Fit For Service in the Kingdom of God
Luke 9: 57-62

Key Verse 9:62

 

OBSERVATION

1. Read verses 57-58. What is it that one disciple suddenly said to Jesus while they were walking along together on the road? (Lk 9:57 ) How might you respond to such a statement from a brother wanting to follow Jesus like this? (Lk 9:58) (Notice this answer is an opinion rather than an answer in the biblical text).

2. How did Jesus respond to him? (Lk 9:58) From Jesus’ answer in verse 58, what was He trying to tell this disciple?

3. Read verses 59-60. What are the first words of verse Lk 9:59? What does the word ‘another’ indicate? Do you think that the first disciple’s words also are a response to Jesus’ call, “Follow me”?

4. What did this disciple say in verse 60? How would you respond to such a disciple’s words? How did Jesus respond? Why?

5. Read verses 61-62. We find a third person responding to Jesus’ widespread call to ‘Follow me.’ How did this person state his willingness to follow Jesus? How did Jesus respond to him? What does the illustration “After putting his hand to the plow and looking back” refer to on a farm? How does Jesus’ caution here in Luke 9:62 differ or similar to the one in 9:60?

APPLICATION

6. Do you think Jesus wants all of His disciples to without reserve follow Him? Is this what this passage is about? Why or why not?

7. Why does Jesus three times not encourage but warn His disciples after they express their willingness to follow Him? Usually we never add any caution to them following Jesus. Is this good or bad?

8. In thinking about Luke 9:58, we see that Jesus is challenging those who say they want to follow Him by telling them it is not always easy to follow Jesus. Share some examples of how it might be difficult to follow Jesus in His day and in your own context.

9. As we think about Luke 9:60, we find Jesus challenging those disciples who make bargains with Jesus. They think that they are in charge of their choices in life. If they have something important to do, then they need decide what to do. How does a ‘Master-servant’ concept help us understand the problem here? Which approach do you use in your everyday life?

10. What particular problem is Jesus targeting among His professing disciples in Luke 9:62? Is consistency a problem behind Christians that you know? What is the root problem behind persistence in faith? How do you think about Christians that are inconsistent in their faith?

11. After reading Luke 9:57-62, how would you answer the person who asked you, “What is a Christian?” Why do we have to be fit for service in the kingdom of God?
