Have Courage for the Battle is the Lord’s

1 Samuel 17:1-58
Key Verse: 17:47
1. Read verses 1–3. Who instigated this war? What might have been the reason? How did Israel respond? Describe how they prepared for battle. Read verses 4–7. How is Goliath described? Why? Read verses 8–11,16. What was Goliath’s challenge? How did the Israelites respond? Why? 

2. Read verses 12–15. How are David and his family described? How were they involved in the army? What was David doing? Read verses 17–19. What mission did Jesse give his son David? Read verses 20–24. What happened when David arrived? Read verse 25. What incentive for accepting Goliath’s challenge were the Israelites talking about? 

3. Read verse 26. What was David’s view of Goliath? How was it different from everyone else’s? How could he see him like this? How did David’s oldest brother interpret his words? (28) How did David respond, and with what result? (29–31) 

4. What did David volunteer to do? (32) How did Saul respond? (33) Read verses 34–37. How could David have confidence to fight and defeat Goliath? What shows his faith? What kind of young man was he? How did Saul respond? (37b) 

5. Read verses 38,39. How did Saul try to help David, and why did he not use what Saul gave him? What did he use? (40) Why is this so important to the story? (47) 

6. How did Goliath view David, and what threat did he make? (41–44) Read verses 45–47. What was David’s source of confidence? In his mind, what would be the purpose of his victory over Goliath? What does “the battle is the Lord’s” mean to us? 

7. Read verses 48,49. How did David take the initiative? Where did he aim his stone, and why? With what result? Read verse 50. How does this highlight the power of faith? How did David finish the battle? (51a) How did the Philistines respond? (51b) What did the Israelites do? (52,53) What did David do? (54) How did Saul realize who David was? (55–58) 

8. What can we learn from this event about the power of faith? How can we fight the spiritual battle?

