Jesus recognized Moses and Elijah on the mount of Transfiguration. I will be glad to see M. Paul in heaven and Sam will get to see his brother and Grace her father. It will be a wonderful reunion in the kingdom of God. The Risen Jesus repeated the message of the angel. Let’s read verse 10. “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” The women continued on their way to meet the disciples and deliver Jesus’ message. 

In the meantime, the guards woke up, found the tomb empty and reported everything that had happened to the chief priests. The chief priests and elders had all the evidence they needed to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead. But they decided not to believe. They bribed the guards and promoted a lie that the disciples had stolen the body. Still, their actions could not cancel the good news. Quite the opposite, their efforts to cover up Jesus’ resurrection became evidence of its truth. As we can see the evidence is all there but the decision to believe is up to us. Even with seeing all the evidence, some people cannot make a decision. I have seen the evidence and by faith I accepted Jesus who died for my sins and rose again. By faith I accepted Jesus’ promise to forgive my sins and I invited him to come and live in my heart. If we avoid making a decision to believe, what we are really doing is making a decision not to believe. To believe that God raised Jesus from the dead is to believe that our sins are forgiven. It is to believe that Jesus is alive and with us. It is to become a witness to Jesus’ death and resurrection. It is to become a part of gospel history. 

II. The Great Commission (16-20) 


Lets read verses 16-20. “Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” The disciples got the message. Three times they had been told to meet Jesus in Galilee. So they went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus told them to go. And guess what? Jesus was there. They saw him. Matthew tells us that they worshiped him, but some doubted. Those who worshiped him, accepted his resurrection simply and joyfully, even though they didn’t understand fully. They knew that he was God so they worshiped him. Those who doubted were thoughtful people who wanted to understand first. But all of them obeyed and went to the mountain in Galilee. Jesus didn’t rebuke the doubters. He didn’t distinguish between doubters and worshipers. He gave the same command and promise to all of them. In time doubt would turn to faith when they obeyed him and claimed his promise. 

First, Jesus’ authority. Let’s read verse 18. “Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.’” What does it mean that Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth? Unlike earthly rulers, Jesus did not forcefully take authority; it was given to him by God. The authority He was given was authority to forgive sins, (Mk 2:10) authority to judge, (Jn 5:27) and authority to give eternal life. (Jn 17:2). Revelation 5:12 says, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” Philippians 2:9-11 says, “... God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.” To acknowledge his authority means that we must worship him and obey him. When we obey and serve Jesus, his authority goes with us. Sometimes people say, “How can you teach the Bible? Where is your seminary degree?” The command of Jesus, who has all authority in heaven and on earth, is only authority we need. If we teach God’s word as it is, that is enough. 

Second, Jesus’ command. Let’s read verse 19. “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” Jesus wants people of every nation to belong to him and worship him. Jesus died for people of all nations. There are only two kinds of people in the world: those who know Jesus and those who don’t. God wants his gospel spread to all the nations of the world. So Jesus commands his disciples to make disciples. Don't forget, Jesus is speaking as the one who has all power and authority in heaven and on Earth, He is speaking as the One Who has authority over men's souls and eternal destiny. Being sovereign He is free to do what He likes with that authority. What He chooses to do is send out the disciples to make disciples of all nations. Amazing, isn't it? Christ can do what He wants and yet, what He wants is to make disciples! What wondrous love and grace! If you had all the money in the world, what would you do with it? Most people would use it for themselves (I would use it to pay my bills) but Jesus uses it to bless the whole world. 

The question is how do we make disciples? Jesus mentions two things. The first thing He mentions is, “baptize them.” Jesus said, “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” When we are baptized we declare to the world that we believe in Christ. Baptism represents a commitment to Jesus and to a body of believers. No one can grow without making a commitment. Baptism also represents repentance. Repentance is confessing our sins and turning from them. Jesus forgives repentant sinners. When we repent, we die with Jesus and accept his forgiveness. Baptism symbolizes our union with Christ in his death and his resurrection. It is the beginning of a new life. The second thing Jesus mentions is, “teach them to obey.” Let’s read verse 20. “and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” This means that we must study and teach the Bible. A disciple of Jesus is a learner. Bible study is not done just with the head. We must learn from Jesus’ word and we must obey with our hands, feet, hearts and minds. We must not only be born again, but also we must grow up in Jesus. A disciple is one who is in training. The word “disciple” comes from the same root as the word “discipline.” No one likes discipline or training. “No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.” (Heb 12:11) Jesus did not tell us to make converts; he told us to make disciples. We must be Christians who reproduce. Unfortunately, most Christians do not. That is to say, they don’t make disciples, even though Christ has clearly commanded us to do so.
Third, Jesus’ promise. Jesus not only gave a command; he also gave a promise: “And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”(20b) It is a promise fulfilled by the coming of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for those who obey his command. Jesus does not just give an impossible command then take off to heaven. He promised to be with us. Do you realize what this means? It means we don't have to fear those who oppose us. We don't have to fear not having the right words to say. We don't have to fear empty threats. Jesus says, "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul" (Mt 10:28). We don't have to be afraid because the One who has all power and authority is with us, beside us, and in us. We don't have to be afraid because the One with us is stronger than any who may oppose us. 

What a privilege we have that Jesus has entrusted a precious mission to us. I heard a story which recounts a conversation Jesus had with the angel Gabriel after his ascension. Gabriel asked Jesus, "Master, do all the people know about how you loved them and what you did for them?" "No," replied Jesus, "not yet. Right now only a handful of people in Jerusalem know." Gabriel was perplexed and said, "Then what have you done to let everyone know about your love for them?" Jesus responded, "I've asked Peter, James, John, and a few others to tell people about me. Those who are told will tell others, and my story will be spread throughout the earth. Ultimately, all mankind will know about my love." Gabriel frowned and looked rather skeptical. He knew well what poor stuff men were made of. He said, "But what if Peter denies you again? What if they all run away again in the face of opposition? What if they grow weary? What if they forget? What if they just don’t want to tell others about you? Do you have another plan?" Jesus answered, "No. I'm counting on them."  It is now twenty centuries later and God still has no other plan. He is counting on people like you and me to tell others about His love for us. Of course this is just a story but it illustrates that Jesus is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and He can do his own work if He wants to. But he wants to co-work with weak, sinful people like us. 
In this passage we thought about the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection. The evidence of the resurrection can be found in the empty tomb and by the witnesses who met Jesus. We must invite him to come into our hearts and make his dwelling there. Because God raised Jesus from the dead we know that our sins are forgiven. Jesus’ bodily resurrection gives us hope that we also will be raised with a resurrection body to live with him forever in the heavenly kingdom. Jesus is alive and with us now. He has commanded us to make disciples of all nations. When we love and obey him, he has promised to be with us to the very end of the age. 

