Are You Prepared For the Race?
2 Timothy 3:1–4:22

Key Verse: 4:2

1. Read 3:1–5. How many times is a form of the word “love” repeated here? Why does a life without God make people like this? In what ways are people like this today? In what sense should we “have nothing to do with” such people? 

2. Read 3:6–9. To whom might Paul be referring here? What does verse 7 mean? Why is accepting the truth so important? What does it mean to have a “depraved mind”? Why are such people “rejected”? What does Paul imply in verse 9? 

3. Read 3:10,11. How was Paul a contrast to those godless men? Read 3:12,13. Why is being persecuted the mark of a godly person? What does Paul mean in verse 14? How could Timothy know the holy Scriptures “from infancy”? What do the holy Scriptures do for a person? (15; cf. Ro10:17) How is this wisdom different from worldly wisdom? 

4. Read 3:16,17. How is Bible study different from philosophy or other intellectual pursuits? How does verse 16 show us how to “correctly handle the word of truth”? Can anyone be a man of God without this kind of Bible study? Why or why not? What does verse 16 mean to you? 

5. Read 4:1,2. Why does Paul begin with such a solemn charge? What does it mean to “Preach the Word”? How can we “be prepared”? What does “in season and out of season” mean? How can we “correct, rebuke and encourage” all at the same time? Why are “great patience” and “careful instruction” necessary? 

6. Read 4:3,4. Why do people turn away from “sound doctrine” and “the truth”? What should Timothy do in such an environment? (4:5) Read 4:6–8. What did it mean for Paul to be “poured out like a drink offering”? How did he assess his life? What was his hope? What can we learn from him about how to live the Christian life? 

7. Look at 4:9–22. Note the people Paul mentions here, good and bad. What was Paul’s faith? (4:18)

